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It is natural to ſuppoſe, that theſe deluded 
people were rendered ſenſible of the magnitude 
of their offences, by the weight of the puniſh- 
ments they had incurred. As a token of their 
forrow, we are told. by the waters of Baby- 
duff tw when they re- 
membered Sion r“ [nd 4. further mani- 
Ms Wis ant were on the banks.” 
Theſe marks of contrition are recorded in the 
exxxvii Pſalm, which contains a beautiful and 
_ affefting narrative of the hardſhips the Iſraelites 
endured under their captivity, and alſo, of the 
«lfeftionate remembrance they retained of 
GH WNT OR GENES Tang 


F 
to form an idea concerning the Iſraelites re- 
were inattentive to the primary cauſe which 
quences of their apoſtacy produced ample 
conviction of the omnipotence of God, and 
the juſt claims he had to their obedience and 
adoration : which are the only tributes his frail 


creatures can accentably offer, for the infinite 
grace. | 
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1 
ſelves voluntarily to the Egyptians, in order to 
rain their proteflion. Pharaoh in defence of 

| ance, diſpatched a powerful army into Libya 

who were fortunate enough to eſcape the 
army had been ſent into Libya purpoſely to 
be deftroyed, that his deſpotie meaſures might 
be purſued with greater aſſurance of ſucceſs. 

This opinion gave” rife to à ſedition, which 
| of the moſt fatal tendency both to the 

King and the land of Egypt. When Pharach 

heard of this revolt, he ſent Amaſis an officer 

of his court to appeaſe the incenſed multitade, 
france in their hoſtile intentions; and to prove 
they inveſted Amaſis with the enſigns of 
royalty, and proclaimed” him their” King. 
 Amaſis accepting this popular exuftation to 
regal dignity, rertfviri6d at the heed of the re- 
to Gfpatch Paterbemis, one of his chief 


officers 
and 
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| and” principal adberents, to arreſt Amaſis and 
Ering him into his preſente. This he could 
not effeft, as the other was vakantly de- 
fended by the powerful band who had elect- 
ed hats ſor their ; ſovereign. Paterbemis 
_ thur failing} in the execution of his mak. 
enraged monarch with great cruelty; for Pha- 
off. This atrocious aft of barbarity and injuſtice 
turned to the diſadvantage of its . inhuman 
to Io reſpettable aperſon as Paterbemis, incenſed 
many of the Egyptians who. before adhered to 
h the king's intereſt, ſo much that they joined 
the eceibty ef aking refoge in: Upper Egypr, 
on che borders of ;Edhiopia, where be remain- 
ed many: years: which >eftabliſhell Amaſis in 
PU es euer , estar 
the Egyptian dominions. ow Far 4029 

During theſe tranſaftions * REY "If 
liege of thirtcen years had been a ſevere ſer: 
vice, attended with very linle profit; for the 
whey: had removed the moſt valuable of 
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14629 
theic effefts to a new city they bad eretted 
in an iſland about half a mile diſtant from the 
— that when Nebuchadnezzar gained 
rr 
reward his ſoldiers 9 225 
endured, or to indemnify the expences of the 
prolecution of - the! fiege :+ which excited his | 
Pe 0 a6 ot a degree, he deſtroyed 
city, and put the few remaining inhabitants 
to the {word. Thus was the once famous Tyre 
to any higher degree of conſequence than a 
village, and from the ruins: was called Old 
Tyre, or Pale Tyrus. Nebuchadnezzar's' dif. 
—— — rye | 
great, as the Tyrians were famed 
wraffic, which rendered them rich, e 
* able to maintain a vigorous. reſiſtance ; 
the impartancs of hr rotuBion, made 
NelLuchadnezzar indefatigable in the ſiege, 
crowned with the emolument ſuch a conqueſt 
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oils of Tre Nebuchadnezzar availed 
; himſclf 


K 
bimſelf of che inteſline commotions 8 


| mence hoſlilites, and marched with a power- 


ful army into the Egyptian -dominions. , He 


buaraſſed the country from its entrance to the 


borders of Ethiopia, and filled it with Daugh- 


ter and general deſolation, and at laſt made 
the whole ſubject to his power. He then en- 


riched himſelf and his ſoldiers with the moſt 


valuable ſpoils, and in a treaty with Amaſis, he 


eſtabliſhed him as his viceroy, or BC: 57 


deputy in the land of Egypt. In the 


courſe of this important expedition, Bone the 
Iſraelites who had taken refuge in Egypt after 


the death of Gelaliah, were Lain; and the fe 
. hat eſcaped the carnage returned to their 
kn dbn Wi e Fm arte 
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| Pharavh-Hophra ventured out of his concea]- 


ment, hired an army, and attacked Amaſis | 
near the city of Memphis; but in the battle 
was taken priſoner and carried to Sais, where 
he was firangled in his own palace. By bis 
death, the prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel 


were fully accompliſhed concerning that arro- 


Ant prince; who placed an abſolute implicit | 
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in the graſs ef the eatth. Let his heart be 
changed from man's, and let a beaſt's heart be 
given unto him, and let ſeven times paſs over 
hin; This matter is by the decree of the 
watchers, and the demand by the word bf the 
holy ones: to the intent the Hvitig may know, 
that the Moſt High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomſoever he will, 
REPO the baſeſt- of mon.” 

| "The wick of Neuester belag wh 
et econſequente of this dream, he 
related its contents to his wiſe men, aftrolo- 
gers, Chaldeans, and ſoothfayers, without re- 
ceiving any fatisfaftory interpretation. In 
this awful dflemma, he revealed the ſubſlance 
of ba "viſion to Daniel or Bettefſidzzar: | 
that he did hot make his firſt application to this 
inſpired miniſter, might proceed from his being 
in ſome degree bewildered by the perplexed 
fate of his mind. When Daniel heard the 
contents of Nebachadnezzar's dream, Sacred 
Writ infor us, he was aſtoniſned for one 
hour, and Nis thoughts troubled him. After 
che holy proplict had recovered himſelf, he 
apologized to the king, for the eſſetts his nar- 
ration had produced in and upon him, which 
eee it Vebech Bins to une 

| Bg the 
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the interpretation of his dream with. ingenu- 
ous freedom. Thus authoriſed and embol- 
dened, Daniel declared that the various ci. 
cumftances contained in the , viſion, were a 


type of the following important and wonder- 


ful events: Which he thus reſpectfully pro- 
nounced, * SET, 265 d 


»My Lord, the dream be to them that hate 
_ thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine 
enemies; which ſhews the ſacred miniſter's 
Give to _ avert the impending evils Nebuchad; 
nezzar's fins had produced. After the re- 
petition of part of the dream, Daniel aſſured 
the king, the tree was a type of himſelf, 

by ſaying, * It is thou, O king l that art grown, 
and become ſtrong, for thy greatneſs is grown. 
and reached unto heaven, and thy;dominion. 
to the end of the earth. And whereas: the 
| king faw a watcher, and an holy one coming 
down from heaven and ſaying ; Hew the tree 
down and deſtroy it, yet leave the ſtump of 
the roots thereof in the earth, even with '& 
band of iron and braſs, in the tender graſs of 
the field, and let it be wet with the dew of 
heaven, and let his portion be with the beaſls 
of the field, till ſeven times paſs over him. 


Thjs 3s the interpretation, O king! and this 
Be. 18 
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i the decree "of © we Non High, Which is 
come upon my Lord the King: that they ſhall 
drive thee from men, and thy dwelling ſhall 
be with the beafts of the field, und they [hall 
make thee to eat graſs Ike oxen, and they ſhall 
wet thee with the dew of. heaven, and ſeven 
times ſhall paſs © over thes till thou know that 
the Moſt High, ruleth in il Ns kingdom of men, 
and giveth. it to whotmfoever O will. And 
whereas they commanded to leave the hump 
of the tree roots, thy king gdom Thall be ſure 
Unto thies,* after tha t 685 ſhalt have known 
that the heavens do rule. "Wherefore, O king ! 
Tet my counſel be acceptable unto thee, and 
break off thy ſins by righteouſneſs, and thine 
iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the poor, if 


* | may be a : Tengthening's of thy "warquillity.” 


There is 2 degree of awful- Tublitity i in 
Daniel's pious counfel to Nebuchadnezzar, 
that peculiarly marks the conduct of inſpired 
miniſters. His wilh to reſpite, i not avert the 
| impending judginents of God, by adviſing" the 
taughty monarch to cheriſh repentance, and! 
turn himfelf to new courſes, as the means 


of converting him f 125 error, and healing his. | 
5 Ee N accol mpliſhment of his 


e "words, 


$37? 


nezzar's temper or conduct; it is. not record- 
ed that he forſook his fins, or relaxed his au- 
ierity to the captive Iſraclizes ; and his cruelty, 
to them was one of the principal tranſgreſſions 
that had excited the divine diſpleaſure, The 
Almighty, with his accuſtomed mercy, allowed 
Nebuchadnezzar full time to repent ; but when 
he had endured a reiteration of offences, in- 
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be related. - 
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r 
inforauch that i is faid he extended his con- 
queſls imo the very heart of Libya and Iberia, 
or Gurgeſtan. Having thus arrived at the 
height of martial glory, the valiant conquerox. - 
dellotved his attention on enriching the city of 
Babylon with the ſpoil of the nations ſubdued 
| by his ſucceſsful arms. As the extraordinary 
degree of magnificence this city obtained, 'is 
whally attributed to Nebuchadnezzar, we may 
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reer wondery of 
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The molt. 8 of theſe PRC TEEN 
were the walls of the city, which were ſixty 
miles in circumference, three hundred and 
fifty feet high, and of an amazing breadth, 
with ſuperb gates and towers. The temple of 
Belus was the next. object of admiration, this 
ſuperb ftrufture was of a pyramidical form 
eight ſtories high ; which, from the 
and dimenſion, many ſuppoſe, i in its firſt Kate, 
was the famous Tower of Babel, but with 
What authority, f is difficult to determine. This 

emple was dedicated 0 Bel the Babyloniſh 

leity. therefore, the ;fagred Veſſels belong 
ing to the temple at | Jeruſalem. were con. 
veyed thither after the defirudtion of the holy 
city; there were alſo ſeveral images of ſolid 
gold in this building, one of which, from is | 
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14 1 
and magaificence, being eight miles in cir- 
cunference; it was alſo encloſed with three 
walls irongly fortified, and had hanging gar- 
dens annexed to it, conliſting of terraces one 
above another, till the higheſt was ever with 
the top of the walls of the city. Theſe gardens 
were made at u great expence, and with infinite - 
labour; they were alſo embelliſhed with aque- 
Guits, choice trees, and every other requilite 
for a garden of pleaſure. | 


ee UT Ws tank wiki d 
palace, and laid out the gardens, to gratify his 
wife Amyitis, who, being a Mede, was deſirous 
of having a proſpeft apparently woody and 
mountainous, like that her own nation pre- 
ſented; which was obliged to be procured By 
antificial means, as Babylon was a flat coun- 
bed to Nebuchadnezzar, were the banks of 
the river Euphrates, the artificial canals, and 
ſerved as a reſervoir for the city of Babylon, 
which Rood on a large plain, in a rich foil. 
A branch of the Euphrates ran through the city 
from worth to ſouth, and at certain ſeaſons. 
was apt to overflow, which cauſed the banks 
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It e Nebuchadnezzar's intention 
to render Babylon more famous than had been 
Nine veh the ſcat of the Aſſyrian empire Which 


rowed from that famous city, and, in order to fall 
this immenſe metropolis with inhabitants, he 


he deſtroyed : che deſiqus he undoubtedly. bo- 


tranſported vaſt numbers of captives from the 


nations he had ſubdued. Great however as 
Nebuchadnezzar's plan was in the projection, 
the city of Babylon, in its moſt. proſperous 
ſtate, was very imperſrttly inhabited; and, a8 
it vas a repoſitory; fox the; ſpoils. of.conquered | 
nations forfeited by their tranſgreſſions, its glory: 
alſo paſſed away like a vapour: iis immenſe 
riches ſoon introduced luxury, which generated 
vice, and . conſequently, ee 
wats tr ee e eee lien can 
»Ancuoſperia. ues. penetration ety as 
ſcures faith, Nebuchadnezzar imputed the 
height of terreſtrial glory he had attained to 
his own ſagacaty rather than to the favour and 
diſpenſation of the;Supreme- Being. As a proof 
of this: fatal detuſon;, the thiſtory, informs üs. 
Nebuchadneagar ]¹]ꝗ õ Jo; elated when he, be- 
held th grandrur ef his palace, and contem- 
plated the magnificence, of the city, he exulted, 
Is not this, great, Babylon, which. I have built, 
for ir ee 
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my power, and for the honour of my majeſty 7 T? 
Pride is ever/ fhon-ſighted, and never looks: 

beyond the amaginaty extent of ii own 
power, de Nebachadnezzar could>not' have 
expoſed himſelf to the ſevere rebuke he re- 
quence of a deity. As a convincing -proof of 
the divine diſpleaſure, this arrogant mo- 
_ narch had ſcarcely uttered the impious ex- 
clamation, but while the word was in his mouth, 
there fell: a voice from heaven, ſaying. O 
king Nebuckadnezzar, to thee it is ſpoken, 
the kingdom is departed from thee ! And they 
ſhall be with the beafts of the field: they ſhall 
make - thee to ent graſs as oxen, and ſevon 
nmes ſhall paſs over thee, until thou know 
that the Moſt High ruleth in the kingdom of 
_ . | 


| Immediately wer a ee of his 
ful ſentence; Nebuchadnezzar be- 
| ae 
he ute graft as an ox, and his body was wet with” 
the dew of heaven, ulld his huis were grown like 
ING 22 birds clas. 
This 
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This is, the 1 ide Scripture, which . 
many KciQUly interpret, whilſt others i imaging, 
that the peculiar nature of Nebuchadnezzars 
inſanity cauſed him wo fancy himſelf an on, 

and that he therefore wandered. about in the 
fields, and took up his abode with the cattle, 
till ſeven times, or ſeven, years,. Had paſſed 
over his head; which, fully accompliſhed Da- 
nels prophetic interpretation of his ein 


| Such F 
chadnezzar received far his arrogance and im- 
piety, clearly eyinges, that pride, though the 
elleft of frailty, was not made for man; not- 
withſtanding it appears inherent in by nature. 
Succeſs clates the human hean, blinde the 
judgment, and ſaps the foundation of vinue; 
as extent of dominion increaſes: power, and 
conſequently foments adulation ; beſet with 
ſuch powerful temptations, holy confidence 
alone, , with a das ſeaſe of terraſttial inftebilion 
can render the votaries of proſperity invin- 
cible N r 


the afar of his kingdom ; whoſe corrupt a4. 
ors ff miniſtration 


N 53 * 
miniſtration excited his father's diſpleaſure in 
fo great © degree, when his ſenſes were re- 
fored to him, that he caſt him into priſon, 
for the evil meaſures he had adopted whit 
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— Qu yotphiche hinaks, & a 
Ac . on of ſeven years Nebu- 
chadnezzar's reaſon was reſtored to 
him, and his regal authority re-eſtabliſhed. 
The circumſtances of his awful humiliation had 
now infpired him with a juſt ſenſe of the power 
 randeur, he therefore iſſued a decree through 
his vaſt dominions,' for all the inhabitants 
w acknowledge the omnipotence- of the Su- 
preme Being, in the following words, And 
=t the end of the days (the ſeven years humi- 
— Union) I Nebuchadnezzar, lift up mine eyes 
unto heaven, and mine underſtanding returned 
unto me, and I bleſſed the Moſt High, and I 
prailed and honoured him that liveth for ever, 
whoſe dominion - is an dominion, 
and has kingdom from generation to generation. 
And all the inhabitamts of the earth are reputed 
as nothing: and he doth according to his will 
in the army of heaven, and amongſt the inha> 
dann of the earth, and none can ſtay his 
| hand, 
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band, or ſay unto him, What doſt thou? At 
the ſame time my reaſon returned unta- me, 
and for the glory of my kingdom, mine ho- 
nour and brightneſs returned unto me, and my 
counſellors and my lords ſought unto me, and 
I was eſtabliſhed in my kingdom, and excel- 
lent majeſty was added unto me. Now I Ne- 
buchadnenzar praiſe, and extol,- and honour 
a Werben ta heaven, all — eee; 
prids be 58 able 10 H n 
Sacher erhielt le n n e 

— bn 
| derp convifdion, and the zealous effufon of a 


natural means, which the miniſters of wrath | 
 exceuts-to-redeerwthe foulſrom Tin" ad- per 
dition. En mie e 28 


reputation of being the wont GRingwilbed po: 
tentate of the Eaſt: but they rendered him 
arrogant, haughty, and eruel; negligent of 
BIS! inen cvery 
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ved bis breath, after having reigned forty- 
ne. nene and was ſucceeded in. 
F ibs ni | 
„ ct exv? þ 
* 21 vw Renn ne 
r 
mind, which cauſed. him do be called Evil- 
Merodach, as Merodach was his original name. 
On his acceſſion to che throne,. he releaſed 
Jehboiachin king of Judah from priſon, where 

he had been confined thirty-ſeven' years; he 
alſo made him an allowance to ſupport him 
in a manner fuitableto bis rank, and frequently 
admined him 40.. the participation of royal = 

banquets in the palace; and on thoſe and all 
other occakons gave him the preference to 
court. It is ſuppoſed this intimacy. com- 
menced in conſequence of Evil-Merodach ha- 
ving beca put in che ſame priſon with Jehoi- 
achin by Nebuchadneazar, for his mal-admi- 
niſtration of public affairs during his father's 
inſanity. When this depraved monarch had 
reigned two pears, his tranſgreſſions were ſe 
fagram, they induced his relations and ſub : 
— CENCE him; in 
| conſequence 


* 4 
eviiſeiente-of Which; he "4as-mutdered id 


one of his convivial revels;- — 
who wat hiv ſiſter's huſbandꝭ und uuns 
of ie principal conſpirators, aſſumed . B. C. 559 
the throne of Babylon. It is generally believed, 
Jehoiachin did not outlive Evin Merodaeh his 
patron, and many fapyoſe he was murdered at 
che ſame time; which accords with" Jeremiati's 
prediftions. Salathiel the fon of Jekeinchin, 
after his father's death, wes the nominal 
of the Iſraelites; for the title was preſerued ate 
nnen „ 02029) eee 
nest Ar - nigooq 9 vi wh Bas 
Sy dle death of wahr king of Media 
Cyaxares his ſon ſucoerded hh in the cr II- 
vernment of bas 'dominions, and Cyfur His 
grandſon in the military. Int conſequente of 
Nerigliſſar's warlike preparations, Cyaxares 
ſummoned Cyrus krank Perün with'a powbrful 


of firengthetting this comimffion, Cyrus as 
appointed genertl of the Medes and Perfians, 
«nd, Front" therteſotwikds, "was" 84 12 
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© Oytus w prive® of extraordinary vitae, 


eee and renowned in Hoh 
Writ 
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of their 1 
off his dependance; and, — ruled 
| (0 Pay ns > wed n 
Hwy Fen ©» 1&2? 
- Cyrus, with, his, wal Gill and. ener 
reſolved to eroſh dus, revolt in, its;jnfancy, 
therefore marched immediately with the flower 
of his army into Armenia; and, by entering 
thaſe dominions before any great ſuſpicion 
was formed of his deſign, he took the revolted 
king and family captive, and ſeized his tetris 
torzes.. - Afterwards he entered into terms with 
the he K monarch, and receiying the tribute 
with the auxiliaries he was to RO reinſtated 
i . e 51eogtowmn fo] 


. * and Nerigliker v were — . Han Ht 
efforts againſt each other, and with their nu- 
merous allies ſoon prepared for battle, .yhich 
vas fought with amazing ſpirit, and undaunted 
reſolution. In the courſe of the martial en · 
counter, Nerigliſſar was ſlain, and the Aﬀy- 
rian army routed. , On his death. Crœſus 
king of Lydia, being next in; dignity,. com- 
manded the Babylonian and auxiliary troops, 
with which he retreated; but was, purſued by 
Cyrus, who ſpoiled them of ſome of iheir 
treaſures, and obliged ( Cræſus io take refuge in 
be 


The 


14 
| The death of Nerigliſar was ſeverely felt by 


the Babylonian, as be was z wiſe ünd good 
prince; his conduft in the profectition of the 
perſeverance in it, was an unqueſtionable proof 
of his valour: therefore his defeat müſt be 
God had ordained to be the chief ruler of the 
Eaſt. This excellent prince was ſucceeded in 
: the government of his dominions; by 
K Liborolbarchod his don; who was | 
ax notorious for his vices, as his anceſtor had 

been famed for his virtue. * in Pacht 1 


Laboroſoarchod from the depravity of hit 
diſpoſition, made no other uſe of his regal 
advancement, than to indulge in criminal ex- 1 
celles, and exerciſe” the moſt wanton cruelties. 
men, who had been eſſentially injured, to revolt 
ts Oyraz, with che provinces- they governed, 


priſe, Laborofoarchod had anticipated his in. 
— ; by tentions, 
14 - - 
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rentions, having taken poſſeſſion of the--pw- 
vince-to,, puniſh: Gadates for. his. giſaſſection: 


but Cyrus advanced, rauted the Allyriaa armys 
and obliged their King to retreat to: Babylon., 
He employed the. remainder.cof the lummeg.. 
in ravaging the- enemies; country, amd. aftcs. 
having twice appeared before the zvalls, of, 
Babylon, 10 excite, the, Allyrians 10 h bm 
battle, he cloſed the campaign with. feizzng 
three fortreſſes on the frontiers. This xaliany 
| hero, afterwards: marched. with his. army > 499 | 
wards Media, where he took upf his wiptery 
quarters, and conſulted with Cyaxapes, his, 
uncle, concerning the future "my en 
nn 78 is ot ore 


o 
from the immediate apprehenſion, of-his hexaic, 
adverſary,. he gave an entire looſe to the grati· 
fication of his lawleſs paſſions. SH ROTO; 
at length provoked. his people to... 
againſt him, in conſequence of which be was, - 
flain, when he had reigned only nine months; 
which freed his ſubj@ts from che effefty, of; 
his tyrannic adminiſtration. His reign is by 
hiſtoxians. — e ee 
gliſſar s annals... 10 Ke n 
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| Labotoſoarchod was fucceeded in the go- 
vernment of the Babylonian domi. 

| 7 cer be bextnes gremeidorry 
uſually called) Belſhazzar. Various are the 
epumons reipetiing the extraction of this 
monarch, though it is generally believed, and 
confirmed by Scripture, that he was deſcended 
from Nebuchadnezzar, and probably the ſon of 
Evil-Merodach; as he was the laſt Babyloniſh 
king, and Jeremiah had predicted, that the na- 
tions of the Eaſt were to ſerve Nebuchadnezzar 
kis fon, and his ſon's ſon : from whence it is 
_ reaſonable to ſuppoſe Belſhazzar was that great 
monarch's grandſon. He was very young 
when he aſcended the throne, and had the 
 Charafter of being ill-diſpoſed; but the bad 
elſes of his licentious courſes were in a 
great "meaſure counterafted, by the prudent 
conduct of Nitocris his mother, who was a 
woman of ' fuperior underſtanding, and intre- 
pid refolution ; in conſequence of which, the 
eins of government were chiefly held by her, 
r 
en | 


nende 6 d e desde nde 
for the reduftion of that monarchy, led the 
queen-mother to take eſpecial care to increaſe 


11 
the fortifications of her - ſon's -dominions; but 
more particularly the city of Babylon. Amongſt 
other precautionary meaſures, ſhe cauſed a 
ſubterraneous paſſage or communication to be 
made between the two palaces, to eſſeſt an 
eſcape if needful ; which, prbved however of 
no future ſervice, and; clearly eyinces that 


human fortifications avail e, * 85 | 
ION Ou #1 
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In. the Free ry Belſhazzar's. reign. 
the, prophet Daniel under divine influence, faw 
the viſion. of the four monarchies, and the 
kingdom of the Meſſiah that was to come in 
regular ſucceſſion after them, by the follow - 
ing types according to his on deſcriptionꝰ. 
Daniel ſpake and ſaid, I ſaw in my viſion 
by. night, and behold the four winds of che 
heaven ſtrove upon the great ſea. , And four 
great beaſts came up from the ſea, diverſe . 
one from another. The firſt was like a lion, 
and had eagle's wings: and 1 beheld till the 
wings thereof were plucked, and it was liſted 
up from the earth, and made ſtand upon the feet 
as a, man, and à man's heart was given to it. 
And. behold, another beaſt, a ſecond, like to 
a bear, and it raiſed up, itſelf on one fide, and 
it had three ribs in the mouth of it between 
| a Daniel vi. | | 
IP | C 2 | the 
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Ariſe, devour much fleſh. After this I beheld; 
and lo; another like a leopard, which had upon 
the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beaſt 
wit. After this I faw in the night-viſions, and 
behold, a fourth beaſt, dreadful and terrible, 
and firong exceedingly; and it had great iron 
teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and 
Ramped the reſidue with the feet of it: and it 
was diverſe from all the beaſts that were before 
it, and it had ten horns. 1 conſidered the 
horns, and behold, there came up among them 
another little horn, before whom there were 
three of the firſt horns plucked up by the roots: 
and behold in this horn were eyes like the eyes 
of man, and a mouth ſpeaking great things. 
I beheld till the thrones were caſt down, and 
the Ancient of days did fit, whoſe garments 
were white as ſnow, and the hair of his head 
flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery 
Rream iſſued and came forth from before him: 
thouſand thouſands miniſtered unto him, and ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand ſtood before him: 
the judgment was ſet, and the books were 


' apencd. I beheld then, becauſe of the voice 
— aaa... 1 
beheld 
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beheld even till the beaſt was flain, and His 
body deſtroyed and given to the burning flame. 
As concerning the reſt of the beaſts, they had 
their dominion taken away; yet their lives were 
prolonged for a ſeaſon and time. I faw in 
the night-viſions, and behold, one like the Son 
of man, came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought 
him neat before im. And there was given 
bim dominiom and glory, and a kingdem, 
that all people, nations, and languages ſhould . 
ſerve him: his dominion is an everlaſting do- 
minion, which ſnall not paſs away, and ger 
Ann 7 


Tele Infportint: viſions were this wich 
preteid: The ſtruggle of the four winds: on the 
great ſea, was a lively type of the univerſal 
conteſt for power amongſt the nations of the 
earth ; which produced tumultuous efforts aptly 
beaſt deſcribed in Daniel's viſion, evidently 
means the Chaldean monarchy; as that govern» 
ment had dignity, was potent and ferocious, 
therefore ſet forth by the ſtrength of a lion; 
the eagles wings'of the 'beaft, alfo denote the 
'rapidity and rapacibuſneſs of Nebuchadnezzar 8 
. amd, its wings being plucked, was a type 
E . of 
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of the revolt of the tributary powers, whick im 
a great meaſure conſtituted the ſtrength of the 
empire: and it being repreſented to have had 
a man's heart given to it, is to be underſtood 
that its courage was abate1, and was weak, 
timorous, and 1 when its. W 
beat ante ' it 
- +> $+:-: — 
eee repectiate ts tae bean 
au dine ya abel of the derben madarcby, 
Chaldean ſtate, but was equally cruel and in- 
fatiable. This beaſt is deſcribed to have raiſed 
itſelf up on one fide againſt the lion, and ſoon 
maſtered it, which was fulfilled by the victories 
the Perſians obtained over the Babylonians ; 
the three ribs in its mouth indicated the 
remains of thoſe nations it - had devoured, 
which ſerved to repreſent its voracious propen · 
fity, and to evince its inability to effeft univer: 
fal havock : therefore the command, * Ariſe, 
devour much fleſh,” implied that it ſhould. for- 
fake thoſe ribs that ftuck quan fine N 
yo ao Tee 
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oppreſſed by the Perſians. 


33 
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The third beaſt, is deſceibed,as,/a - leopard, 


and was à type of the, Grecian monarchy | 
ended by, beer the; Gare which wp 


compared to, This ate is "fad to have 
bad four wings, to denote. the ſuperiority of 
Alexander's conqueſts to Nebuckadnezzar's, 
who. is typically repreſented under the form of - 
a hon, and to have had but two wings. The 
ſwiftneſs and rapidity of Alexander's ſucceſſes 
vas alſo ſet forth by the four wings; and. in 
the. ſpace. of Ex years, he gained. thei whole 
Perſian empire, great part of Aſia, Syria, Egypt, 
India, and other nations. The four, heads of 
this beaſt, undoubtedly meant Alexander's four 
chief captains, Antipater, or as.others, Caſlay- 
der, Ptolemy, Seleucus, and or as 
others, Antigonus; who after. his, death were 
perpetually engaged in, conteſts for ſuperiority: 
and at length divided the. 3 
| n r 
The fourth beat whickis repreſented tobaye 
been more formidable, and miſchievouſly in 
clined than the reſt, dreadful and tel 
is ſuppoſed by ſome commentators to have been 
a type of the Roman empire; whilſt pthers 


maintain it denoted the Syrian government, and 
Cc 4 
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a foily-of the Scleucide. Thoſe who 


opinion, allege, that the ten 
Sora ore arepreſentation of the following ten 
*kingdoms, Italy, France, Spain, Germany, Bri- 
Egypt. The nale born which roſe by the 
An e the other horns, they #ert to be the 
[Turkiſh empire, whith fuccecded che Greciatio. 
Tn defence of the Syrian argument, theſe who 
favour it, urge the eruel adminiſtration of the 
ape prefigured. The ten horns, are by 
e fipped"the- foundation of three of the 
Lingdoms, which he added to his other domi- 
: widntedinrepidity. e268 ns 


The prediction of the future judgment, and 
the” avful circumſlamces of the Shechinah, 
&r Divine Preſence, and the Meſſiah's taking to 
1 | Pars I; | > 4 | 


Make great things and made war with the ſaints,” is Anti- 
a; or the pope and court of Rome. ; 
. % «> 


* 
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bimſelf 


b 1 


Bimſelf great pole and reigning. are de- 
feribed with ſuch ſublimity,. it mult imprels 6 on 
the reader, a deep ſenſe of the majeſly, power, 
aud grandeur of his eternal Kingdom. The 

Supreme Being is called the Ancient 'of bays, : 
becauſe he is God from everlaſfing to ever- 
laſting ; his throne which is deere formi⸗ 
dable, and the fire that iſſued from, and ſur- 
rounded it, are a lively type of the avenging 

attributes of the Almighty : and the infiratude- 
of the heavenly hoſt, is beautifully expreſſive 
of the glorious majeſty of the King of ings, 
The mode of judgment” is alſo proved to be 
diffuſiwely juſt; it is poſlitively alferted, the 
books were open,” that all may have or 


to, and behold the equity and righteouſtieſs ot 
the divine adminiftration. The deftruftion 


of the fourth beaſt by this avengitig bee, 

may be interpreted, either of he fubvertion 
or the Syrian empite dy the Parttiikins 26d 
Armenians, and which the Roman general 
Pompey afterwards made a province t6. the 
Roman empire; or elſe to mean the Roman 
empire itſelf, Which ut deſtroyedt foôn after 

e kitigtlolti of me Meffah was eſtabliſhed. * 
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miniſtration, krongiy foretold” the various cir- 
cumſtances of his incarnation, and the bleſſed 


effefts of bis appearance on earth. The 
authority be received from the Ancient, of 
days, proves the divine miſſion. of our bleſſed 
Redeemer, who though he was co-exiſtent 
with his father, and participated of his glory, 
from the foundation of the world, graciouſly 
condeſcended to take our nature upon him, 
to redeem mankind from the guilt, puniſh- 
ment and power of fin, and the dominion of 
Satan: for which purpoſe he was manifeſt in 
fleſh and crucified. After his reſurreftion from 
the dead, he aſcended into heaven to be glori- 
fed, where he received from his father power 
overall fleſh. To him-was given an univerſal. 
monarchy that ſhall never fail, to, him all 
nations muſt fubmit, and every knee bow ; he 
is the head of all principalities and powers, 
over which he will rule to the endleſs ages of 
eternity, I oct TO 


| the progreſs of earthly thrones and empires, 
but alſo the immutable foundation of Chriſt's 
ee 
* 15 6 
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penſation, which ſerves the efſenial and falu- i 


tary purpoſe of conyerting unbelievers, and 
GENES the faith of om Chriſtians, 


Two. years hw Daniel had * the viſoo 
185 E recited ; the overthrow of the B. Fl 55 3. 
Perſian empire by Alexander was 
alſo plainly revealed to him, and the perſecution 
the Jews were to experience by Antiochus, king 
of Syria, typically repreſented by a ram and he- 
goat. The latter is deſeribed to have attacked and 
overcome the former, which may be interpreted 
thus: The ram was deſigned to expreſs the 
Perſian monarchy, who puſhed: its horns to 
extend its conqueſt weſtward, towards Baby- 
lon, Syria, Greece, and Leſſer Alia; northward 
towards the Lydians, Armenians, and Scythyans; 
and ſouthward towards Arabia, Ethiopia, and 
Egypt, which cauſed it to become formidable to 
all the nations of the earth: yet at length it is 
deſcribed to have; been encountered and over- 
come by a he-goat, meaning Alexander, Who 
came from Greece, which lay to the welt 
of Perſia, and conquered Darius Codomanus, 
and thereby put a period to the Perſian monar- 
chy. The remaining part of the viſion relates 
to Fe diviſion of Alexander's kingdom after 

e his 


- "£*4 


TE 

his deceaſe, which is unimportant to the preſent 
The increafing power of the Medes and 
Bc $64. Perſians, induced the king of Baby- 
PAS + lon at this period to go into Lydia 
with great part of his treaſures, to conſult 
Crefus his friend and ally, what meaſures he 
ſhould adopt for the ſecurity of his dominions. 
Wu he was in thoſe regions, he eſtabliſhed 
a mercenary army, conſiſling of various Aſiatic 
nations, over whom he appointed Crœſus to 
alt as general, after which Belſhazzar returned 
to Babylon. As Cyrus had received informa- 
tion of theſe proceedings, he marched againſt 
the combined enemy who had taken · the city of 
Prefia, and in a great meaſure deſolated the 
country: but being overtaken by Cyrus, 
Crceſus was defeated and put to flight. Cyrus 
purſued his adverſary, who had too haſtily dif. 
malled his allies, and obliged him to retreat to 
Sardis, where he was blocked up by a cloſe 
fiege. Crafus in this diſtreſsful Rate, im- 
plored the aſſiſtance of the powers with whom 
he had formed an alliance; but Cyrus carried 
on the attack with ſuch ſpirit, the 
4. 548. city ſurrendered before any relief 
could be afforded. Crœſus was taken captive, 
| " 
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and condemned to be burnt to death; when 
the funeral pile was erefted, and the victim 
laid on it preparatory. to the execution of 
the ſentence, he was obferved to exclaim 
-emphatically, Solon, Solon, Solon!“ which 
induced Cyrus to inquire into the cauſe of the 
ejaculation. On being informed, that Crœſus 
in his proſperity having diſplayed his treaſures 
to Solon the famous Athenian philoſopher, 
| demanded of him, whether he did not eſteem 
him happy from the poſſeſſion of ſuch riches: 
to which the wiſe man calmly replied, that 
he could pronounce no man to be happy as long 
as he lived, as the moſt proſperous could not 
foreſee what would happen before his death! 
a remark that Crœſus then felt the force of, 
therefore expreſſed his conviction, by invoking 
the name of his ſagacious monitor. This cir- 
cumſtance wrought fo effeftually on Cyrus's 
feelings, and infpired him with ſuch fympa- 
thetic compaſſion for Crœſus, he ordered him 
to be taken from the pile, and not only ſpared 
his life, but made an ample proviſion for his 
ſupport, and afterwards conſulted him on 10. 
og important of md ow BAY 
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made all the nations in hok pans > 545 
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fubjeR to his power, and then proceeded towards 
Babylon, it being the only eaſtern unſubdued 
dominion. In conſequence of Cyrus's hoſtile 
operations, a battle enfued between the Per- 
fians and Aſfyrians; the latter wing Aion. 
Belſhazzar was blocked up in Babylon, after 

which Cyrus commenced a vigorous ſiege 
again{t that city. This enterpriſe was attended 
firength of the walls, and alſo from its internal 
defence; it was beſides amply ſtored with pro- 
viſions, which cauſed the inhabitants to be too 
confident of their ſafety, and to contemn the 
idea of being conquered. This deluſive belief 
fo enthuſiaſtically poſſeſſed the Babylonians, 
they fcolfed at Cyrus from the top of their 
walls, and defied his threats. As Cyrus found 
that the regular proceſs of aſſault afforded but 
{mall hope of ſucceſs, he reſolved to ſtarve the 
inhabitants into compliance: this plan of 
operation the ſkilful warrior purſued for the 
ſpace of two years, but at length effected the 
conqueſt by the following firatagem : | 


As a feſtival approached which the Baby- 
lonians celebrated with licentious revels, and 
incbriaed exceſſes during the whole night, 
 Cyras took the advantage of that feaſonable 
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n attack them by ſurpriſe. To gain 
acceſs into the city, he diſpatched a party of 
his troops to break the banks that divided the. 
river ¶Euphrates and the, canal before men- 
tioned, Which turned the current into the lake: 
through , which, means, by the. time half the 
night Was expired, the river Was almoſt dry, 
and conſequently fordable, which enabled the 
Perſian. troops to enter the channel. under the 
| guidance of the two revolted Babylovians | 
Gadates and Gobrias. The river being thus 
drained, the army proceeded i in its courſe to 
the gates of the city, which they found open, 
for the Babylonians in the exceſs of their 
drunkenneſs had forgotten to ſhut them the pre- 
ceding evening. By this fortunate omiſſion, 
the Perſians gained an eaſy entrance into the 
city, and advanced to the palace. When the 
guards perceived their enemies near approach, 
they ſtrove to defend themſelves, but were 
Dain in the attempt, which cauſed a general | 
alarm; in conſequence of which, the gates of 
| the palace were opened to, inquire. into the 
cauſe of the commotion, immediately the Per- 
Hans ruſhed into the palace, where they found 
the king with his ſword; drawn at the bead 
of his adherents, and who was B.C. 538. 
mn _ * his partiſans | 


allo 
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alfo fell victims to the Perfians warlike : reſent- 


to pay ſome attention to the miraculous cir- 
The Scriptures inform us, that BeHhazzar made 
a ſumptuous entertainment for his lords and 
counſellors, wives, and concubines, the night 
in which he was ſhin; and his dominions 
wreſted from him. To increaſe the magni- 
ficence of this repaſt, Belſhazzar wantohly 
profaned the gold and filver veſſels (which 
had been taken from the temple at Jeruſaiem): 


His unhallowed gueſts to drink out of them. 
This impious aft was rebuked 'by the God of 
Trael, the Almighty, in an awful and extrabr- 
dinary manner. In the midſt of their drinking 
and praiſing their own idolatrous gods, there 
was a fupernatural appearance of a hand, wri- 
ting a ſentence on the wall; this miraculous 
event was perceived by the king, who was 
thereby fo exceedingly alarmed; his knees 
Tnote one againſt another. He cried aloud, 
and wiſe men, to explain the weititig ;/ bu 

| they 
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they were unable to do it. In this Wes 88, c 
juncture, Nitocris the queen-mother entered, 
and beſought her ſon to ſend for Daniel, 
| whom ſhe repreſented as equal to the taſk of 
unfolding the deepeſt myſteries, When the 
holy prophet came into the Ling' pre ſence, 
he undauntedly reproved him for his manifold 
and heinous tranſgreſſions, and affuted tim; the 
profatation of the ſacfed veſſels of the Jewi 
temple, 'and his other fins had prodyced the 
awful ſentence on the wall, the literal inter- 
pretation of Which was, God had hümbere 
his Kingdom and fintthed li, tat his dothiniotis 
| were to be taken from him, and given to the 
Medes and Perſians.” The enſuing night 
after Belſhazzar heard theſe awful tidings, the 
Medes and Pefhans forced ther entrance into 
the palace, and numbered the King with the 
Bain. " WY We I 2 NG . 
Thus ended the Pipl apt“ now 
the only remaining branch of the famous 
Aſſyrian monarchy. Its dominion had been 
Tuſtained for the ſpace of two hundred and nine 
years: and its conſequence increaſed by the 
addition of Aſſyria to it. Thefe countries in 
their ſeparate or combined ſway, rather con- 
tended for empire, than eſtabliſhed it. The 


city | 


TE 
ity of Babylon, by being the metropolis of 


kingdom, became alſo the ſeat of iniquity, 
which God cauſed the prophets Iſaiab, 


farther effuſion of blood) Cyrus ordered a pro- 
clamation to be made in the city of Babylon, 
that all perſons ſhould be ſafe and preſerved 
who would give up their arms; but thoſe who 
refuſed theſe conditions were-to be put to the 
fword. Theſe terms were unanimouſly accept- 
ed, and Cyrus thus obtained a complete 
conqueſt over the Babylonians, after a warlike | 
conteſt of twenty-one years. 238 


* 
— 
Wh | 
1 
« 


4 * ] 


' When Cyrus Bad adjuſted affairs: i Baby- 
„„ ſee his father and 
mother, ant on his return from thence through 


Media, married the daughter of Cyaxares, or 


Darius his uncle, on condition of having the 
reberſion of the kingdom of Media after his 
deceaſe. Darius the Mede took poſſeſſion of 
the eity of Babylon after the death of Belſhaz- 
zar; as Cyrus notwithſtanding he had con- 
quered it, gave place to his uncle, by allowing 
him a ſhare and preference in all his new ter- 
ritories. Cyaxares accompanied Cyrus and 
his bride to Babylon, where they jointly con- 
extenſive and newly acquired dominions. Ac- 
.cordingly, the empire was divided into one 
which was- aſſigned to thoſe perſons, 
vices in the proſecution of the latè war. There 
vere alſo three preſidents appointed, who were 
intruſted with: the eſſential government of the 
whole. The moſt potent or chief of theſe mini- 
.Kers was Daniel, whoſe wiſdom, integrity, ” 
rere entitled him to pre- eminence. 
"5% Ai eimal d i 03 pn 
This 8 ſuperior merit n 
. excited the envy of ſome malevolent 
l | | perſons 


* 
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.perſdns in the court, of Darius, Who induf⸗ 
moully ſought his overthow. As this righteous 
minifler's condutt was irreproachable; their 
"allegations could only ariſe from a malicious 
repreſentation of his tric adherence to his 
duty, in worlhipping the God he believed in 
and profeſſed to adore. In a country abſorbed 
in the groſſeſt idolatry, this circumſtance was 
-capable of being wreſted, ſo as to eſſect the 
Abet defigns. Daniel's enemies being un- 
obliged to have recourſe: to the baſe expedient 
_ of infligating Durius 40 iſſue u decree; thut all 
Perſons who fhould aſl a petition of any god or 
man for the ſpace of thirty days, except df king 
Darda, were to be caſt into the lion's den. 
-This decree was figned and ſealed in form, 
and according to the laws of the Medes and 
Perſians, could not be reverſed. As the fear 
of man, or the dread of temporal puniſhments 
Ad not prevent Daniel's imploring the mercy 
of God by fervent prayer, his enemies ſought 
+ Acer him in the aft of ſupplication, 
en made report of it to che king. 
accompanying heir acruſation, with an earneſt 
requeſt to have the puniſhment immediately 


anflified on the object of their envious dread. 
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Jorely grieved, and ſought to deliver Danieł:- 
but could not revoke the decree he had raſhliy 
iſſued: therefore Daniel was Eaſt into the 
den of lions, and the afflicted monarch ſealed 
the ſtone put on its mouth with his own- 
ſignet. At ien vt od ry 
As a proof of Darius's grief on this occa- 
ſion, he retired to his palace, and ſpent the 
night in faſting and tokens of ſorrow, and would 
not ſuffer any muſic to play before him as at 
other times. The next morning he repaired to 
the den in perſon, and on his arrival at the 
place of terror, between hope and fear for his 
ſafety, he called for Daniel, and to his inex- 
preſſible aſtoniſhment and joy, heard him reply, 
with the affurance * that God had ſent his 
angel and ſhut the lions mouths, and that they 
had done him no harm.“ Darius rejoiced at 
this unexpefted deliverance; and commanded 
Daniel to - be taken out of the den, and his 
wicked accuſers and their families to be thrown 
into it—who- as a juſt pumſkment for their 
iniquities, e 8 
OT e nnen 


This eee eee 
converted Darius from bis idolatry, to the 


worſhip, 
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worlkip, or at leaſt the honourable acknow- 
ledgment of the only true God; in proof of 
which, he cauſed it to be proclaimed, © That, 
in every dominion of his kingdom, men tremble 
and fear before the God of Daniel, for he was 
the living God, and his kingdom everlaſting.” 
Thus does the Lord proteR his faithful ſervants, 
and convert thoſe who are in the ſhades of 
„ 


On Darics's Seton to the throne of Ba- 
bylon, Daniel computed that the ſeventy years. 


ſeventy weeks after the procla- 
was iſſued for Jeruſalem being re- 


according to Prophetic computa- 


9 ] 

a 2 year, which is the cleareſt prophecy of 
4 miniſtration, death, and reſurreQion of 
our bleſſed Redeemer the Old Teſtament af- 
fords; as it agrees, in time and circumſtances, 
with the exaft æra when Chriſt was manifeſted 
to the world, to be an example of all virtues 
and righteouſneſs, and then crucified to take 
away fin, and effett the re ol man- 
King. 


: 
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About two years aſter Cyrus returned to Ba-. 
bylon, Cambyſes his father died in . 
Perſia, and nearly at the ſame pe- BC: 686. 
riod Cyaxares or Darius his uncle reſigned his 
breath; in conſequence of which, by lineal 
deſcent and mutual compact, Cyrus attained 
the ſole poſſeſſion of the Median, Perſian, 
and Babylonian dominions, which were 99 
him now 7 7 in one Epen y A 

On account of Daniel's ie pense on be- 
half of the people of Iſrael and Judah, Cyrus 

iſſued a decree for their reſtoration to liberty | 
and the poſſeſſion of their native land, with 
authority fot rebuilding the temple at Jeruſalem.” 
Notwithſtanding Daniel had-very great influence 
by his own power and Ration, he had recourſe 
10 c 


ving | 


L a}. 
clared intention of the Almighty to redeem. 
he therefore adviſed Cyrus to be the inſtru- 
ment under God of effeRting this great pur- 
pole, as the prophet Iſaiah had ſpoken of him 
by name a hundred and fifty years before he 
was born, and deſcribed him as a great con- 
gueror, and the reſtorer of the people of Iſrael. 
Theſe arguments co-operating with Cyrus's de- 
fire to cultivate the land of Judea, which in 


„ 1 
pumbers of the other tribes availed themſelves 
of the -privilege of returning; though many 
perſons who had ſettled in Chaldea,.and other 
eaſtern provinces, and were proſperous, did not 
chuſe to leave their. accumulated poſſeſſions to, 
undertake a cultivation oſadefolated country, — 
Theſe conſiderations; indwoed many Hraelites, Fc 
particularly thoſe of the ncher ſort, not to re- 
turn to their native land, though thouſands 
from patriotic n motives, repajred 
WIS 10 Folz a tren bart rl goat 
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| When the ſcarlhes proceeded towards Indes, 
eee eee neee 
the ſon of Salathielꝭ the ſon of Jehaj- - + - 
achin king vf Judah; and Jeſhuathe lon of Jo- 
zadak the high prieſt. Zerubbabel (whoſe Baby, 
loniſh name was:Sheſbhazaar) was made gover: 
nor of the) land; of. Jades by commiſſion. from 
Cyrus. under che title of Tithatha.; and Jeſnhua 
was high · prie ſi by lineal deſcens from the ponti, 
his decree-for. the zemple; being rebuilt, he or; 
dered all che ſacred, veſſels, io he reit | 
had been taken from ahence ; hich; by,copal 
command. were delivered: to: Zerubbabel, by 
Muhzedath the King's uaſurer. 0 4 en Loney 
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. 
wn 
er dle Nialaw invitement for many of the 
mene en inte Juden thity employed 
che firſt yen ef Meir deliverance: from capti- 
y i cee - miberiale- dd contracting 
Kür —iteworkaicn, which enabled them 
*& ky d on. ol the” ſa- 

ed ructure, i he ſecond: mom of the 
ſecond” years” This" event” Was Joyful to the 
tener par of: che ſpefators ; but the old 
men who had ſeen the glory of the former 
temple, wept at the remembrance of its mag- 
elificeuce und deſtructio, defpairitly of ſeeing 
ons eroded m the dent comparable to it, eithet 
tor beauty br ſplendor. The inferiority of 
tid ficw t6- dhe od wernple wus declared by 
Goc to the prophet Haggai, whe pronounced 
it would be us nothing when brought into com- 
petit with: The dimonſibris- of the two 
—— bs the m temple was 
erected on che foundation of the old one; but 
tte ruſture was not conipaſted” with the fame 
games ace Pa 
of the ruttis- of '' Solomon's 

— The decoratide of the ſecond temple 


— in fig worth and curious to 
+... behold: 


L ms 1 


behold: David's and Solomer's treafures'ha- 
ving been liberally diſpenſed te embeliah that 
, n 6? VE. aorrx 174-09 11 C 
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This ineqdaliiq"as not alone coiifined wh 
ths: external part: of che ſhacture, but e. 


eſpecially by ie deficiency of the frve- fob 
lowing articles, which ' diftinguiſhed: the houſe 
Solomon had built and dedicated to Sed. 


nah, or the Divine © Prefence, which reftizd 
on: the mercy-feat; thirdly ve Umm 


the holy fire, which-firſt deſcended frons bes- 
ven at the conſecration of Aaron; aud was mi- 


raculouſſy renewed at the dedication of Solo- 
mon's temple, and remained unemtinguiſtad 
till the Chaldeans deſtroyed Jeruſalem; and 


fifthly, the deficiencyof the ſpirit of pruphecy; 


_ which was in part, but not altogether, waiting 


in the new temple, as the prophets\ Haggi, 


Zechariah, and Malachi-prophefied in it bet 
after their ' deceaſe, Mhich happened nearly: at 
e e eee e eee wi. ie 
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-- Thus far did the new temple fall ſhort of the 
former one, which cauſed the old men to 
weep; but to compenlate for the want of theſe 


che falneks of 2imze, cnade-ample zmends; and 
cauſed it to exceed. the former in glory, and 
9 completed the — Haggai 


e the Samaritans heard that the Tſrae!- 
— to rebuild the temple at Jeruſalem, 
they offered their aſſiſtance, on the condition 
<fbeng admined to join in worſhip wich them. 
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e This ungenerous 
rondutt excited the Ifraclites reſentment, aui 
laid the foundation of the enmity which: ever 
after ſubſiſted / between” the two people. Is 
tants of Judea; as the Cuthites were ſent to 
inhabit Samaria, when it was ſubdued by Sal- 


manaſſar, which gave riſe to the idolatry ani 


n evil praftices introduced into that coun- 
. decree; for the re- 
the ereſtion of the temple, Daniel hereupon 
faſted and mourned. for the ſpace of three 
weeks; and, in the courſe of the ſame month, 
Ann ſuceeſſion of the 
the Roman eres. ee did bun 


A. Wee 2 Ts —— 
diQions, have been in part traced in the in- 
veſtigation of former prophecies, we ſhall only 
r Po- 


[ 1 


anins) = the Ling of the South mentioneſ in 
DanizVs prophecy; - and-Seleucus, anbther 
_ ofthatthero's "captains, the king of dhe 
North that was overcome: he left two ſons, 
Seleucus and Antiochus, who are exprefsly ſaid 
d hure muſtered and afſembled a numerous 
22 ies eee e eee 
— Nicancr the king of. Syria, were 
lo called the Seleucidz. The prediftion-of 
the endeavour to unite theſe kingdoms, . was 
bi daughter Berenice to Antiocins 
Medi of Syria, who bad à wiſe named 
DE. T alhenoe did not produce a 
<oalinonef intereſts, or national compa ; che 
ao kingdoms were apdy wpified:by the iron 
and clay in Nebuchadnezzar's image, Which 
never cemented : but both ſtates were greatly 


—— — 
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them... N ne ogg i i ; - oath, 39 
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r d deatb:of Naniel, the Jſcanhites Joſtia 
ſtrenuoug eb and wile xounlellor, and 
their enemies had an opportunity of better 
ing heir baſe. deſigns in obirutting the 
prograls vf the temple. Notwithlandiog theſe 
checks, thepeople, 10 the tant of theig.aly- 
bays pexfeversd in the proſeauinn. of the work, 
aul geceived great allifange from the Tr 
for prying er ge 
Hund in navigation. and meet aegletied 
'bartesed hips and Eben with 
dhe, liebes for their cn, Ning. dbl. 
tan Aena 204 3:58 6:2643 0 
Seven years rate. pple of L an ad - 
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Sefting the manner of Cyrus s denth, ſome 
are of opinion he wes flain in battle, und 
of nature; the lauer ſuggeſtion is moſt pro- 
bable, as he was buried at Paſargarda in 
Perks, where his monument was * | 
-vill che time of Alexander the Gren 
T2299 ., 39. inte $8. bet). inf 20003 
Cyrus was ſucceeded in che government of 
_ the Perfian dominions by his ſon Cambyſes, 
- who by many is ſuppoſed to be the prince 
 fiyied Ahefuerus in the Scriptures. He did not 
- inherit the greatneſs of ſoul! whieh diſtin- 
_ gailited bis Hheraic -anceſtor 5 therefore the 
enemies of Iſrael ſought to prevail on him to 
whack, from reverence to his royal father's me- 
mory, he did not aſſent to, though he neither 
— nh arranged AY he did 
reign. 1 


Soon 


— were-cloſely belinged, and-foon == 
yicked tothe power of the Perſians > rer. f 


ta. 


the degraded monarch's ambition not being 
fubducd, he projetteil: meaſures for the reco- 
very. of 'his dominions. . This endeavour ex- 
cated the reſentment of the Perſian king, and 
ſubjected Plammenitus to the hard ſentence of 
——— which put kj 
Qed of din enccnhdc} On ehis, thi grins 
unpverially fubmitted to Cambyſes, and the 
Libyans, Cyrenians, eee eee 
CT en en eee eee 


| In the een ye, cbt. os 
n und — | 
latter was raſhly proſecuted, in conſequence of 
a taunting reply he received from the king of 


3 other by Jot. This ws. om 
their” raſh -monerch to reiura to Memphis, 
$22 0 | An 


in dhe deſerts.. 51 Hh Wrttr- 
ti {6 e 8421, 6s 4:98 d 
rr 
l Abi had appeared. amen 
hem. As; he ;aſcxibed,, — 
cireupliance ef ha accent dßsppoimee, 
and. anſucceſeful return, he.conſidered dhe rea. 
fon they alſned for their gejaicing as merely 
Muſive: from this Idea, he chndemned the 
magiſtrates and prieſis 10 ſuffer. death, and 
ordarell their, enemared deity do, be. brought 
into his, prefence; When thecnraged monarch 
beheld, ihe idol to he nothing: mare/fthan;.a 
bull withi particular; marks. he was greatly in- 
cenlſed; .and,nuck.,it inthe thigh with hig 
: daggers in nee irh 
by . ———— | 
as dhe god Oſiris in the form, pf. a. bull at 
Mempina be. was called Rhin and. at Hebe- 
mere how in vaotys 8” Sri * Bar 
tots $1544 
ld which: Cambyſes held this 
b in induced him to ordain, that all who 
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Egyptians, Cy of this order,” —— 
narch was ſtruck — —.— 
— — that mo- 
| ; but his — 
other 
— — 
i becauſe — 
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In conſequence of this daring ntteimpt, 
Cambytes iſſued orders for the immediate 
fappreſſion of abe uſurper; but 'as he was 
his ford fell from its Meat und | wounded 
him- in the thigh; which, according to the 
Egypuan tradition, was in che very place he 
had Rabbed their Apis, and was conſidered by 
them as a judgment for his impiety. During 
his relidence in (Egypt, „he had: conſulted the 
oracle of that country, ieh informed him be 
ſhould die at Ecbatana, he therefore reſolved not 
wo gothither; but was not aware there was à place 
called Eebatana in Syvia, and where, atahis time, 
he languiſhed with hie und. When: inform- 
od that he / was: imitho-very-place which from 
it name. he wiſhed 20- avoid; he. was Jo con- 
fdem be ſhouldiexpire there, tie ſammoned 
the chiefs of the Perſian empire, and acquaimed 
them his brother was really dead, and entreated 
them to oppoſe che factitom Smerdis's pre- 
renfions to the crown, and to prevent the 
demimions retarning to the Medes, adviſed 
ben 0 ſet p a King. As chis counſel Was 
ſuppoſed to proceed from the ul. will uf Cam- 
t t his brother,: the perſons to whom it 
was givey paid no attention cout, bat unani- 
moully acquieſced with Smerdis 's claim to the 
* kingdom, 
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the government: and, it being the cuſtom 
far Eaſtern Kings not 4 appear in public, 
and to be diſſicult of acceſa, Smerdis the Ma- 
gian, for a egen deceived this 
e e cee nm. 5 1 

This Smerdis is pp to wy Ahe rte 
called Artaxerxes“ ©»Who:1was:D0 ſooner con- 
ritans Teproſented the Iſraelites as @ flanger = 
ous people; therefore adviſed the ſuppreſſion 
of their ancreafing power, on the pretence that, 
when they were fully eſtabliſhed, they would 
withdraw their allegiance and reſuſe 40 ꝓe 
ſble, and coincided; ſo entirely with Smerdis 
ideas; he iſſued a decret for the. people f 
Iſrael to proceed no further in the building of 
the temple, or the cultivation of their country, 
commands. put in foree. In: gonſequence; of 
theſe. directions, the Samsatitans paired to 

Jeruſalew, where they produced the; commiſ- 

fion Which authoriſed chem 0 ſatiate theirana- 
licious revenge, and by compulſion, apliged 
theilſrietites to ade ſiſt nam the” exceaution: of = 
* tt 1506 Mabpatyuojdindg > avis 

Re | their 
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nxerzes diſcouraged the Iſraelites in the inſtance 
juſt recited; in other reſpetts he favoured them, 
and as the means of ſecuring his uſurped autho- 
rity, releaſed them and the reſt of his tributary 
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w its detection, fo Artaxerxes or 'Smerdis 
married Atoſſa the daughter of Cyrus, and 
widow of Cambyſes, that in caſe his own right 
pretenfions might be a plea in his favour: 
he alſo took another wife of his predeceſſor, 
named Phedyma. Her father Otanes a noble 
Perſian, diſcovered Smerdis to be an impoſtor, 
by commanding his daughter to feel when her 
huſband was aſleep whether he had any ears; 
he formed a conſpiracy with ſix of the prinei- 
pe nobility to cut off the uſurper. When the 
few Artxerxes or Smerdis, and his brother 
abborrence of the Magians, deſtroyed all of 
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the fe they could diſcover: act poople "vere 
worſhippers of fire, as derive from the fun. 
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monarehy mould be preſerved as it had been 
eee and as the means of de- 
termining whichof themſelves ſhould be inveſt- 

ed with ſovereign authority, they agreed to up- 
pear on horſeback at ſun-riſe;in the vicinage of 
the city, when the important event was to be 
decided, and that candidate choſen whoſe horſe 
- neighed/ firſt. -/ This mode of elefiion was per. - 
feltly confiſtent - with che es ef he 
Peiftan teligion; the ſun being che great objet 
of their adoration, ' One of the domeſtics of Da- 


rius the ſon of Hyſtaſpesbringinfotriedof theſe 
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Ide ſucceſhon being thay eſlahliſned, Darius 
the ſecond, hewed exiraordinary favour de h 
colleagues, whom he admitted dato his pre- 
cn withget zelerve, and conſulted on all 
important occaligus. . There were allo. parti- 
cular diſtinctians in their dreß ; far they. were 
permitted 40 wear their Turham the hind part 
before, 20 perpownte ther exploit againſt the 
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reer 
med Atuſſe the widow pf Cambyles, and 
allo of Smerdia che der 
Aae wham, he Sn. Arifiona apatber 
davghter af Cyrusis, who was the alt beloved 
pon ep meats re rb h nit M n 


511 was eee ee . rg nl 
nes by ehrinmeightoucs cealed whea.the, ure: 


beit land 10 be. hawenz h agg, prophet 
Haggai informing them of che, diſplenſua of 
the Almighty, and the judgment it hadeprp- 
duced, they zealouſly purſucd their opens 
about the temple. To encourage their per- 
4 2 5 | ſeverance, | 


1 
ſeverante,thie prophet gave: them +he.chotting 
aſſurance, that God would proſper their undes- 
taking and make the flxuftuse they were-ereft- | 
ing exceed dhe former temple in glory: a pro- 
2 prediſtion of the preſence af Chriſt. 
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conduct, the land-was renilered fruitfil; and 
the ereftion of the temple.advanced faſt. This 
£xcitedthe Samaritansenvy aſe ſh, andinſtigatad 
ther to refiſt its completion. Lo ©; oc 
elle@uhixpurpoſe,' they cxaftibyaps, N AG 519- 
plied to: Tamaiithe garen f Taleſtina und 
Syria, fuggeſting dat ahe ipeeple f IA 
Ader hon legal authority. On 4bis, Tamm, 
from à fenſe of duty went to.Jerafaleni; at 
mine inqunpuf the chief nuben what. ground 
the Ifnelites proceeded: bn from! ahm he 
Tocereedthe-indelpmerd evidence, abatchey wear 
authoriſed: to'exeoute their work by à decree 
of Cyrus, whichichey produced.:. As Tami 
could neither revoke, nor diſpute the validity 
of this ii, he iinpartially frited the re- 
$pedire fafts, and ſent them to the king. h 
tus future oondutivtowards the Ifraelnes might 
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application cauſed a general ſearch to be made 
in the records, and the counterpart of Cyrus 's 
decree in favour of the people of Iſrael was 
found; which Darius confirmed from the reſpeli 
he had for his royal predeceſſor, and alſo 
When the decree was firmly eſtabliſhed, it 
| was fent to Tatnai, with ſtrict inzunctions to 
the four annual faſts they had obſerved for the 
ſeventy years of the Babyloniſh: captivity. 
The firſt of theſe faſts was kept in commemo- 
emtion of Nebuchadnezzar laying. fiege to 
Jerulalem ; the ſecond to perpetuate the re- 
 membrance of that city being taken ; the third 
for the city and temple being burnt: by Ne- 
buzaradan ; and the fourth, becauſe on that 
emnifortunc, as it cauſed the further diſperſion 
2 ——ů ů ů 
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-— Darien, by the — inhabitants of 
Babylon (who were his tributary fubjefts) was 
under the neceſſity of laying ſiege to that city: 
on the appearance of his formidable amy. the 

/ 
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the Gege with intrepidity, and politically hoh 

cruelly killed all the women and children to 
leſſen the conſumption of food, reſerving only 
one wife, and à female ſervant to each man; 
which barbarous meaſure accompliſhed ſome 
of Ifaiah's prophecies, concerning che fate of 


and eight months, Darius reduced the city = 


the regular operations of a ſiege afforded but 


ſmall hopes of ſucceſs, he ſent Zopyrus one of 
his chief commanders in a mangled condition 
to the enemy, under che pretence he had been 
thus cruelly treated by Darius; this circum- 
ſtance exciting the Babylonians compaſſion, 
the ſpecious ſufferer gained confidence, ſo as 
to- be appointed. one of their principal officers, 
which afforded hir the opportunity of betray- 
the city, he beat down the walls and gates, 
and conſigned the inhabitants to the Perſians 
Zechariah s. prediction to that et. In 


2 
dn pardoned che reſt of the inhabitans. He 
allo in conſequence of the cruel maſlacre of the 
women, ſent for fifty thouſand females from 
His other provinces to repair their loſs. Thus 
did the chaſtiſement of Babylon, and the re- 
ftoration of Jeruſalem: keep pace; and accord = 
with the 'prophet Jeremiais prophetic evi- 
dence. | Babylon first became a province to 
the Perſian empire, and was governed by a 
deputy, after having been the metropolis of 
the Aﬀyrian dominions, the ſeat of empire 
being removed to Skaſhan or Suſa, at the com- 
mencement of Cyrus's reign ; and after various 


At this period the temple at Jeruſalem was 
Ac $15. completely finiſhed, and ſolepinly 
dedicated, by the prieſts, Levites, 

and whole congregation of Ifrael. This feſtival 
prativade, with ſacrifices, and oblations of 
various kinds. In the month fucceeding the 
enen of the temple, which was the firſt 
of the year, the paſſover was alſo obſerved in 
* with a degree of extraordinary ſolemnity 
and devotion, manifeſting the peoples joy 
ö 
. Babyloniſh 


yen 


Babyloniſh captivity; and For che 
bleſfing of being rein ſtaed im 
their holy „ „een, ane 2 1145 5 
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+ TheSamaritansctribute. be; 
rebuilding-of the! temple, which by various 
delays had bern twenty years, etetting, thoſe 
malevolent people renewed their ſupprefied 
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boats, and” by that means entered into Scy- 
. This expedition proved unſucceſsful ; 
Darius's army was haraſſed, and in a great 
meaſure deſtroyed, which obliged him to return 
diſappointed in his views, and in the courſe of 
his retreat was involved in ſuch great difficul- 
ties he muſt have periſhed, if the Ionians had 

1— S022; A 
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into their country, ravaged - thoſe parts of 
Thrace fubjeR to his power; but did not-retain 
their conqueſt, for when they retreated, the 
„ r hoes RNS: %o inden 
24 r = 
„ 
its impulſes, Darius ſought to enlarge! his 
territories eaſtward, and to make new diſco- 
veries. He accordingly fitted out a 

C 599. d of ſhips which proceeded from 
the river Indus to the ſouthern ocean, and 
returned through the ſtraits of Babel-mandel 
and the Red-ſea. The important diſcoveries 
that were made in the courſe of this voyage, 
induced Darius to proceed to India with a 
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I 
powerful army, with which he fibdied that 
great tract of country, and made it the twens 
tieth prefecture of his empire. He received 
from this conqueſt the annual tribute of three 
hundred and Gixty talents of gold, af the Toweft 
computation "amounting to the value of one 
million _— five EEE pounds df ver ; 


The Katie eee bi 
tions of revolt, Darius reiniſtated the Tyrian: 
in the poſſeſſion of their city, as they had done 
him ſignal ſervice" in quelking the Ionian in- 
ſurgents, according to the prophecies of Iſaiah 
concerning thoſe people; who from thence- 
forward, became a rich and powerful nation. 
The Ionians being ſtrengthened with the aſhſ- 
tance of Ariſtoragus the governor of Miletus, 
reſolved to proſecute a war againſt the Per- 
dans, and involved” the Atheritatis im it. In 
che courſe” of theſe hoſtile opera- 
tions, the-city 6f Serdis was taken B. C. 
and burnt by the Adientans| which enraged 
the Perfians and induced them to pirſce the” 
incendiaries. The Ionias were ove 
aud ſeverely ſuffered by their adverfaries re- 
fentment ; but the Athenians hoifted their ſails 
and returned fafe- to” their YER and 

Vorl. 1. E from 
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from that period declined acting as-auxiliaries 
in this war. However, the alliance they had 
formed with the Jonians, and their burning 
Sardis, proved the foundation of the Perſian 
- Hon of Greece. So deeply was this reſent- 
ment rooted, Darius commanded one of his 
attendants thrice daily to proclaim, * Sire, 
remember the Athenians!” Of all kinds of 
fuggeſtions, the frailty of human nature ſeems 
leaſt to ſtand in need of monitors, to prompt it 
to the retaliation of injuries; the propenſity 
of man to ſeek revenge. more eſſentially re- 
4 
2 — : 


The Perſians. heks pri aa the 
Jonians, Ariſtoragus fled to Thrace, but Heſ- 
tizus Mileſius, prince of Miletus, returned into 
confederated fleets had reduced moſt of the 
Grecian cities, they formed an alliance with 
Darius, but the Perſian navy-encountered and 
utterly defeated them :- the Ionjans as faithful 
allies endeavoured to give them afliftance, 
but were repulſed, and fruſtrated in their deſign. | 
3 on * Ma in Thrace ſeized 
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the territory of Myrcinus, kick Danus had | 
given to Heſtiæus; but in the ſucceeding year 


whilſt he, was proſecuting 8 he was Oe f 
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conſtituted the chief ſtrength of the Ionian, 
rebellion, they beſieged it by ſea and land; and 
after the moſt vigorous exertion reduced the 
city, which put a final period to the Ionian war: 
the inhabitants of Miletus were ſent _—_ to 
Sale! Deen * 3 | : f 

After the reduction ol Milerus, 1 Perſian. 
army marched into Caria and took ſeveral 

cities; the fleets were alſo employed in reducing 
the iſlands of Samos, Chios, Leſbos, and others 
of leſs importance.” In the courſe of theſe 
congeſts, Heſtiæus was taken captive by the 
Perſians, after which he: was carried to Sardis,” 
and there crucified by the order of Artaphanes . 
one of the chief commanders of the Perſian . 
forces. Theſe victories were attended with the 
moſt deſtructive devaſtation; as the Perſians 
in revenge for Sardis being burnt, conſumed 
the Grecian cities they conquered by ſire, and 
ur W with . cans | 
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The flect and army employed by the Perſians 
intheſe ſervices, chiefly confiſted of Phœnicians, 


reduced all the Grecian iſlands on the Aſian 


fide, they proceeded to the European ſhore of 
the Helleſpont, to ſecure the remaining un- 


conquered poſſeſſions. When Miltiades prince 


of the Thracian Cherfoneſus was informed of 


their martial operations, he collected his valu- - 


able effefts and repaired to Athens; unfortu- 
_ nately one of the ſhips in the fleet that con- 
veyed him thither, was encountered and 
taken by the Phoenicians, and his ſon Melio- 
chus was taken captive and carried to Sula, 
but treated by Darius with great kindneſs and 
W kev. | 1%; „ 


As Darius was diffatisfied with the conduct 
of his generals, he recalled them, and appointed 


Mardonius who had married one of his daugh- 
ters, commander in chief in the maritime parts 
of Aſia, with ftrit ĩnjunctions to invade Greece. 
In the proſecution of theſe orders, when Mar- 
donius arrived at the Helleſpont, he marched 
through Thrace into Macedonia, and his fleet 
counted to protect and aſſiſt him if needful. 
Vn his arrival in Macedonia, the inhabitants 
of that country were fo intimidated at the ſight 
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Cypriots, and Egyptians; and when they had 


e 
of ſuch a formidable force, they voluntarily 
ſubmitted to the Perſians. Notwithſtanding 
this favourable circumflance, the expedition 
proved unfortunate, for after the fleet had ſub- 
dued Thaſus, it was deſtroyed by, a dreadful 


form, and the army much haraſſed and diſlrei- 
id by the menten, of the Thaacians, 


Previous to any further hoſtile operations 
againſt - the Greeks, Darius reſolved to prove 
their inclinations, by ſending heralds to the 
ſeveral cities to demand carth. and water: 
which was the Perlian mode. of -requiſition to 
thoſe powens who meant to. yield without. re- 
| fiſtance. By this means, the beralds proved 
ſucceſsful in moſt of the Grecian cities from the 
inhabitants app rehenſion of the Perſian proweſs; - 
but when thoſe. who whore ſent on this embaſſy 
arrived. at Athens and Lacedzmon, and made 
the uſual demand of earth and water, the in- 
habitants were ſo incenſed, they ralbly threw 
the perſons charged with-this commiſſion, the: 
one into a well, the other into a deep pit: and 
ſarcaſtically commanded them to fetch earth 
and water from thence... This abt being con- 
ſidered as an atrocious violation of the law of 
nations, the people who had been guilty of it 
eftcrwards reproached themſelyes, and offered: 

=_ to 
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to make any reaſonable fatisfation for thi 
wrong. Their conduft was alſo Oy 


condemned by the ag n 


4 The next campaign, the plan een 
againſt the Grecians was fixed for Naxos, 
the chief iſland” of the Cyclades in the Egean 
fea, againſt which there had been an unſucceſ- 
ful enterpriſe about eleven years before. As 
Daros entertained ' doubts of Mardonius's 
martial kill, he appointed Datis a Mede, and. 
Artaphanes a Perſian, to proſecute the Grecian 
war. The city of Naxos: was taken after a 
ſhort ſiege, and deſtroyed by the unrelenting 
ravages of conflagration. * Immediately. after 
this. conqueſt, Eretria was alſo beſieged, 
ſubdued, and the city burnt: -this victory was 
obtained by the treachery of the inhabitants 
who were taken captive. Elated with theſe ſuc- 
celſes, the Perſian generals paſſed into Attica, 
but were encountered by an army of eleven 
thoufand men under the command of Miltiades. 
| This battle was fought in the plains 
B. C: 490. f Maratbod, and the Perſians were 
defeated notwithſtanding the great ſuperiority of 
their forces being twenty for one; by which 


mens they were under the neceſſity of retreating 
to their ſhips, and returned into Aſia in a dif- 
graceful 
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1'condition.” The ie 4oft in this 
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dians having Sus far proved unſucceſsful, he 
determined to head his armament and attack 
wem bimfelf, while part of his forces were 
getatched to reduce the Egyptian revolters, 
and for this the whote empie was armed. 
Three years had been employed in preparatichs 
when de Egyptian reden became very ferious, 
which rather. increaſed * than abated Dartus's 
boſtile intentions. Previous to einbarking on 
theſe important purſuits, it was judged neceſ- 
ſary” thiz Darius” ſhould *appoint a" 
| deing now fab advanced in years. The order 
of ſucceſſion Hood thus, Darius had three fons 
dy bis ' firſt wife" before be eme to the .crown, . | 
and fopr by Atoſſa the daugtiter of Cyrus after 
he acquired the Perſian empire. -* 
the eldeſÞ bythe firſt marriage, urged his plea 

TIT and Xerxes 
the right! of: inheritance, © on "his © | 
father being?” the founder of the empire, and 
that it was” equitable x" lineal deſcendent of 
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W Nees wens bean been 
he executed the plan projected by his father 
againſt the Egyptians; whom he eſſectually ſub- 
dued, and to puniſh/ them for their revolt, op- 
preſſed them with harder conditions than they 
were ſubje& to before. At the cloſe of the 
expedition, he made Achæmenes one 5öf 
his brothers, governor of the province of 
Egypt, and afterward repaired to Suſa. Elated 
with this ſucceſs, Xerxes commenced hoſtiliti 
againſt the Grecians, and formed an al 
with the Carthaginians; in the ratification of 
this treaty, it was agreed the Perſians were to 
invade. Greece, and the -Carthaginians werd to 
— oats rig 
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e ſettled, Maier: with his 


formidable force Rn, | 
| Sula unit winterod.avSandlt; and in. ade 
over two bridges of boats, the one for his army, 
the other for his implements of war, and beaſts 
of burden, which were ſo numerous, ſeven Gs | 


[ & } 
equally powerful, and the ſea and land forces 
were computed to have been two. millions 
three hundred and ſeventeen thouſand ſix hun- 
dred men: by whom he intended to conquer 
all Greece. When he had paſſed the Helle- 
pont, the nations that ſubmitted to him con- 
fiderably augmented his force, inſomuch that 
the army and thoſe who followed the camp and 
were in the fleet, were in number about five 
millions. Xerxes with theſe powerful com- 
hined fea and land forces, marched through 
Thrace, Macedon, and Theſſaly, and advanced 
courſe by the coaſt. In his progreſs he found no 
oppolitzon but from Leonidas king of the Lace- 
damonians, who with a ſmall force of Spartans 
and others reſiſted his power in the ſtraits of 
Thermopylee; but after a conteſt of three days 
the paſſes were gained by the treachery of a 
Greek, and Leonidas the noble chief, with his 
BC 2, Ipanane were Rein, and their allies 

100. retreated... This victory was dearly 
purchaſed by the Perſians; ſor many of the 
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being ible to weil fo powerful d foree, deſerte 
their eity, and taking refuge in weir ſhips, left 
their wives, children, and poſſeffions in the 
neighbouring” cities. Whilft things were thus | 
proceeding on land, the Perſian and Grecian 
fleets had ſeveral Hirmiſhes at fea; in which 
the Greeks were viftorious, and received” great 
additions to their naval firength. Themiſto- 


cles the Athenian general very politically cauſed 
the two fleets to encounter in the ſtraits f 


Salamis, as from that "confined' fituation "the . 
Perſians could not avail themſelves of their ſupe- 
rior numbers, and the Grerk from the fortu» 
nate circumſtance of their arrangement gained 2 
the victory, and defeated the Thy aeg 9 
this important expedition. They deſtroy 
and captured the greateſt part of che Per: 
fan fleets; thoſe who eſcaped fled to . 
Aben coat, and ker nth 
Gee. 3- 436% 2306s 
«S ttt © 26535 44 $65 2 34 W 8 
Terres A heated en, 
would iow proceed to the Helleſpont, and pre. 
vent his return to Alia, repaired thither with 
precipitate dread, having detached part of his 
army to proſecute the Grecian war. On his 
arrival at the Helleſpont, finding his bridge of 
2 — rn was obliged"to 
clle& 
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efſeft his paſſage in a common fiſhing boat, 

ö— — 
— po ef rr 
_ ceffivein their operations; forthe Carthaginians 
Xerxes's allies were defeated hkewiſe in Sicily, 


left to conduRt his affairs. in Greece, marched 
into Baotia, and ſrom thence commiſſioned 
Alexander king of Macedon, with a treaty. of 
Rn 
comminedin Ae, and. that the babes 
were free to exerciſe their own cuſtoms and 
laws: with the further declaration that every 
requiſition they made ſhould be granted. 
The Athenians being too patriotic 0 avail 
themſelves of any adyantage detrimental to the 
intereſt or honour of all Greece, rejected the 
terms: which ſo incenſed Mardonius, that he 
entirely burned Athens, which before had been 
but partly deſtroyed. He afterwards encamp- 


ed 
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ed near the river Eſopus, and was there followed 
by Ariſtides. an Athenian general, and Pauſanias 
king of Lacedæmon, with formidable armies. - 
Near the city of Platza they engaged in batile, 
Mardonius was flain and the Perſian army 
vanquiſhed. The victory proved decifive, and 
ſecured the Greeks — A{UPRER 


The naval meide e 
ſucceſsful at Mycale®, and ſubducd the remain- 
ing part of the Perfian-fleet. By the joint efforts 
of the Ionians, the land forces that ee 
were materially diſtreſſed, the plans of Xe 
effectually defeated, andthe enterpriſe which de- 
Pagers Any. Pays — 5 
with diſtreſs and diſgrace. ''The immenſe num- 
bers which ſeemed invincible, were cut: off by 
ſword, famine,  and- peflilence, to check the 
pride of rulers, and a 1 for lawlels Lon» 
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but previous to his departure from Greece, 
gave orders for the demolition of all the tem- 
ples in the Grecian cities. In the execution 
of theſe commands, only the temple of Diana 
in Epheſus eſcaped. This devaſtation was in a 
great meaſure cauſed by Xerxes's zeal for the 
Magianreligion, the tenets of which forbad image 
worſhip. Xerxes on his return to Suſa com- 
mined great depredations alſo in Babylon, and 
deſtroyed the religious edifices; which completed 
the prophecies of Iſaiah and Jeremiah, concern- 
ing — of 4 — _ 
"0 | 
Jos 


— adjuſted their afir 
Fr | 
the command of Paufanias and Ariftides ; by 
the | exertion of whom connefted with the 
c 
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The domeſtic affairs of Xerxes were not more 
_ proſperous than his national concerns: an un- 
happy diſſention aroſe in his family, in con- 
ſequence of an inceſtuous attachment Xerxes 
Krove to have formed with his brother Maſi- 
en wife. This lady being of a very affec- 
donne conſtant turn of mind, could not be 
prevailed 
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prevailed on by Xerxes to be unfaithful to her 
huſband, though to ſtrengthen his unlawful 
ſuit, he married her daughter Artaynta to his 
eldeſt ſon Darius. Finding the object of his 
love invincibly attached to her huſband: and 
to virtue, he transferred his affections to Ar- 
taynta his ſon's wife. At this juncture, Ha- 
meſtris the queen of Xerxes, who was * 
of her huſband, unfortunately works 
mantle which pleaſed the king he 
wore it when he viſited his miſtrefs and in 
conſequence of her having been propitious to 
his deſires, bade her aſk what ſhe wiſhed. Con. 
trary to his expectations, ſhe demanded the 
mantle, and perſiſted. in the requeſt, notwith- 
ſtanding Nerxes ſtrove to evade granting it. 
Artaynta in the pride of her heart wantonly 
blandiſhed this trophy of her infamy, which 
confirmed the queen's ſuſpicion, and was pro- 
ductive of the moſt unbappy effefts; ' as 
her reſentment was levelled againſt the wife of 
Maſiſtes, ſuppoſing her to have been the chief 
inſtrument in conducting this inns: 4 


im a 


On the celebration of the king's birttiay, 
Hameftris. availed | herſelf of the eſtabliſhed 
cuſtom i in making a requeſt, which Xerxes was 
| Under: the neceſſity of granting. This privilege 
allowed. 


; [( 89 ] 

allowed her the opportunity of ſatiating her 
revenge, by requiring the wife of Maſiſtes to 
be delivered into her hands; which, however 
averſe to the inclination of Xerxes, he was 
obliged to comply with. The lady accord- 
ingly was ſeised and conſigned to Hame- 
iris, who immediately cauſed her breaſts, 
tongue, noſe, ears, and lips, to be cut off, and 
thrown to the dogs, and then ſent her to her 
hbulband. To extenuate this atrocious aQ, 
Xerxzes Propoſed to Mafiſtes the putting away 
has wife, and offered him one of his own daugh- 
ters; to which Mafiſtes would not agree, and 
fulpeRting fome evil had befallen his wife haſ- 
tened home, and found her in the mangled 
condition juſt deſcribed. Immediately Maſiſtes 
repaired to Bactria the province over which 
he preſided, to collect a force to revenge the 
intention, ſent troops after him, who ſlew Ma- 
fites and moſt of his adherents: he then ap- 
n CO 
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The Grecian fleet having ſucceeded at Cy- 
pros, failed for the Helleſpont. At Byzan- 
tum, Pauſanias took ſeveral Perſians priſoners, 


% 
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the Grecians 'into Meta 3 
receiving one of his daughters in marriage. 
This conſpiracy being diſcovered by the La- 
cedzmonians, they arreſted and put Pauſanias 
to death. mum, on 
baniſhed Athens on fuſpicion that 

he had been concerned in Pauſanias's con- 
{piracy ; who, after eſcaping many imminent 
dangers, took refuge in the Perſian, coprt, 
where he was kindly received by Xerxes, and 
maintained at the King's expence : he there 
learned the Perfian language, and Ne 8 
G d ro Ine”: 


The Adin; by n land, RS : 
moſt of their poſſeſſions; which intimidated 
Xerxes, and, e cauſed him to diſcontinue the 
Grecian war. When hoſlilities ceaſed, he 
gave . himſelf up to liixurious gratifications, 
which led to-a confederacy amdnght his officers 
and domeſtics, who conſpired in a plot to 
murder him in his bed whilſt he flept* "hav- 
ing perpetrated this att, they accuſed Da- 
rius his eldeſt ſon. of being the chief inſiru- 
ment in the murder of Xerxes, whieh they 
aſſured Artaxerxes his third ſon, was done to 
ſecure his ſucceſſion. This aſſertion being 

credited 
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ther, to revenge his ſather's death, and as the 
ſecond fon of Xerxes was in Bactria, Arta- 
banes the chief of the conſpirators ſeater! Ar- 
taxerxes on the throne, till he ſhould have 
ſirengthened his own power ware 1d ” 
I IE himſelf. 


| Before this Fen ne was ripe 
BC 46. enough for execution, Artaxerxes 

counteratted the baſe deſign, by de- 
froying the projector. This prince is deſcribed 
to have been one of the handſomeſt men of the 
age in which he lived ; and, from the extraordi- 
nary length of his hand, was called Longimanus. 
From the beſt authority, this prince is ſuppoſed to 
have been the Ahaſuerus of Scripture, and the 
fame who had queen Eſther for his wife“. The 
partiſans of Artabanes gave Artaxerxes ſome 
trouble, but after a ſevere, conflict, they were 
efietually quelled. When this e was 


>» JIH 5 b 
— fappoſe Darivs Ryftaſpia 10/ be Ahaſue- 
rus, and others maintsin Xerxes wos that monarch who 
married Either ; which appeats inconſiſtent with the general 
er of the hiſtory. Therefore, the author has adopted Pri- 
dean's ſentiments on this fubjeRt, as they appear the beſt 
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gübdued. he attacked his brother Hyſtaſyes 10 
Baftria and conquered; which eſtabliſhed Ar- 
taxerxes in ſole polleſſion of the empife, for 
the regulation of which he appointed new 


governors, and DI Lon nd and 1 
nn. meaſures. _ 


5 1: 
| To celebrate " thele bd vitories, Abi 
xerxes or Ahafuerus cauſed a general feſtival 
to be kept in the city of Suſa or Shuſhan, 
for the ſpace of a hundred and eighty days, 
conſiſting of public ſpeRacles, and other to- 
lens of joy ; at che loſe of which, he made a 
great feaſt for the princes and people for the 
ſpace of ſeven days. On the laſt day of the 
rejoicings, the King's ſpirits being elated with 
wine, he commanded his ſeven 'chamberlains 
to bring the queen Vaſhti into his preſence, 
with the diadem on her head, attended with 
other inſignia of her royalty, that he might 
diſplay her beauty. The queen, when this 
ſummons arrived, was feaſting with the women 
in her apartment, and it being contrary to 
the Perſian cuſtom, that a woman of her rank 
ſhould appear in the manner propoſed by the 
king, ſhe refuſed to comply with his requeſt ; 
which incenſed him ſo much, he took counſel 
by what meafures he ſhould manifeſt his reſent- 


ment, 


1 
ment, and, in conſequence, was adviſed to 


to the king, and, in conſequence of pleaſing 
dim above the reſt of her competitors, ſhe 
attained the great diſtintion of being called 
for again by her name, and taken into the 
royal palace. > a 


The 
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The Egyptians at this time, by the joint aid 
of the Libyans and Athenians, en- C. 62. 
deavoured to ſhake off the Perſian ** 
yoke. Ahaſuerus vigorouſly oppoſed their 


meaſures, and ſent a powerful fleet and army 


into Egypt, which were totally defeated ; the 
remaining few who eſcaped fled to Memphis, 
and ſuſtained a ſiege for the ſpace of three 
years, but were at length ſubdued. 


_ 
_ 


About this period, Ezra was commiſſioned: 
B.C. 458. 


by royal authority to return to 
Jeruſalem, with all the Jews who 
were inclined to accompany him thither, and 
had full powers granted him of reforming the 


affairs of the Jewiſh church and Rate, which 


| were to be governed by their own laws. This 
important extenſion of royal favour was moſt 
probably procured by the intereſt and inter- 


ceſſion of Eſther on behalf of her own people, 
on thoſe occaſions, when by the Perſian laws, 
the women were permitted to make a requeſt, 
and Which the king yas bound in honour to 
grant. Ezra, thus appointed to this exalted 


office, was deſcended from Seraiah the high- 
prieſt, who was ſlain at the deſtrution of Je- 


rufalem; and being a very learned and devout 
man, was well ſuited to the execution of fo 


important 
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important a miſſion. On his arrival at Jeru- 
falem, he preſented in the temple the offerings 
made by the king and nobility, and the Iſrael- 
ites that fill remained at Babylon, and com- 


 municated the contents of his commiſſion 


to Ahaſuerus's heutenants and governors 
throughout Syria and Paleſtine, thoſe pro- 
vinces being ſubjeft to the Perſians. He 
then proceeded to effeft the neceſſary re- 
formation, by appointing magiſtrates and 
judges, and inſlituting puniſhments of various 
kinds for offenders, even to the deprivation 
of liberty and life. Theſe important concerns 
Ezra executed with integrity and honour, till 
Nehemiah obtained another commiſſion with 
more grants and privileges from the Perſian 


Court. 


As Eſther increaſed in favour with the king, 
and poſſeſſed his affeftions ſuperior to any of 
his women, he reſolved to exalt her to be 
queen inſtead of Vaſhti, who had forfeited, his 
regard, which gave occaſion for the feſtival 
called Efther's feaſt. Ahaſuerus alſo, from the 
reſpelt he bore to his newly eleed conſort, re- 
leaſed his provinces from the payment of taxes, 


and made magnificent preſents to all his at- 
tendants, 


From 


N . 
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From the comme n :ncement of Ezra's refor- 
mation of the church and flate in Jeruſalem, 
the prophecy of the ſeventy weeks ee 


by Daniel, muſt be neceſſarily computed; bn 

the contents of it were reſpectively accom-' 
pliſhed at the period of our bleſſed Saviour's 
death, which happened uſt four hundred and 
ninety years from that time. After that 
important æra, the Jews were no longer de- 
ſigned to be a diſtinguiſned people, nor Jeru- 


ſalem the holy city. The Chriſtian religion 


was then to put an end to the Moſaic diſpen- 
ſation, and grace be univerſally diffuſed to all 
who worſhipped God in fpirit and in truth; 


ſalvation being effeftually wrought by the mi- 


niſtration _ m of the i mah.” 


A. this ata is of the moſt eſential 


conſequence to vital Chriſtianity, it will be 


proper to conſider its contents, and its minute 
fulfilment. 


ue 


bene weeks are determined upon thy 
people, and upon the holy city, to finiſh the 
tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of ſins, and 


to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal 
up the viſion and prophecy, and te anoint the 

| Moſt 
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Moſt Holy. Know therefore-and underſtand, 
that from the going forth of the command. 
ment to reſtore and to build Jeruſalem, unto 
Meſſiah the Prince, hall be ſeven weeks, and 
/ Chreeſcore and two weeks the ſtreet ſhall. be 
times. And after threeſcore and two weeks 
" hall Meffiah be cut off, but not for himſelf, 
and the people of the prince that ſhall come, 
ſhall deſtroy the city and the ſanQtuary, and 
the end thereof ſhall be with a flood, and to 
the end of the war deſolations are determined. 
And he ſhall confirm the covenant with many 
for one week, and in the midſt of the week 
he hall cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to 
ceaſe, and for the overſpreading of abomina- 
nons, he hall make it deſolate, even until the 
conſummation, and that determined ſhall be 
poured out upon the deſolate !” 


This prophetic aſſurance evidently conſiſts of 
three branches, portentive of events that were 
to take place at the expiration of the different 
periods ſpecified. In the firſt ſeven weeks, or 
forty-nine years, the church and ſtate of the 
Jews was to be fully re-eſtabliſhed ; the ſecond 
diviſion of the prophecy contains the aſſurance, 
that after 3 weeks, or four hundred 


and 


tv 


— be he Expiration of he 
ſeven weaks' be fore '\mentiones, "tlie 'Meſfiah 
vas to come“, who; in the laft week; pt ſeven 
years, of the thivd diviſion of the ſeventy, weeks 
prophecy; -couldtitg of four hundred and 
ninety years; was to confirm the covenant of 
the goſpel with many of the Jews; and in the 
three years and à half, he was to caule” the 


 facrifice and oblation in the temple to ceaſe; = 
This was defcriptive of the erat period and 


circumſtances of his bleſſed minififation:; The 


declaration alfo, that, at me concluſton ef the 
ſeventy weeks, the Meſſiah was to be cut off, 
was fully accompliſhed at the completion of 


: four hundred and -minety years, or ſeyenty pro- 
phetic weeks; which will be e * 
1 aeg 70 
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Nearly at this time, REINER | 


againſt the life of Ahaſuerus, of 


Tequence of which, A 
m ... 2 
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tins; not of his birth. 
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which Mordeeai gained information, 25 Sr. 3 
and Qiſcovered the plot to e queen j in con- 
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The fleet and armies appointed to reduce 
the Egyptians, finding their Athenian adver. 
faries (now Egyptian auxiliaries) reſolved to 
BC. ag. comin or die, | did not riſk the 

combat, but oſſered terms of -ac- 
commodation, which were accepted. Arta- 
bazus and Megabyſus having raiſed the ſiege 
of Memphis, and afterwards defeated Inarus, 
the Perſians reduced, and took Inarus captive; 
after which, the Athenians. retiring out of 
Egypt by capitulation, the whole country: again 
became ſubje& to the Perſian power. In this 
war the Athenians ſuſtained a great loſs, by the 
conllagration of their fleet and deſtruction of 
their army, who had, notwithſlanding, a free 
paſſage granted them to their country, on con- 
dition of their leaving Egypt; the inhabitants 
1 on their rns ſafety 
ory ang r cut 2 viitor 


We 4 — evildeligns of Haman, 
B.C.453- Ahaſuemus's chief favourite, againſt 
the Jews. A a proof of the royal 

— — ned emaman 
were commanded to pay obeiſance to this un- 
worthy miniſter. The only perſon. Who failed 
in ———Q ww: 
| * £1 ..1 a Gecai, 
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to Haine when he paſled into Nas Polsce“. 
As pride renders perſons ſuſceptible of every | |. 
flight, and never fails to ſuggeſt means of re- | | | 
ſentment, 'Haman's felicity was interrupted by | 
Mordecat's failure of reſpect; he therefore 
ſought the deſtruftion of the Jews, to involve 
him in the general calamity: for ſeeking to 
puniſh him individually, would have appeared 
too __— and MOR een ee 


tC 


Mate e this 8 W 5 
the ſpecious pretence of policy, and artfully 
inſinuated to the king; there were a ſet of 
people diſperſed in his dominions, who followed 
laws of their own, and diſturbed the peace of 
the community: he repreſented it as incon- 
ſiſtent with the king's honour and intereſt they 
ſhould be any longer authoriſed; therefore re- 
commended their total extirpation. Theſe 
malevolent counſels, by his undue influence, . 
were approved by the king, and, accord- 
ingly; a decree was: iſſued, and: ſent to the 
governors of all the provinces in the Perſian 
nnen rege 2 0 . and- 


+ Haman wi a Amaleie, und when fm ee 
2 F 2 ' otherwiſe 


c# 


Cw] 
women, and. children, and to ſeize their pro- 
perty as lawful ſpoil. The execution, of this 
wicked maſſacre was appointed to; be. eleven 
months after dhe date of the decree, which 
allowed time for fome means. to counteract 
the baſe delign. To obviate the atyeRtion. that 
was raiſed concerning the diminution of the 


revenue, in conſequence of the extirpation of 
fo many wibutary ſubjefts, Haman voluntarily 
offered ten thouſand talents of filver out of his 
own purſe, as a compenſation; ſo highly 
of revenge. The king did not accept this offer, 
1 ate 


ing to the tance. of his religiom, and fat with- 
ont the. gate, . as he: could nat enter the King's 
— dnicenios.Mentecricinihmncd 
her of all the particulars, and conveyed her a 
copy of the decree, that ſhe. might be ſenſible 
of the dangers her eg were expoſed to, 


and 


and 10 excite her to 2 on merr behelf 
to the- king. Eſther's fears at firſt repreſfed 
her zeal, ſhe therefore excufed herſelf from 
becoming the Jews allyveate* dut on Morde- 
cai's "renewing his entreaties, the ronſemed, 
and'refolved” to riſk ker tife, as ſhe erpetted 
not to eſrape the general laughter, if the de- 
.cree Was not reverſed. Frevious to her exer- 
tions, the Jews in Shufhan oſſerell prayers for 
tion before God. On the third day, Efther 
put on her royal veſtments, and went into 
court, he held ou his golden ſceptre to her, 
a token to enſure her: perſonat” ſaſety, and a 
_ ä ä He then 
was ondy to cin u conjany aud Hamatr's 
to a banquet the had prepared, which the king 
accepted, and Hatnan avcompunicd hin In 
the courſe ofthe entertainment, the king again 
entreated to know the ſubſtance of En 
and affured/ her it ſhould be granted even to 
the half of his kingdom. The queen ſtiſl evaded 
divulging her important embaſſy, but requeſted 
her POE '#ttendance — man tay, hoping 
Bs Es 655 F 2A © thereby 
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enen eee 

+ 4 e einne heh hs 
a Hd eee honour of 

— of Eſther's banquet, returned to his 
houſe, but was fo much chagrined that Mor- 
decai perſiſted in not paying reſpett tos him, 
he expreſſed his concern to ſome of his friends, 
who adviſed the immediate execution of Mor- 
decai: in conſequence of which, a gallows 
was erected of extraordinary beight; on which 
he was deſigned to ſuffer. The next morning 
Haman waited on the king to obtain his per- 
miſhon to execute Mordecai; but previous 
to diſcloſing the ſubſtance of his etrand, Aha- 
ſocrus demanded of him. What ſhould be 
done to the man the king delighted to ho- 
nour 7 Haman, believing the reward was in- 
* That he ſhould be inveſted by one of the king's 
moſt noble princes with the royal apparel worn 
dy the king, have the crown royal placed on his 
head, and the horſe that the king rode on ſhould 
be alſo uſed byhim, and then the prince proceed 
- through the city on horſeback, and proclaim, 
Thus ſhall it be done unto the man whom the 
this declaration, the king commanded” all this 
ſhould be done by Haman himſelf to Mordecai 
| the 


det Motdevdy pheveriness Leh del Him 1 
inquire what feward he had received, and when 
he heard tie had been beſtowed,” he reſolyed 
to hotfobr him im the moſt coufpicuous man- 
ner. The execution” of this Vaſineſs- was, of 
all others; the moſt unweltome to Haman,. 
who, neverihelefs, was obliged literally to ad- 
dere tau thoſe” chrmünmds: Haman's difap- 
pointed fevenge yreafly diſqueted his mind, 
and he- febeme belag Wholly fruſtrated. che 
people davught'® his'overttizore. 
70 NUN, oft 02 isavinoM. hotulgtys oy 
* 'As Harkin did nut attend the dagen 
— yak regent rein 
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her life might be given at her petition, and 
her people. ſpared ;/ for a deſign v projected 
for the deſtiuctiom of henſelf, het kind red and 
nation. The king) was ineenſed againſt the 
Men mee 
ts Ni R T9 4 ie. * £3 54; could 


bed hands, in a 
too. familiar, for 
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the Jews, and, by the laws of Peaſiau,could 
not de reverſed, it hewing bern fined end 
ſealed; the queen's. petion on thitit behalf, 
could therefore only be granted dy another 
decree iſſued to  countteraft its. defiruſtive 
tendency, which was effefted by hs 

ews 
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Jeus full liberty to collect and arm themſelves 
againſt the uſſaulrs of their enemies. This pro- 
clamatiom was diſpatched with all poſſible ſpeed 

to alk the provinces in the empire. On the 
important day in which their enemies roſe 
againſt them, the Jews univerfally prevailed. 
and diſperſed their aſſailants with great ſlaugh- 
ter; this deliverance was celebrated by a great 
feſtival, and an annual feaſt inſtituted to per- 
petuate the remembrance of their ern | 
_— 2 nm Or e np 


As Artaxerxes —— * the 
Athenians, he was tired'of profecu- 
ting the wat; therefore tondtaied a & C. 450. 
treaty of peare with them onadvanitageousterms.. 
He had endeavoured to perſuade the La- 
cedammomans to engage in war aguinſt the 
Athenians, to divert their operations from him, 
and propoſed employing Themiſtocles to com- 
mand the army deſtined for che expedition: 
This appearing of a treaſonable tendency to 
Themiſtocles, to avoid engaging in hoſtili- 
ties againft his native ecuttry, he invited 
ſeveral of his friends to the celebration of a 
facrifice, and à bull being the victim offered, 
he drank u large draugim of the blood to finiſh 
bis "exiſtence; © Thus died this great man, in 

rhe conflift between gratitude and patriotiſm. 
| WES & - The 
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The benefits he had received from Ahaſuerus, 
required the exertion of his beſt. ſervices, but 
the claims of his country were too irreſiſtible 
to be put in competition with his life, which 
could not pens mn. con- 
e. on 


rern Ezra was ſucceeded in the 
Fc government of Judah ,and Jeruſa- 
145. lem by Nebemiah, who, was equally 
diſtinguiſhed by piety and holineſs of life, 
but was not ſo deeply learned in theology. 
This devout man reſided at Shuſhan, and.was 
cup-bearer to the king, which, in the Perſian 
count, was an high office, and afforded oppor- 
tanities to procure fayours,. from the advan- 
tage of being continually in the royal preſence. 


Nehemiah had received, repeated. intelligence 
of the deſolate appearance gf; Jeruſalem, ihe 
tontering Kate of its walls, and the 100 viſible 
remains of the Babyloniſk deſiruttion, which 
forely alflited him, as be bad a reverence for 
the boly city, though. not dhe Fs 


him concerning the altered ſtate of his ſpirit 
and appearance; which Nebemiah aſcribed to 
the : late * 88 — 

and 


1 

and eee bern were. eee 
bay byckhe pataslog and desen of queen 
Eſther. Ahaſuerus not only gave Nehemiah 
authority to aſt às governor in Judea, but in- 
veſted him with power to eſfett the neceſſary 
repairs of Jeruſalem, and to teſtify the reſpect 
he had for him, ſent a party of guards to con- 

duet him thither. When Nehemiah had com- 
pleted the chief part of his embaſly, a public 
dedication of the walls and gates was cele-- 
brated ; he alſo appointed Hanani his brother, 
and Hananiah to be chief in the province; 
and obtained mn aeg to retum 
inte li ů d eifel 
Sent © 22 üb n 224 377 Verle 

On his arrival; e e ebe 
the true ſtate of Jeruſalem, and the further 
improvements that were needful; in conſe. - 
commiſſion, and ſpeedily; returned to Judea, 
to ſecond the ĩnſtructions of the pious and 
judicious Brra. Ie firſt! meaſure of Nehe 
miah when he reaſſumed the goverment at 
Jeruſalem; war to eſtabliſh regulations for the 
ſecurity'of the eich and then adopted plats | 


ile 


11 


and populous. As Nehemiah's- attention had 
hitherto been principally confined to repairs 
and buildings, be began at this period to con- 
fuk the convemience and civil concerns of the 
people; which led him to. aſecrtain their ge- 
nealogy, in order to prove to what tribe or 
family they belonged, to prevent any perſons 
— neee 


ee! 
the law of God, he publicly read it to the 
people, on the celebration of 1he feaſt of trum- 
pets, at two reſpeflive periods, and dedicated 
the remaining parts of the day to public de- 
monſtrations of joy. The people by this means 
— — 
the feaſt of tabernacies, and matifeficd deep 
contrition for having violated che divide law ;. 
Which, ll che preſent period, hand not deen 
Ph YT Se TEE eee 
mee +. 4 YVIDN3 At 1151S tte $* 86:5 
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ing 2-general faſt for the expiation of ſin, and 
obliged them to acknowledge their tranſgreſ- 
ſions, and bind themſelves by a folemn cove- 
nant to forſake them in future. The chief con- 
ditions of which were, to avoid marriages 
with the Gentiles; to obſerve the Sabbath; to 
pay their tribute to the temple: e 
re d Wr „ e 


UE enges 
the cauſe of the people's: degeneracy, the Le- 
vites antl ſctibes beſt ſuited to the office, were 
zppointet} io tead it td them in every city. 
The mode of - conveying chis inſtnuction, was 
firſt ariſtituted by colledtim (he people in ſome 
open plate ſuited for the purpaſe; but as many 
incunvenienries aroſe in thei not being ſhel. 
tered from the weather houſes vr tabermacies 
n ORE 


(me J 


Scriptures, with preaching and explanatory 
and faſts. The obſervance- of religious ordi- 
produced good order in + Jeruſalem and the 
land of Judea, under the' government of Ne- 
hemiah for twelve years; at the expiration of 

which, he returned into Perſia, 
RC 433 Daing his refidence in che holy 


city, his condutt and mode of life Was liberal, 
hoſpitable, and munificent, and the riches he 
had- acquired /in-the ſervice of his king, be 


* 1 


for having degenerated in their manners during ; 
' their, pious governor's abſence. . Several abuſes 
having crept into the adminiſtration of affairs, 
whilſt Nehemiah dwelt in Perſia: on his return 
from thence, he reformed their errors, and 
reſtored nene the tun... den nil 


1 bad W e of 
alliance from the Lacedæmonians, which were 
not eaſy of comprehenſion, he diſpatched. an 
amballador to know the full import of the con- 


ditions; ho was unfortunately taken captive | 
by the Athenians, but treated, with kindneſs. to 
ſecure the good will of the Perſians; they alſo 
mne be Copyeyell, -e anep 


ambaſſadors to, -trent. 09 theirchehalF: with ut 
king, whom on their arrival at-Epbeſus, they 
found was recently dead. ne e 455; 
prevented their further progreſs. 
Abalyerns was ſucceeded by Xerxes II, his anly | 
legitimate ſon, who was 


* murdered 
at à drunken revel, by ne af his, father's 


baſtard ſons named Sogdianus. The, ,uſurper 
being conſcious he had no juſt pretenſions 10 
he, ORR vide 2 » 
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bliſhraent on the throne, His brother Ochus 
ſeemed moſt to excite his jealouſy, who was 
governor of Hyrcania; and to revenge the 
death of Xerxes he ſpeedily collected a power. 
ful army, and marched againſt Sogdianus, who 
having forfeited the good opinion of his ſub- 
id, they revolted to the intereſt of Ochus, and 
inveſted him with royalty. Sogdianus was too 
pulillanimous to defend himfelf, therefore en- 
weredimts terms of accommodation with Ochus; 
commanded him to be caſt headlong into a 
tower filled with aſhes; an ignominious death in 
20 Sci ——— 
45: eee of Perf, and changed 
— — | 
me” ebtained” by dloothed or unjuſttfable 
mnenfares, ever meet with deſerved diſquictude 
wdl-oppolition: 'Durins Nothus bad many 
enemies to encounter, by the mutinons efforts 
rb brother Arfites, and the governor of Lydia. 
A conlpiracy alſo was formed by his chief, 
. "<< 
diſturbances 
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ante were den quail, hut the pn 
ely pre ve Mu. w-ynot | nod 5; 
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heaviels 3 "defeF-- tien ; 
Darias;:as-Byypt was ons of che © C 444 

moſt 'yahmable pruvindes adnexed to the Nr. 
inhabitants ſhook off de Perſiats yet, ud 
made Amyrtzus their king, who had reigned 
in che . of > Iinvus's 


revolt. 11 181408 I? TH KEE AE I 25 rtr * 
Ain nd 2 ad 20h au er 

Tur Peloponneſian war berinidn the Lackdun- 
wopians-and-Atheniers;ivies iniictiecwantizeh 
year of iu Rage at chi Pod. err 
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At chis period, the krſt ſeven weeks of 2 
niels prophetic prediſtion, relmive . 0. 409. 
w the 3 of the Jewiſh 

church 


1601 


— | Bate; was. fully gccomplihed; 


it being | forty-nine years from. they icon 
mencement | of Ezra's . commiſſion for that 


puarpole,. Which, -according' to the mode of 
calculation uſed concerning! prophecies, by 
ompiting. days. as. years, | brings it to the 
exat. periad ef de reformation {wrought by 
Nehemiah, in preventing unlawful . marriages 
— —— — 2 n 


— ties — 
tronized by Sanballat his father-in-law, who 


was governor of that place. Soon after Ma- 
* eee Nhœ- 


nicia 


inigrddiiengi maln —— 
ſo far ſucceeded in the attempt; that Darius 
1 5 2 ne on 


and thoſe who had violated: W their 


country; who to avoid the puniſhment due to 
Sr 


Wer 5 sigen in dest it ür: iN 
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By _ lags themſelves with the 
Jews, the Samantanz were converted from their 
former mixture of heathen' worſhip with the 
adoration of the Supreme Being; and obtaining 
a copy of the Mofaic law; they wholly' adhered 
thereto;/ The natural diflike of the Jews''to 
theſe people was increaſed by the apoſtary of 
Manaſſeh, brother to the high-prieſt Jaddua 
and the refuge afforded to their diſorderly 
members and malefaftors ; which produced an 
anathema or curſe to be denounced againſt the 
Samaritans 


1 1 
Samanitans of o /ditter tendency, forbidding all 
Lkdrimed eadiciontryevidence®, atherin 
© the lenter of the be they alfo contended 
an the Jews aſſerted, it was mourit Gerizim 
that was wo be the mountain of curſes. This 


contrariety of pin produced reciprocal 
Ave each parties particular purpoſes, which 
{pread the feuds of contention nd increaſed 
8 


10 9d; he ne r 


© Thus far the Holy, Scriptores have afforded 
their indiſputable evidence, and thrown. a light 
on the tradiuons and writings. of hiſtorians: 
from henceforward the teſtimany of the books 
af Maccabees, 2 — 


N 


© The Jewsin | —— efoamad 3 law, 
tions they received from the elders, nn as 
— CEFECE | 


other 


L ] 
other veſpeitable authors, will be the guides to 
conduſt us to the important r of our bleſſed 
Redeemer's appearance. In che claſs of bleſ- 
fings chat have been. graciouſly: diſpenſed to 
| wie ed next in 
and redemption ; 5 will of Ce 
clearly manifeſted, and the proper fruits of diſo- 
bedience to it emphatically diſplayed. The Al- 
mighty mercifully ordained the teſtimonies of his 
holy word, to give his people a juſt ſenſe of his 
mercy, holineſs, juſtice, power, and ocher attri- 
butes; and ſet before themthe example uf others, 


a an antidote- mum arp tpc2hages to 
virtue. e | Let 41 e 


£ 7 * 
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In the courſe of the hiſiory, N 
hed how long Nehemiah governed Juden, or 
when be died; but. it d generally ſuppoſed he 
expired foon after the completion of his beak, 
there appears-not''to have been anymore: gu- 
period it became annexed: to 'Syria, and was 
ſubjet to the profident of that province; the 
bigh.prieft being depuod to regulate | its religi- 
* 42 
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41 
were now compelled to ſubmit to his power, and 
Ac were alſo burdened with an heavier 
7. yoke than what they had previouſly 
complained of. The Egyptians alſo were partly 
ſubdued, and Paufirus was appointed to govern 


Duri when he had ſettled his concerns in 
Egypt and Media, appointed Cyrus his youngeſt 
fon to the command of the provinces in Leſſer 
Aa; with injunRiions to aſſiſt the Lacedæmo- 
nians againſt the Athenians. This counter- 
ated the politic meaſures practiſed by the other 
Perſian governors, to preſerve the equilibrium 
of power; for bereby the Lacedzmonians 
overcame the Athenians, and afterwards 
became formidable enemies to the Perſians. 
Cyrus condufted” himſelf in a manner that 
cauſed his recall; but - previous to that 
under Lyſander, ſuch large ſubſidies for the 
payment of their fleet and forces, as enabled 
them to defeat the Athenian fleet, 
C . ue the city of Athens, and ſubvert 
the whole fte: which put a period to the 
' Peloponneſian 
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-Sp0d ak ee pete ra, Darius Nothus 
dad wg reigued nineteen” years: before 
that event; Cyrus returned from his expedition : 
and arrived in Perſia and was not only recon- 


ciled to che king his father, but recommended 
by his mother Paryſatis to ſueceed to the 


empire: to which Darius would not conſent, | 


but left him the provinces be before” bad ap- 
pointed him to govern, and named Arſaces his 


del fon; 'for eee who on his acceſ- 


diſpenſed inſtruftions to this young prince, for 
the regulations of his future conduft; and on 
being aſked, by what - meaſures he had governed 
with ſuch wiſdom and ſucceſs,” emphatically 

_ replied'* By doing in all things that which was 


juſt towards God and man!” Which is an 


unerring rule to preſerve en ng on 
ſecure eternal hleſſednefs. 


: 46x42 Al 04 een ee TS? bet — 


covered, 


de Mavaiot Darius in his laſt moments 


Cyrus ambiuion and e een ee 8 
hints abe defigns againſt his brother's liſe, 


during his inauguration in the temple of Paſar. | 


| put bn into confuſion, in conſequence of 


| we } 


covered, but Cyrus was forges by che; ghe- 
w fend him into Leffer Abs, to preſide over his 
former government. As Cyrus's evil intentions 
were rather ſmothered than extiuguiſhed, in the 
Aci yearke commenced boſli- 
OF lities againſt his brother, and formed 

an alliance with the Greeks. Several cities 
under the government of Tiſſaphernes, a Per-. 
lun chief, alſo revolted to and joined him; 
Anazerxes having received information of his 
brother's hoſtile intentions by Tiſſaphernes, 
marched againſt him when he came into the 
c provanceof Babylon. In the courſe 
- 1+ ofthe battle, Cyrus was lain; which 


which they retreated. Ten thouſand Greeks 
nent dangers. Tiſſaphernes for his important 


intelligence was reinſtated in his government 


obs ein ena cotton Is 
fome he was ſucceſsful, though in the greater 
pant defeated, which induced: the Athenians 
— wal 
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. 8 A of extraor- | 
dinary beauty, but of a malevolent diſpoſition; 
which edel her to inſtigate che king to 
give his ſanftion to ſeveral cruel and revengeful 
acts. In particular, ſhe perſuaded him to deliver 
Udiaſtes into her power, who had been in- 
ſtrumental in the murder of her brother Teri- 
teuchmes; and then commanded his tongue 
to be drawn out at his neck, to, avenge the 
miſeries he had cauſed in her family. This 
melancholy detail had its riſe in the time of 
Darius, and was a complicated ſcene of adultery, 
inceſt, arid murder, occaſioned by Teriteuchmes 
having married one ſiſter, and forming an at- 
tachment with another, which cauſed confuſion 
in the royal family, and brought on his own 
n 


As Sur Wen 5 Paryfats 
the king's mother, with an extreme partiality 
to Cyrus her younger fon, -and charged her 
with having encouraged him in rebellig againſt 
rid herſelf of ſuch à troubleſome monitor; 
therefor eee eee e 

by the following politic ſtratagem. C. 404. 


One: evening at - ſupped. together, a 
Vot. II. I bird 


removed every degree of ſuſpicion: from tlie 


N 


W IN faith of nations. 
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Paryſatis took the opportunity of dividing it 
with a knife poiſoned on one fide, and gave 
the part infefied with the baneful quality to 
Statira, taking the other half herſelf. This 


queen's mind ; who cat what was given to her 
and died foon after. As Statira was much be- 
loved by Artaxerxes, her death afflicted him 
greatly, and Paryſatis his mother being diſ- 
covered to be the chief inſtrument in the tragi- 
cal event, he baniſhed her to Babylon, where 
the remained for many years; but when the 
king's reſentment ſubſided, ſhe returned to the 
Perfan court and continued till her death, 
never after interfering with the domeſtic or 


— 


Aber the Athenians had exerted their irong- 
< efforts to oppoſe the Perſian power, they 
were ſo exhauſted, as to be obliged to ſubmit 
ts a diſhonourable treaty of peace. Thus af- 
bored Artaxerxes the opportunity. of employ- 
ing his forces againſt the king of Cyprus; 
when notwithſtanding the treaty that ſubſiſted 
between the Perſians and 'Athenians,- the 
latter privately aſſiſted the Cyprians againſt 


4 ebe 
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The Lacolameniana feeling themſclves i incom- 


moded by the confederated powers and con- 
tinual wars of the Grecian ſtates, ſought the 
eſtabliſhment of peace, by a treaty with the 
king of Perſia, che forwarding of which w s 
left to ambaſſaders, who ſpeedily obtained its 
confirmation. The conditions of this peace, 
were neither for the intereſt nor honour of the 
Athenians, as the greater part e. 85 

their poſſeſſions and other Greek 37. 
cities were made tributary to the Perſians ; in 
which the Lacedzmonians from the exigency of 


their es OR PEA 


S 
alliange with the Egyptians, Libyians, Arabians, 
Tyrians, and other nations, to, enable him to 
withſtand the efforts of his formidable enemy 
Artaxerxes; and engaged a great number of 
mercenary. troops, whom he employed in in- 
tercepting the proviſions deſigned for the Per- 
ſian army, which cauſed great diſheſs amongſt 
them, and excited them to mutiny. The 
ſucceſs the Cyprians met with in their land 
incurſions, induced them to engage the Perſian 
fleet though much ſuperior in number ; in this 


enterpriſe Euagoras was not ſucceſsful, and the 


treuen ratet us ops wene captured. 
„ T bis 
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This defeat, and hopeleſs of obtaining further 
een 
ſue for peace; which the Perſians 
would grant on no other terms than the pol- 
felon of Cyprus except the city of Salamis, 
which Euagoras was to hold of the king of 
Perſia, as a ſervant under his lord, on the 
condition alſo of paying an annual tribute. 
This appeared fo humiliating to Euagoras, he 
requeſted to have it ſpecified, © that his power 
was to be ſuſtained as a king under a king.” 
This requiſition not being granted, - the war 
continued for fome time, till the Perſians ac- 
ceded to the propoſal, and a peace took place: 
though the war in thoſe parts did not entirely 
ceaſe, as Gaus the Perfian admiral formed an 
tians to fpread their reſpeQtive diſſentions. 


At the ceſſation of the Cyprian war, Arta- 
xerxes attacked the Caduſians, who 

CD. inhabited the mountainous country 
between the Euxine and the Caſpian feas. 
This expedition proved unfucceſsfut; as the 
foil did not produce grain, the inhabitants 
therefore chiefly ſub on fruits, Which did 
not agree with the Perſian invaders: many of 


their troops died, the reſt retreated to their own 


provinces. 
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thouſand Greeks and other mercenary . 


— 


When the land and ſea forces were duly col- 


lefied, their firſt attempt was againſt Se 
Pelufium, which they found ſtrongly 374- 


fortified, therefore defiſted from proſecuting x 


their intended hege, and proceeded to the 


leſs ſtate; but his colleague the next in com- 


mand would not agree to that meaſure, till the 


whole Perſian army was aſſembled ; Which 
gave the Egyptians time to increaſe their 
fortifications and other modes of defence; and 
by baraſſing the Perſian army prevented , its 
making any further advance, till the, overflow 
ing of the Nile obliged them to retreat into 


G 3 Phcenicia, 


provinces: Artaxerxes being freed from all 
other warlike purſuits, reſolved to employ his 
whole-force for the complete reduQtiou of the 
Egyptians ; who had ſhaken off the Perſian 
yoke for the period of thirty-ſix years. As a 
means of rendering theſe preparations more- 


formidable and proſperous, he engaged twenty 


Mendeſian mouth of the Nile, where they landed 
with little reſiſtance and took poſſeſhon of the. 
fortreſs. Elated with this ſucceſs, one of the 
chief commander propoſed failing up the Nile 
to ſeize Memphis, which was then in a defence - 


1 us 1 
| Pheenicia, which fruſtrated the main intent of 
this important expedition. 


At this janiiure Artaxerxes made overtures 
of peace to the Grecian ſlates and cities; ex- 
horting them to ceaſe hoſtilities, and keep to 
the articles ſtipulated in the former treaty be- 
tween them, to which all the powers readily 
ſubmitted except the Thebans. The Lacedz- 
Bc monians having been lately defeated 
| 37% in their combat with the Thebans at 

Leuftra, ſought protection from the Egyptians 
and Perſians, which was in part granted by the 
latter power the ſucceeding yeat, by Artaxerxes 
ſending ambaſſadors to accommodate their diſ- 
putes. They failed of ſucceſs, as the Lacedæ- 
moniansobjeRted to Meſſena having liberty grant- 
ed to it; and the confidence the Thebans had 
in their generals Pelopidas and Epaminondas, 
inſpired them with the hope of poſſeſſing, and ri- 
ling ſuperior to all the other Grecian ſtates. Arta- 
xerxes was not diſcouraged by his propoſals being 
rejefied, therefore renewed his ſolicitations two 
years after; which proved fo far propitious, 
that for a time the belligerent powers laid 
down their arms, and ceaſed to moleſt each 
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Nearly 
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Nearly at this period Johanan high-prieſt of 
the Jews, wh ſucceeded Joiada in that office, 
brought great affliction on the temple and Je- 
ruſalem, which was produced by the following 
circumſtances: Joſhua Johanan's brother had 
ſo far infinuated himſelf into the favour of Ba- 
goſes, the governor of Syria and Phœnicia, as 
to obtain à grant to ſupercede his brother in 
the prieſthood, though he had | exerciſed it 
ſeveral years. When Joſhua arrived at Jeru- 
ſalem with this commiſhon, and proceeded to 
officiate as high-prieſt, Johanan diſputed: his 
authority, and ſlew him in the inner court of the 
temple! This act had aggravated circum- 
ſtances of guilt, from proximity of relationſhip, 
and the reputed ſacredneſs of the place 
in which it was perpetrated. When Bagoſes 
heard of this outrage, he came to ſeruſalem to 
take cognizance of the fats, but on entering 
the temple for that purpoſe, he was denied ad- 
mittance; it being deemed unlawful for a Gen- 
tile to enter that holy place. This repulſe ſo 
highly incenſed him, that he forced his en- 
trance into the temple, and from theneefor- 
ward impoſed: a large mulkt on the'ſacrifices' 
offered there; which proved a very heavy fine 
on the wa _—_ the yo of Ba- 
vr O . 11.52) ug bed 
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At this ra, a war commenced between the 
BC Arcadians and Eleans ; the Lacedæ- 
. monians and Athenians affiſted one 
party, and the Thebans the other, who in the 
memorable battle of Mantinea, loſt their famous 
general Epaminondas, which was ſeverely felt, 
as their ſucceſſes were chiefly owing to his ſkill 
and valour. Both parties having ſuſtained im- 
portant loſſes, they grew tired of the war; which 
produced a general peace amongſt the contend- 
ing Rates, in which the Meſſeneans were in- 
cluded, agreeable to the treaty formed by the 


| nabas in the kingdom of Egypt, reſolved to 
defend his rights againſt the king of Perſia, and 
to enable himſelf to proſecute his purpoſe, 
prevailed on the Lacedemonians to ſend him 
flaus not meeting with the encouragement he 
expeſted, revolted from the intereſt of Tachos, 
drove him out of the kingdom, and appointed 
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fdelity-of Ageſilaus; cherefore (4d ot pau 
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The n edt? to fu 
erveds NeQtanebus, and the party BE as 
who eſpouſed this pretender's cauſe, 361, 
proceeded ſo far as hoſtilities, but were repulſed 
by the courageous efforts of Ageſilaus, and Nec- 
tanebus was —— e in the "Den 
d ee 


—— Maids: affairs were no mY 
turbulent in their tendency, than thoſe of his 
national concerns. Great contention aroſe 
amongſt his ſons, reſpeQting their right of ſuc- 
ceſſion: he had three ſons by his queen, ani 
an hundred and ſiſteen by his concubines. The 
names of the three former were, Darius, Ariaſ- 
pes, and Ochus; the firſt of whom was declared 
by Artaxerxes to be his-lawful heir, and to pre- 
to take the title of king, and wear the royal 
prince, but he entered into a conſpiracy againſt 
his father's — with fifty of his illegitimate bre - 
met with deſerved'fate m cut off | 
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This event renewed the contention concer- 
their claim as being lawful heirs, and Arſames 
one of the other ſons formed his pretenſion on 
the favour of his father, who was in a more than 
common degree attached to him. But Ochus 
being reſolved to ſucceed to the throne, pur- 
focd unlawful meaſures, and intimidated Ari- 
alpes with ſuch fictitious menaces from his 
father, as affefted him ſo much, he poiſoned 
| himſelf to avoid the threatened puniſhment. 
When this formidable competitor was removed, 
Arſames ſtill rivalled Ochus, being much 
eſteemed by his father and moſt other perſons as 
bell fuited to grace a throne. To prevent his 
to be aſlaſſinated ; which afflicted Artaxerxes ſo 
5 greatly, he ſurvived the ftroke but a ſhort 

time; and died overwhelmed: with 
B. C 368. get, at the advancedage of ninety. | 
four, having reigned forty-ſix years. This 
with humanity and juſtice, and -accordingly 
polkeſſed the hearts of his people, arid was re- 
„ my etc ee Sf een 


P 
in the chanatter of Octivs, who m con · 
os  ſeiouſnel 
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ſciouſneſs of his guilt, was fuſpicious the 
nobility's allegiance would be of ſhort duration; 
therefore craftily concealed his father's death, 
and cauſed a fictitious decree to be iſſued in 
Artaxerxes's name to proclaim him king. 
This ſcheme did not meet with the ſucceſs 


Ochus expected, for all Leſſer Aſia, Syria, and 
Phcenicia, with ſeveral other provinces, re- 


volted; which lefſened the revenues of the 


crown, and rendered the finances inſufficient for 
the proſecution of a war againſt ſuch numer- 


_ ous enemies, if they had confederated together. 


But this was not the caſe, ſo that many of the 
chiefs ſoon ſought reconciliation with Ochus, 
and the remaining part who perſevered in the 
revolt, were treacherouſly betrayed into the 
power of | their offended ſovereign ; who was 
hence more firmly eſtabliſhed on the throne 
than he deſerved, being the moſt cruel prince 
that ever reigned in Perfia. © — other 
barbar6us exertions of his power, he cauſed all 
the royal family to be put to death, to prevent 
any under the notion "yh ſucceſſor ſuperced- 
ing him; and murdered thoſe of the nobility 
who ſeemed Nely to oppoſe his power. Though | 
this prince did not inherit his father's virtues, 
he aſſumed his name Artaxerxes, hoping thereby 


ee, his cruel proceedings under 
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the ſpecious patronage of ſuch reſpectable au- 
thoraty ; a vain illuſive meaſure ! for an empty 


At this period, Alexander the Great was 
born at Pella in Macedonia, who. 
4 totally overthrew the Perſian em- 
. pire. On the ſame day, the temple of Diana 
at Epheſus was burnt, and the perſon who 
perpetrated the deed, aſſerted, his ſole motive 
for the miſchievous aft, was to render his 
name conſpicuous in the world; which.cauſed 
Aa decree to be iſſued that he was never to be 


The death of Mauſolus king of Caria, which 
happened nearly at this time, diſplays 
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of his royal remains; and in about the ſpace 
of two years pined herſelf to death. Before 
ſhe died, ſhe cauſed a magnificent monument 
to be erected at Halicarnaſſus to his memory, 
which, from the ſuperbneſs of the ſtructure, 
afterwards became one of the ſeven wonders 
of the world ; and from thence all monuments : 
of a more than common degree of conſe- 
quence, are called Mauſoleums. As it was 
the Carian cuſtom to marry ſiſters, it was-alſo 
an eftabliſhed rule they ſhould ſucceed to the 
government on the death of their huſbands, 
therefore Artemiſia aſcended the throne, and 
when ſhe died, Idrieus her 1 
the ble ese ſucceſſion. 


Andes eee neee 
the condutt of the rulers appointed over them 
by the Perſians, entered into a iconfederacy 
with: NeQtanebus' againſt Ochus, whe was 
then uſing his utmoſt endeavours to reduce 
Egypt. They fo- far ſucceeded: in their com- 
from Pheenicia. The Cyprians, encouraged 
racy. -  Ochus, imputing his defeats to the 
ill conduct of his commanders, reſolved to 
bead 
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head his own forces, and marched into Phœ- 
nicia with a powerful army ; which intimi- 
dated Mentor, who was then in Sidon with 
the Grecian mercenaries, and induced him 
not only to engage to deliver Sidon to Ochus, 
but to aſſiſt in the proſecution of the Egyp- 
tian war; and by converting Tennes king of 
Sidon to be an accomplice in the treaſon, Sidon 
was delivered into the hands of the Perſians. 
The Sidonians, on the approach of the enemy, 
had burnt their ſhips, that they might not be 
employed to their diſadvantage; but when 
they diſcovered they were treacherouſly be- 
which they ſet on fire, and periſhed in the 

general conflagration : Tennes met 
Cas vi the treatment his treachery 
- deferved; for when he ceaſed to be ſerviceable 
to Ochus, he put him to death. The im- 
menſe treaſures contained in Sidon were melted 
in the flames, therefore the emolument Ochus 
aſhes of the city, which produced great ſums 
of money. The fate of the Sidonians alarmed 
the Phonicians, and cauſed A Pans 
— ee ee ir tent 
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with the Phœnicians againſt Ochus; as, on 
his departure from Sidon, he marched into 
Judea, and beſieged Jericho, which be took, 
and carried many of the inhabitants captives 
into Egypt, and ſent the remaining part to 
Hyrcania. As Ochus's whole attention was 
bent againſt the Egyptians, he redreſfed the 
grievances of the nine Cyprian kings, which 
. cloſed the contention for their privileges: and 
e en a „ einen 3d 
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Dane at „„ 
dition againſt the Egyptians, loſt many of his 
troops by the drifts of ſand that blew from 
the deſert on the ſurface of the lake Serbonis, 
.which gave it the appearance of land, but pro- 
ved a fatal abyſs to thoſe who-nuſtook the wa- 
try element for terra. firma. Ochus, by con- 
veying his troops in à powerful fleet up the 
Nile, penetrated into the heart of the country, 
and formed a powerful encampment; the chief 
the force of the attack, yielded to the 
Perſians, and the Egyptian army being de- 
feated, the war was ſoon brought to a; criſis. 
As Ochus declared his intention of ſhewing 
Reg „ 
claimed 
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claimed the reſentment he would manifeſt to 
an obſtinate refiſtance, it produced an emulation 
among the powers who ſhould firſt yield to 
his terms; Nectanebus being aware of this, 
was plunged in deſperation, therefore collected 
all his portable treaſures, and fled into Ethio- 
Pia, from whence he never returned. This 
completed the prophecy of Ezekiel, that the 
land ſhould be enſlaved by ftrangers ; for Nec- 
tancbus was the laſt Egyptian who reigned in 
that country. The cauſe of this monarch'S 
defeat was principally aſcribed to ſelſ- confi- 
dence, which betrayed him into thoſe fatal 
errors that were the foundation of his over- 


ver Upper Ak — Mentor the Lower Afia. 
This 


[ 97 ] 

This e monarch was poiſoned be 
Bagoas, who was by birth an Egyp- B. c. 33 
tian, therefore ſought revenge for 
the deſolation of his country, as Ochus after 
he had reduced Egypt, committed many un- 
warrantable acts of cruelty. But what above 
all incenſed the Egyptians, was their facred 
bull, which they called Apis, being murdered 
by Ochus, to ſhew his contempt for their re- 
ligion; which was done in revenge for the 
Exyptians having called him an aſs, he there- 
fore commanded the brutal deity to be facri- 
ficed to an aſs, and had his fleſh dreſſed and 
eaten by his attendants. This outrage ſeems 

to have excited: Bagoas's reſent - 
ment ; which he manifeſted, by cauſing another 
body to be- interred. inftead of Ochuws's, and 
gave his fleſh to be food for cats, and made 
handles for ſwords of his bones. Bagoas con- 
dułted the affairs of the whole empire after' 
the death of Ochus, but made Arſes the 
youngeſt of his ſons king, and put the reſt to 
death, that he might have no competitors. | 


* of Arſes was merely nominal, the 
ment being mags N N * che 
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Philip king of Macedon having entirely ſub- 
ducd the Thebans and Athenians, became the 
chief potentate of Greece. He ſummoned 
an allembly at Corinth from the different ſtates 


of this monarch's death, evince the uncer- 
tainty of human greatneſs, as he expired in 
.the full diſplay of pomp- and power, and, 
whilſt he was going to the theatre to complete 
the folemnities of his daughter's nuptials. 

, ; — 
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His arrogance cannot be more effetually diſ- 

_ played, than by the account hiſtorians give of 
this profane but magnificent proceſſion ; 

which partly conſiſted of twelve gods and 
goddeſſes carried before ham, with the addition 
of his own ſtatue in the form of a deity; 

thereby aſſuming to be of a divine nature, 
though the fatal cataſtrophe he met with, was 
an inconteſtable proof he was à frail mortal. 
This potentate was ſucceeded by Alexander 
his ſon, then about twenty years of age, whoſe 
wonderful exploits and rapid conqueſts, 'were 
deſigned by „ as a —_ end. 
ing abe. | 


. Ft 1 


 Arſes et Perſia a. nent W a 
victim to the malicious machinations of Ba- 
goas, who murdered his ſovereign becauſe he 
Was apprehenſive his power declined,” and that 
Arſes was convinced of his ne "The 
throne being thus vacant, Bagoas , C. 235. 
placed Darius on it, who was of 
royal extraction, but not of regular deſcent 3 
his name was Codomannus, the name of 
Darius being aſſumed on his aſcent / to great- 
neſs, and, previous to that event he was go- 
vernor of Armenia. He was ſcarcely eſta- 
bliſhed on the throne, when Bagoas perceived 

| 8 : - the 
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the new monarch was not of a nature to be 
made fubſervient to his ambitious and baſe 
purpoſes; he therefore formed a conſpiracy 
dark deſigu, inſiſted on Bagoas ſwallowing the 
draught ; thus the treaſon operated on the 
traitor, and he ſpeedily fell by the ſame means 
deſigned for the deſtruction of his ſovereign. 
The death of this baſe miniſter freed Darius 
from any further conſpiracies againſt his per- 
fon or peace: and, from the general accounts 
recorded of this monarch, he was eſteemed of a 
mald and noble diſpoſition, as well as of majeſtic 
deportment and figure, which, joined to diſtin. 
guilhed bravery and an uniform conduR, would 
and ſucceſsful, if it had not been his fate to 
comend with an Alexander, whoſe power he 
fek when he was ſcarcely eſtabliſhed in the 
Perſian empire. 


This ambitious young monarch ſoon after 
his father's death reſummoned the general 
council at Corinth, and prevailed on them 
to appoint him generaliſſimo in the ſtead of 
A hoſtilities againk the Perſians: all the Rates 
agreed 


4 ] 


agreed to this requeſt except the Lacedæmo- 
nians. Whilſt Alexander was carrying on the 
war againſt the Illyrians and Tnballians, the 
Athenians and Thebans revoked the decree 


they had given in his favour, and entered into 


a confederacy againſt him; but on his victori- 
ous return from thoſe parts, he awed the Athe- 
nians into ſubmiſſion, and ſeveral other cities 
were included in the treaty of peace. The 
Thebans alone continuing to reſiſt, excited 
Alexander to beſiege their city, which he took 
by ſtorm, and deſtroyed, with about ninety 
thouſand of the inhabitants. Theſe ſanguinary 
proceedings diffuſed univerſal conſternation 
throughout the Grecian ſtates, and produced 
an entire ſubmiſſion to Alexander. He was 
accordingly confirmed in the ſupreme military 


command by the people; every ſtate and city 


contributing a proportioned number of men, 
and quantity of money for * the 
war againſt the Perſians. 


In the fucceeding ſpring, this intrepid hero 
marched with an army of thirty = 22 
thouſand” foot, and five thouſand 8. C 334: 
Horſe, to Seſtus; from whence he paſſed the 
Helleſpont, and proceeded into Aſia to at- 


8 of the Perſian empire. His 


number 


————̃ ! 
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„ 
number of men appeared totally inadequate to 
the undertaking, and the proviſion allotted 
for them did not exceed the quantity required 


only gained poſſeſſion of Darius's treaſures at 
Sardis, but of the provinces of Leſſer Aſia, 


which either voluntarily ſubmitted or were 
forced to compliance. In the commencement of 
Lycia, Piſidia, Pamphylia, Paphlagonia, Gala- 
tia, and Cappadocia; and diſpoſed; of theſe 
repetitive provinces to thoſe of his followers 


1 wg 1 


appeared to afford the moſt reaſonable proſpeRt 
of ſucceſs, was rejected, becauſe the other 
commanders had not penetration to foreſee 
the fatal effects of a contrary conduct. This 
wiſe counſellor recommended the war to be 
proſecuted in Macedonia, as, by that means, 
the Lacedzmonians and other powers would 
have been auxiliaries againſt Alexander, who 
muſt have left Aſia to have defended his na- 
tivefleminions. He alſo deprecated the idea 
of riſking a battle, but adviſed deſolating the 
country through which the Macedonians were 
to paſs; for Alexander would then have been 
obliged to return, as his army muſt have been 
diſtreſſed. for proviſions. Theſe: ſuggeſtions 
being over-ruled; was the cauſe of the defeat 
at Granicus. Aſter that misfortune; Memnon 
collected the remaining part of the Perſian 
troops, and fled with them to Miletus, Hali- 
carnaſſus, and the iſland of Cos, where he 
was met 8 94 n received 
Darius's commiſſion. ae E416 et 
tte af ane : amsogas | NE 
He wenn to execute what had before 
been his plan, by taking in Chios and all Lef- 
bos, except Mitylene: he propoſed” next to 
paſs into Eubcea, and from thence to have 
proceeded- to Greece and Macedonia, making 
354 | theſe 
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theſe places the ſeat of war: but 
Mi 1 'f Qt 8 * * | that city, 
noble commander 1 _— 
fell before -it was decided, 
which rendered the ſcheme abortive, and in- 
volved the empire in ruin. 


„ having no commander of equal 
4 or courage, was obliged to alter his plan 
operations, and rely wholly on his eaſtern 
armies for defence. Accordingly, he collected 
them at Babylon, to the amount of ſix hundred 
r from thence 
| formed preparations, haſtened to Cili- 
cia, to take poſſeſhkon of the Straits which 
joined that country to Syria, with intent to 
CET CN nn 
Macedonians would evidently have- the 
advantage from the Perſians not being able to 
bring a twentieth part of their forces to the 
2 Darius was warned of the danger by 
. 
would have had 2 
= full ſcope to [exert their {kill 
N but this infatuated monarch was 
— by flattery, and miſled by an im · 
confidence in his own power, that he 
purſued the following fatal courſe: he had 
been 
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been perſuaded Alexander was retreating, and, 
from that idea, purſued him till he was too far 
advanced in the Straits to recede; and, 
when too late, he was convinced of his error. 
This involved him in the neceſſity of engaging 
Alexander to an ęvident diſadvantage at Iſſus, 
being confined by mountains on both ſides. 
Darius could not draw up his forces but in 
lines.one behind another, which the Macedo- 
nians Won broke through, and put the whole 
Perſian army into confuſion: the deranged 
troops, in attempting to eſcape, were chiefly 
trampled by each other to death, while many 
were deſtroyed by their purſuers. Darius, 
who was in the heat of the battle, wich dif- 
ficulty eſcaped, but his camp and baggage 
became the immediate poſſeſſion of the con- 
queror. 3 5 


Darius, previous to the battle, had ſent his 
vaſt treaſures, concubines, and the ladies 
who were in the royal train, to Damaſcus 
under a ſtrong guard; which the governor 
treacherouſly diſcloſed to Alexander, and Par- 11 
menio was diſpatched to take poſſeſſion of the 
place. Amongſt the captive ladies was Bar- 
ſina the widow of Memnon, of whom Alex- 
ander became enamoured, and had a ſon by 

. her 
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Her named Hercules“ . After the reduction of 
Damaſcus and Cœlo-Syria, Alexander coaſted 
towards Phcenicia, where, amongſt other ſtates, 
he reduced the Sidonians, who were deſirous 
of being freed from the authority. of the Per- 
fans. The Tyrians wiſhed, to be on terms of 
friendſhip with Alexander, but were averſe to 
that ſervile fubmiſhon to which the victori- 
ous hero endeavoured to ſubje&t them. He 
accordingly commenced a fiege their 
city, which was fituate in an ni dome 
diſtance from the ſhore. The Carthaginians 
promiſed to afbft the Tyrians, which excited 
them to perſeverance; but Alexander was in- 
defatigable, he eretted a bank from the conti- 
nent through the ſea to the iſland, with the 
ruins of Old Tyre, and, by that means, got 

acceſs to the city, which, after a 
4 ge of foren months, he took by 
form. Many of the inhabitants had ſent their 
wives and children .to Carthage, who thus 
eſcaped the general deſolation that enſued ; for 
Alexander burnt and deſtroyed the whole 
city, and, to ſatiate his rage, ordered eight 


Hercules, after the death of Alexander, was invited 
by the Macedonians to be their king, but was treacherouſly 


| murdered by Polyſperchon. 
; thouſand 
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thouſand of the inhabitants to be put to the 
ſword, and cauſed two thouſand to be cruct- 
fied. By this reduction of Tyre, the prophe- 
cies of; Ezekiel were completely fulfilled, the 
depredations committed by Nebuchadnezzar 
being only confined to Old Tyre; but both 
e to be included i in the denunciation. 


« Tyrians were ftrongly aatted to > ido- : 
JatrygA d, amongſt other deities, had a famous 
brazen coloſſal ſtatue of Apollo, whom they 
ſuperſtitiouſly feared as inclined to favour 
Alexander : they therefore [ſought to detain 
him on their behalf, by chaining him to tlie 
altar of Hercules. When the conqueror ſub- 
dued the city of Tyre, he unchained Apollo, 
and returned him thanks for being inclined to 
his cauſe, - and after having ſacrificed to Her- 
cules and performed many idolatrous rites, . he 
proceeded towards Jeruſalem, being obliged to 
ſeek proviſions from thoſe regions where agri- 
culture was: praiſed, as was the caſe in the 
diſtrifts of Galilee, Samaria, and Judea, Thi. 
ther Alexander diſpatched ambaſſadors to re- 
quire the ſubmiſſion of the inhabitants of thoſe 
parts, and proviſion for his army. On the ar- 
rival of Alexander's ambaſſadors, the Jews ob- 
e they could 
He not 
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not violate their oath to Darius by accepting 
a new maſter. This excuſe for their non - ob- 
ſervance of his commands, excited Alexander's 
dilpleaſure, who, from the viftories he had 
obtained, was impatient of oppoſition ; there- 
fore forbore to expoſtulate, but marched againſt 
Jeruſalem, intending to reduce it to a ſimilar 
fate with Tyre. In this ſtate of imminent 
danger, Jaddua the high-prieſt, who had ſuc- 
ceeded his father Johanan or Jonathan in the 
prieſthood and conduct of the Jewiſh affairs under 
the Perfian government, had no other reſource 
than to implore the mercy and power of God 
to avert the impending danger, which was done 
by offering ſacrifices and joining in 75 huh 
prayers for ende. | | 
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As an a eber r- is the 
only ſure caſtle bf defence, and which is in- 
vincible, the Jews obtained ſalvation from 
the omnipotent power they had invoked. Jad- 
dua was inſpired, by nicans of a viſion, to meet 
the conqueror in höly *confiderice, attired in 
his pontifical garmetits, atterided” by the prieſts 
in theit proper habirs, atid the general afſembly 
of the people clothed in'white. According to 
the divine direction, this ptoceſſon advanced 
to Sapha in the — of Jeruſalem, where 
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they waited the arrival of Alexander. A 2 
proof of the truth and efficacy. of, divine, im- 
pulſes on particular occaſions, the young hero, 
when he beheld che high-prieſt, bowed. to the 
ground, and greeted him with reverential 
reſpett. This created aſtoniſhment in his aty 
tendants, and diſappointed the Syrians, . and 
Pheenjcians, who, were waiting with. maliciqus 
expeBation, to ſee the Jews deſtroyed. as the 
Tyrians had been. In this general ſlate of con, 
ſternation, Parmenio requeſted of Alexander the 
cauſe of his paying that obeiſange to the 
Jewiſh high-prieſt ; who informed him, it was 
not from perſonal reſpett to 
token, of agoration, to the God v 
der he was;,. and. aſcribed, this his Do 
condutt. to a dream he had, when hg was u 
determined, reſpeRting. the | Perkap. war, and 
which made him to reſolye gn, the proſecution 
herepf, by the. appeexance, of, a, peripn, in, the 
very ſemblapce. of Jaddya, ho, aflured, him 
of ſyccals, and the;, congueſt of the whole Per. 
lan empire. Having thus, cffe&ually ſatisßed 
Parmenzo's.curioſity, Alexander aſſettionately 
embraged Jaddua, and returned, with him to 
Jeruſalem, where, he joined in the offering vi 
lacrifices,in, the temple z, and., in;gonſequence 
t he kerl * bam, hb Prophecies 
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of Daniel concerning the overthrow of the Per- 
dans by a Grecian monarch, he became con- 
fident of ſucceſs,” and to ſhew his good will to 
the Jews, commanded them to require what 
they wilhed to obtain; which he aſſured them 
he would grant. By unanimous conſent, they 
petitioned to have their religion, liberty, and 
laws preſerved, and to be exempted from pay- 
ing tribute once in ſeven years; as at the re- 
turn of that period, their land lay fallow: 
Alexander freely granted theſe en 
e ne eurer 


y ths i gh uin e de hence, 
he was met by the Samaritans, who impor- 
tuned him to honour their temple and city 
alle wich his preſence, which Alexander de- 
clined, by reaſon he was on a ſpeedy march to 
Egypt, but aſſured them that on his return 
he would” viſit them, and redreſs their griev- 
this promiſe, urged to be diſcharged from the 
payment of tribute every ſeventh year, in like 
manner as the Jews, on pretence of being 
Hebrews, and fubjeft to the fame laws; but 
Alexander evaded granting this requeſt, by de- 
ferring it till his return. He then proceeded 
22% I Woking ent well defended ; 

but. 
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but was reſolved to conquer it, as-being the 
entrance of Egypt, and would otherwiſe impede 
his progreſs into thoſe parts. After carrying the 
place, a general carnage enſued, and Alex- 
ander's cruelty to Betis the governor, tarniſhes 


the glory of his ſucceſſes, as he cauſed that 
valiant and faithful commander to be tied to 


the hinder part of a chariot, and dragged round 


the city till be expired. 


After the conqueſt of Gaza, Alexander ad- 
vanced into Egypt; and, on his arrival at Pe- 
luſium, was greeted by the Egyptians: as their 
ſovereign, for they wiſhed. to be ſubjett to any 
power rather than the Perſians. This excited 
him to march to Memphis, where he van- 
quiſhed the Perfian forces, and blocked them 
up in the city, which the governor, in deſpair, 
delivered to Alexander, who from thence- 
forward was ſovereign of the whole country. 


Alexander, "elated with this ſucceſs, formed 


a vain and impious ſcheme of going to the 
temple of Jupiter Hammon, in the deſerts of 
Libya, in order to be proclaimed the ſon of 
that deity ; for this purpoſe, he bribed the 
prieſts to rank him as a divinity, which ren- 
dered -him_ contemptible to others, though it 


increaſed the ideas of his own conſequence. 
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This journey was attended, with various diffi- 
culties and dangers, and thus Alexander was 
puniſhed for his ſinful ambition. In the courſe 
of his march, he fixed the plan for the erection 
of the city of Alexandria, which afterwards 
became the metropolis of- the kingdom ; and, 
on his return back, he peopled it by bringing 
inhabitants from various parts, amongſt whom 
were many Jews, who were diſtinguiſhed by 
peculiar marks of Alexander's favour. Whilſt 
Alexander wintered at Memphis, he adjuſted 
— the civil and military concerns of his domi- 
nions, and in „ er g e aug 
of Darius. | 


Tube Samaritans 8 dif- 
pleaſure of their new monarch, by a violent 
outrage committed on Andromachus the go- 
vernor he had appointed to rule over them; 
Alexander ordered all the authors of the mur- 
der to be put to death, and drove the reſt of 
the people out of the city of Samaria, to make 
way for ſome Macedonians, and gave their 
other polleſhons to the Jews. Thoſe” who 
eicaped this calamity, fled to mount Gerizim, 
which now became the metropolis of the Sama- 
ritans, who brought theſe evils on themſelves by 
W 
The 
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to Alexander at Tyre, were ſent to Thebais, 
and had portions of land appointed for cheir 

uſe. When that hero had ſetiled his affairs 
in Pbœnicia, he palled the Euphrates, and 
advanced towards the Tigris in ſearch. of Pa- 
rius, who. having unſucceſsfully ſought peace at 
three reſpective periods, prepared to meet him 
in battle, all hopes of accommodation being 
excluded. He collected a very numerous army 
at Babylon, aud marched towards NanevehF. 
Alexander directed his courſe thither alſo, and 
at a village called Gaugamela beyond. the Ti- 
gris, a deciſive battle enſued, in which Alex- 
ander was vitorious, though his antagonilt's 
forces conſiſted of eleven hundred thouſand 
men, and the conqueror's only of fifty thou- 
imputed to the ſkill of man, but the wiſe de- 
fignation of Providence, whoſe invincible 
power raiſes ſtates and ſubverts them, as 
ſeemeth beſt to his omni ſcient judgment. This 
battle determined the fate of the Perſian em- 
pire, and thereby fulkilled the — of 
Daniel in their N extent. 


1 
——ů Lv 
near the river. Tigris. . i 81 {A 1 
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and was purſued by Alexander as far as Ar. 
bela, but, by the rapidity of his flight, was not 
ovenaken, and Alexander deſiſted from the 
attempt, as at that place he took poſſeſſion of the 
wreafure and royal equipage of Darius, which | 
was of immenſe value, and thus enriched, re- 
turned to the camp. After a proper reſt, he 
depaned from thence, and proceeded to Ba- 
bylon, which the governor baſely yielded to 
Alexander, with all Darius's treaſure contained 
therein. From thence he advanced to Suſa, 
Which he reduced, and then attacked Perſepo- 
empire, which he alſo conquered with his 
ulual rapidity, and gave the city to be ſacked 
treated with licentious cruelty, and thouſands 
defiroyed; which was, in a more particular 
manner executed, to revenge the hatred this 
— AALneIgt 


: l 
ander returned to Perſepolis, where he fixed 
his winter quarters, and, during his reſidence 
there, abandoned himſelf to voluptuouſneſs. 
In one of his licentious entertainments, Thais 

an 
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an Athenian courtezan propoſed to Alexander 
the burning of the city and palace of Perſe- 
polis, to revenge the conflagration of Athens 
by Xerxes. As the whole company were in- 
toxicated with liquor, the propoſal was received 
with general plaudits of applauſe, and imme- 
diately put into execution. Alexander himſelf 
ſeized a torch, and the reſt of his affociates 
following his example, they ſet fire to the pa- 
lace and city, which Alexander repented of in 
his ſober moments, as, by this meaſure, the 
fineſt palace and enty in the world were reduced 
to aſhes.. - 


Darius, though effeQually depreſſed, was un- 
willing to yield to his fate, therefore collefted 
his ſcattered forces, to exert one more effort 
for ſuſtaining his power. This unfortunate 
monarch having received information, Alex- 
ander was in purſuĩt of him, left Ecbatana, 
intending to proceed to Baftria, but being 
apprehenſive he ſhould be overtaken before he 
reached that place; he refolved to engage his 
enemy without changing his ſituation. By the 
treachery of Beſſus the governor of Baftria, and 
another Perſian confederate, he was made their 
captive, who confined him in a cloſe cart, and 
carried _ towards Battria, with intention to 

H 6 deliver 
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| deliver him alive into the hands of Alexander 


or, if he diſcontinued the purſuit, they de- 
ſigned to uſurp the kingdom. 


On Alexander's entrance into Parthia, he 
was informed of Darius's lamentable 

. ſtate, in conſequence of which, he 
frwiftly purſued Beſſus and his colleague ; when 
he had nearly overtaken them, they perſuaded 
Darius to mount on horſeback to haſten his 
flight, which he refuſing to do, they gave him 
feveral mortal wounds, and left him to languiſh 
and die in the cart. In that pitiable ſituation 
he was found by one of Alexander's ſoldiers, 
who gave immediate information of the event 
to his royal maſter; who, when he beheld 
the corpſe of the unfortunate Darius, ſhed tears 
of pity, and caſting his cloak over the body, 
commanded it to be conveyed to Siſygambis, 
and the other captive ladies at Suſa, with or- 
ders for it to be interred with funeral pomp 
in the royal ſepulchre of the Perſian kings, at 
his fole expence. Such was the end of this 
monarch, who did not live to experience thc 


humiliating conſequences of his defeat: and 


_ thus expired the Perſian empire, which laſted 


two hundred and nine years, from the eſta- 
bliſhment by Cyrus its firſt founder. 
: Beſſus 
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Beſſus, one of the traitors, who was inſtru- 
mental in the death of Darius, fled into Bac- 
tria, and proclaimed himſelf king by the 
name of Artaxerxes. He had proceeded too 
far to be conveniently overtaken by Alexander, 
who therefore returned into Parthia, and ſub- 
dued the Mardons, Arians, Drangians, Ara- 
cauſians, and ſeveral other powers, whom he 
conquered with incredible avidity, ſcarcely 
allowing himſelf leiſure either to have ſuſte- 
nance or reſt. During his reſidence amongſt 
the Drangians, a conſpiracy was diſcovered 
againſt Alexander's life, in which the ſon of 
Parmenio, one of his generals, was, a chief 
leader, who with his accomplices were put to 
death, and his noble father alſo fell a victim 
to Alexander's ſuſpicions. Beſſus, or Artax- 
erxes the uſurper, was the next object of 
Alexander's purſuit, who preſently drove him 
out of Baftria, ſubdued the province, and 
delivered the traitor to Oxatres, who put him 


to an 1gnominious death * to * 
offence. | | 


As Alexander's cavalty required to be re- 
mounted, he opportunely went to Sogdiana, 
famous for breeding. horſes, where he met 
with more chan uſual „ as the people 


were 
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were of a reſolute ferocious nature. During his 


relidence at this place, in à fit of drunken re: 
fentment he murdered Clitus one of his moſt 
fincere friends, which was an indelible blot on 
has character, and ſeverely regretted by himſelf 
in the moments of cool reflection. After 
having fubdued the Sogdians he wintered at 
Nautice, and gave his army a reſpite from their 
indefatigable purſuits. In this ſeaſon of leifure, 
Alexander fell in love with Roxana, one of the 
Perſian captive ladies in his camp, whom he 
married, and in order to obviate the objection 
of forming ſuch an alliance, he encouraged his 
officers to follow bis example, who alſo married 
the Perſian captives ; which produced a long 
ſcene of convivial jollity in the celebration of 
theſe nuptials, attended with fuch luxury 
LT ny, at Gee grantel> pier of Gy winter 
was ſpent in feaſting. 


As Alexander's ambition would not allow him 
| to remain inactive, he meditated an 
B. C. 32. de inte Idle, ad” edrty 
at this time required divine honours to be 
paid to him. This conduR being generally diſ- 
approved, Calliſthenes the philoſopher, in the 
zeal of friendſhip, ventured to reprove the 
— monarch ; but as truth is unwelcome 
when. 


* 


[ 19 1 
when it does not accord with inclination, Alex- 
ander ordered the candid monitor to be put to 
death, for no part cauſe than _ e 
a | l 


Wben all Ou were es for! his raſh 
oriental expedition, Alexander ' marched into 
India, and employed the whole year in ſubdu- 
ing the nations on this fide the Indus. In the 
ſpring, Alexander paſſed the river Indus over 
a bridge of boats, and after having conquered 
all the nations on both fides the river, which 
was the extent of the victories he propoſed, he 
ordered his fleet to proceed to the Perſian Gulph, 


and meet him at Babylon, and then marched with 


his army through the ſouthern ne — 
he experienced great diſtreſs from 

want of water, and the heat of the cli- B. c 325 
mate; in conſequence of which, his army was 
conſiderably reduced. At the Hydaſpes he built 
two cities, the one called Nicæa, in token of the 
victory he had obtained there; and the other 
Bucephala, in honour of his route hoe 
Bucephalus. 


On Alexander's arrival at Paſargarda, he 
was diſpleaſed at the negleR and outrages offered 
to Cyrus's' ſepulchre, and put the governor to 

; | death 
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part of the army. Proclamation was _here 
made, that Alexander diſmiſſed from his ſervice 
all the Macedpnians that were wounded or un- 
able to bear the fatigues of war; and declared his 
intention of amply rewarding them, and con- 
veying them to their native country. This 
intended kindneſs was received as a flight, 
and raiſed a mntiny amongſt the Macedonian 
troops, as this meaſure confirmed their ſuſ- 
picion that the Perſians were favoured, to the 
prejudice of themſelves; aa opinion which had 
been long. prevailing, on account of Alex 
ander having adopted the Perſian manners and 
with the natives. This ſedition Alexander 
treated with contempt, which led the offenders 
to ſupplicate for mercy, who obtained pardon, 
and from that time continued nn and 
ſubmiſſive. 


" ” - * 2 
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—— 


On A. * from Opis, be 

marched to Ecbatana, where his fa- 
vourite Hepheſtion died, in conſe- BC. 324: 
quence of a fever from his intemperance in 
drinking. This event was a ſevere ſtroke to 
Alexander, whoſe grief and reſpe& were 
manifeſted by the ſumptuous. interment he 
beſtowed on his friend's remains: and the cruel 
meaſure 
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_ mealure he purſued in having the phyficians 
crucified for not prolonging Hepheſtion's life, 
who by intemperance in effect deſtroyed him. 
felf, and alſo would not follow the medical 
preſcriptions, but perfiſted in his luxurious 
exceſſes. To diſſipate the concern Hepheſtion's 
death occaſioned, Alexander marched againſt 
the Coſſrans, a warlike people on the moun- 
tains of Media, whom he ſubdued ; and after- 
wards paſſed the Tigris, and again proceeded 
w Babylon, notwithſtanding he had received 
ſeveral prognoſtice that his entrance there 
would prove fatal to him. On his arrival in 
that city he was honoured with ambaſſadors from 
all parts, whom he favoured with gracious 
audiences, and diſmiſſed well ſatisfied. 


Alexander's chief projects at this time, were to 
render Africa ' circumnavigable,* to make dil. 
coveries in the Caſpian- ſea and the ſurrounding 
nations, to ſubdue the Arabians, to commence 
hoftilines againſt the Carthaginians, and to ex- 
tend his conqueſts to the pillars of Hercules, now 
Ge Eris of Gibrakar. | 


* bebe Penintuls joined to the continent of Aſia, by 
the Ifthmus of Suez. 


During 


* 
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During rhis potentate s reſidence at "ey once 
famous city of Babylon, which from the peculiar 
advantages of its {ſituation and abundant pro- 
duftions, he reſolved to make again the ſeat of em- 
pire, he took every poſſible meaſure to reſtore it 


was to repair the banks of the Euphrates which 
Cyrus had broken down, that he might prevent 
the inundations of the river and i improve its na- 
vigation; he alſo began to repair the temple of 
Belus deſtroyed by Xerxes, which he deſigned 
ſhould exceed the firſt ſtrufture in magnificence. 
In order to expeditethis undertaking, he employ | 
ed his ſoldiers and others to clear the ruins; but 

the Jews objected to give their aſſiſtance to the 
erection of an idolatrous building, being contrary 
to the principles of their religion; which they 
adhered to notwithſtanding many penal injuries 
they ſuſtained. Their perſeverance from a ſenſe 
of duty, was at laſt approved by Alexander, who 
quietly diſmiſſed them, arid PIN them to 
ren ieee ee 1338 


While Alexander was in TY he indulge 
himſelf in all kinds of luxury, but 


particularly in drinking, and to fach . c gag. 
excels, that he employed days and nights fuccef- 
ſively in Bacchanalian parties. In one of theſe 

| conviyial 


toits former greatneſs. The firſt ſtep he purſued; 
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convivial meetings, be twice pledged the con- 
pany conſiſting of twenty | perſons in potent 
draughts, and then drank to Proteus one of the 
gueſts out of the Herculean cup; which contain- 
ed fix quarts; after this fatal libation, he dropped 
from his ſeat, and was ſeized with the fever of 
which he died, after having reigned twelve years 
and an half; The ſucceſſes of; this; monarch 
evidently prove, he was deſigned to bethe.inſtru- 
ment in ſubverting thoſe empires and, ſtates, 
whoſe tranſgreſſions had. excited the, prophetic 
denunciations. The bleſſing of God being only 
extended to him, till thoſe great purpoſes were 
 effefied. He was, Ropped. in, his .cntbuſiaſtic 
+ cg» 4p ear In 
third year of his age. - 16216402508! 


3 
an ambition that borders on enthuſſaſm, this 
monarch was aftuated. by. ſuperſtitious zeal, 
vain glory, and an exalted, idea of his on con- 
ſequence. Alexander was inſtrufied, in lus 
youth by Ariſtotle, from whom he received a 
Rrong impreſſion . of virtue, and bad ſuch re- 
verence for the Iliad of Homer, he ſlept with it 
der his pillow, and. copied. the heroes of 
that poem in his various enterpriſes apd er 
| "+47  Ploith 
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Ploits, : which account fort many of his actions 
being eccentric. 


After” the death of Alexander,” great dipptes 


aroſe relpecting the ſueceſſion; but at length 
it was agreed, that Arideus an i Megitimate bro- 
ther ſhotild ſucceed to the government, on the 
conditions, if Roxana (who was then far ad- 
vanced in her pregnancy) brought forth à fon, 
he was to mare the *dominions. Perdiccas, 
Alexander's principal favourite,” was appointed 
to conduct the regency, as Arideus from a de- 
fe in his intellects, required to be under tute- 
lage, as much as the expected infant. Per- 
diccas in conſequence of this appointment re- 
maine at Babylon, arid the government of the 
empire was Se e: the principal com- 
manders' in te army, -who foon made- war 
agdinſt each I all they were er ee 


r 


Seleet "They, from epi e e 
kings ſoon àſſumetl the title, and at length, by 
theit mutual comentions and conflicts, deſtroy- 
ed tath'othier's power and *tonifequence. © This 
fülflled the prophecies of Daniel concerning 
the Macedonian dominions, which declared 
ulen the great horn was bröken off (referring to 
Alexanders death) four Horns, by which was 


meant 
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meant four kings, ſhould ariſe and divide the 
empire. 


Caſſander aſſumed the government of Greece 
and Macedon ; Lyſimachus the go- 

D.C. gon. ment of Thrace, and thoſe parts 
of Aſia bordering upon the Helleſpont and 
Boſphorus; Ptolemy had the government of 
Egypt, Libya, Arabia, Paleſtine, and Czlo 
Syria; and Seleucus preſided over the remain- 
ing part of the dominions. Arideus on his 
advance. to the throne took the name of 


| 8 ds at es 

by Sifygambis the mother of Darius; who died 
in conſequence of her grief, as ſhe refuſed to 
take any ſuſtenance, from the apprehenſion ſhe 
was now excluded from any further inſtances of 
kindneſs and attention, which the generous victor 
had invariably ſhewn to her. This lady's death 
_ was facceeded by that of her two grand daugh- 
ters alſo, Statira Alexander's widow, and Dry- 
into a well, by the command of Roxana the 
other rival queen, with the concurrence of Per- 
diccas. Soon after this cruel aft, Roxana was 
delivered 


Ca ] 


delivered of a ſon, whom ſhe called Alexander. 


The infant monarch's name was joined with 
that of Arideus or Philip s in the adminiſlration 
of public affairs, but whoſe power was only 
nominal; the authority being wholly uſurped 
by the governors of the RR nick 


As Cappadocia ans 1 Paphlagonia were e given to 
Eumenes, who had been one of Alex- 2... 328. 
ander's chief miniſters, a conteſt © 
aroſe reſpecting his eſtabliſhment in thoſe pro- 
vinces, as they had not been entirely ſubdued; 
but after many battles and confederacies he was 
put in quiet poſſeſſion of them. The conqueſts 
obtained by Alexander were too great to be 
ſuſtained by his ſucceſſors; and they waged con- 


tinual war with each other to aſcertain their 


reſpettive rights. The recital of theſe conten- 


tions would be too. prolix for the bounds of - 


this hiſtory, the moſt eventful circumſtances 
therefore will only be recorded. 

During the proſecution of theſe feuds, Per- 
diccas the guardian of the young ſovereign, com- 
menced war againſt Ptolemy, and formed an un- 
ſucceſsful expedition into Egypt. The mild and 
juſt adminiſtration of Ptolemy ſecured the good 
will of his ſubjetts, and induced many to come 
from foreign * to ſetile in Egypt, which 


ſtrengthened 
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| firengthenethis cauſe. Perdiccas's army fought 
againſt Ptolemy with reluRtance, and many 
deſerted from their commander and ſerved 
againft him. About a thouſand of his troops 
were deſtroyed in an attempt to croſs the 
Nile, and as many were devoured by crocodiles, 
which cauſed a mutiny that raged with ſuch 
violence, Perdiccas was flain in his tent with 
moſt of his adherents : and on the ſucceeding 


day Ptolemy paſſed the Nile, and prevailed on 
the Macedonians to join his forces. 


When the death of Craterus was announced, 
who was colleague with Antipater in the go- 
verument of Macedon“, Ptolemy declared 
Eumenes and his party enemies to the Mace- 
donian ſtate, therefore appointed Antipater and 
Antigonus the governors of Pamphylia, Lycia, 
. Lycaonia, and Great Phrygia, to commence 
hoſtilities againſt them. As it was generally 
believed that the place where Alexander's re- 
mains were interred, would be the moſt flouriſh- 
ng . 1 


r 
and chief favourites, whom he had appointed governor of 
Macedon when he removed Antipater to Babylon, who 


after his death governed joiatly. 
| digt ſhed 
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diſlinguiſhed honour; after two years difpute 
on this ſubject, the royal corpſe was carried in 


great pop from Babylon to the _w of Mem- 
phis in Egypt. we 


Eurydice, the wife of king Philip or Arideus, 
taking an active part in the government of pub. 
lic affairs, in which ſhe was encouraged by the 
Macedonians, her influence ſo. diſguſted the 
chief miniſter, that he reſigned his employ, 
which was conferred on Antipater, who new 
modelled the empire, and excluded the parti- 
ſans of Perdiccas and Eumenes: and in the 
adjuſtment of theſe concerns, Seleucus was 
appointed to the government of Babylon, who 
became in proceſs of time one of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed potentates of the Eaſt. 


Eumenes being defeated by Antigonus, en- 

couraged Ptolemy to begin an attack on Syria, 
Phœnicia, and Judea, to enable him the more 
effeftually to invade the iſland of Cyprus, and 
defend his Egyptian dominions. As theſe - 
provinces had been granted to one of Alexan-+ 
der's captains, Ptolemy offered to purchaſe them 
previous to adopting violent meaſures; to which 
however he was obliged to have recourſe, his 

Vor. II. 1 Propoſals 
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propoſals being rejected. He vanquiſhed Lao- 
medan the governor in battle; and this con- 
queſt induced the other neighbouring ſtates 
to ſubmit to Ptolemy, the Jews excepted, who 
would not violate their oath of allegiance to 
their former governor, and reſolved not to yield 
to his power till they were compelled by force, 
This reſiſtance engaged Ptolemy to 

GD advance againſt Jeruſalem. The 
natural and artificial ſtrength of the place, would 
have enabled the inhabitants to have ſuſtained 
along and ſevere attack: but their ſtrict adhe- 
rence to the obſervance of their ſabbath, gave 
their enemies an opportunity to ſtorm the 
city without reſiſtance; for they conſidered it 
as a violation of their law to defend themſelves 
on that day, which Ptolemy politically choſe 
for the day of his aſſault. Ptolemy having 
made himſelf maſter of Jeruſalem and Judea, 
he carried an hundred thouſand of the inhabi- 
tants captive into Egypt, and treated them at 
fict with mercileſs ſeverity, but afterwards 
relaxed; as their ftrit obſervance of their re- 
Kgious duties and loyalty to their former 
governors, convinced him they were deſer- 
ving of confidence. He therefore ſoon raiſed 
them to places of truſt, and appointed them to 
guard his fortreſſes, and govern the provinces 
of 


* 


LE 174, 1 


of unn had uy. con- 


quered. 


Nearly at ibis wry Antipater, being far. 


advanced in years, died in Macedon, | 

and appointed Polyſperchon guars B. C. 319. 
dian of the kings and governor of Macedonia 
in his ſtead: which offended Caſſander his 
ſon and gave. riſe to. a conſpiracy, in which 
Ptolemy and Antigonus took part. During 
theſe commotions, great revolutions took place 
in Macedonia. Olympias the mother of Alex- 
ander returning, from Epirus, where ſhe had 


taken refuge with her infant grandſon and 


Roxana his mother, to avoid the power of 
Antipater, by her influence gained poſſeſſion of 
the kingdom, and put Arideus to. death, with 
his wife Eurydice and ſeveral of their parti- 


fans. This Caſſander revenged, by beſieging 


her and putting her to death. From this period 
Alexander the ſon of Roxana was declared 
king, but was ſoon deſtroyed by the treachery 


of the uſurper:, who murdered him and his 


mother to advance their own-intereſt. After 
various battles with different ſucceſs, Anti- 


gonus conquered Eumenes, and became maſter - 


of Alia, from the Helleſpont to the 


nver Indus; and after a ſevere con- B. c. 316557 
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ht between contending paſſions, as a friendly 


intercourſe had long ſubſiſted between the two 


heroes, Antigonus cauſed Eumenes to be put 


to death: thus does ambition and rival intereſt 
ſuppreſs the diftates of | humanity ! Seleucus 
governor of Babylon being alarmed at the 
increaling power of Antigonus, warned Pto- 
lemy, Lyfimachus, and Caſſander, of the im- 
pending danger, and entered into a confederacy 
for their mutual defence, which produced 
almoſt a general war. Demetrius the ſon of 
Antigonus took a principal part in theſe war- 
like operations, being a young man of intrepid 
ſpirit; in conſequence of whoſe meaſures, 
Ptolemy loſt the poſſeſſion of Syria, Phcenicia, 
and Judea, which now yielded to the power 
of Antigonus. After this conqueſt he left 
Demetrius his ſon, with part of his army, in 
Pheenicia, and went in purſuit of Caffander. 


In about two years, the affairs of Ptolemy 
took a favourable turn, as he vanquiſhed Deme- 
trius at Gaza, and regained' the poſſeſſion of 
Syria and Pheenicia, but by the defeat of one 
of his lieutenants they were recaptured by 
Antigonus, Seleucus however retained Baby- 
lon. In the ſucceeding year Demetrius ſtrove 
to gain poſſeſſion of that city, but his endea- 

vours 
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ours were unſucceſsful ; for Seleucus by his 
integrity, humanity, and wiſdom, was ſo beloved 
by his ſubje tts, they could not be alienated from 
his intereſt. He had alſo attached a great army 
to fight in his behalf, and afterwards gained-pol- 
ſeſſion of Media, Suſiana, and other neighbour- 
ing provinces, who were averſe to the arbitrary 
mode of government purſued by Antigonus. 
But at this junfture Demetrius ſeized the city of 
Babylon in the abſence of AN who abode 
in. Media- | 


Caſſander having treacherouſly. ſlain Alex- 
ander Egus the king, and Roxana the queen 
dowager; as his ambition thought it incon- 
ſiſtent with his- intereſt that his ſovereign 
ſhould ſurvive any longer,. ſo he meant to. 
ſeize a convenient opportunity to uſurp the 
kingdom. Soon after. the deceaſe of the young 
monarch, the governors of the different pro- 
vinces . aſſumed the title of kinga, 

in the reſpetive countries over EC. es. 
which they preſided. Ptolemy obtained ſe- 
veral ſignal victories over Antigonus in Leſ- 
ſer Aſia, and took; ſeveral cities from him, 
and completely ſubdued his intereſt in Cy- 
prus. To theſe conqueſts he added Corinth 
and the iſland of Andros, and many cities 
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of Libya and Cyrene. Demetrius however 
having gained a complete victory in Cyprus, and 


diſpolleſſed Ptolemy of his territories in thoſe 


parts, Antigonus was ſo much -elated, from 
that penod he aſſumed the title of king, and 


wore a crown, and beſtowed a diadem on 
Demetrius with the title of king alſo. When 
the Egyptians were informed of this diſplay 
of royal prerogative, the aſſection they bore to 
Ptolemy Soter induced them to inveſt him 
with the name and enſigns of royalty, who from 
henceforward was called king; and which ex- 
cited the neighbouring potentates Lyſimachus, 
Callander, and Seleucus, to follow the example, 
who wanted nothing but the title to conſtitute 
lovereiguty. | 
Seleucus increaſed greatly in power, hav- 
ing conquered Media, Aſſyria, and Babylon, 
and extended h's power over Perſia, Bac- 
tria, Hyrcania, and all the poſſeſſions acquired 
by Alexander on this fide the Indus. 
B. C gog- Antigonus not being content with 
kis important ſucceſſes in Aſia, undertook to 
invade Egypt, but in the enterpriſe his flect 
was diſperſed and his army repulſed with great 
lol: Demetfius alſo attacked Rhades, but 


was 
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was defeated in the attempt. Seleucus at this 
period invaded India, and entered 
into a treaty of peace with . Sandro- 
cuttus the king of thoſe parts, on ſtipulated 


terms. 


B. C. 304- 


On Demetrius 8 entering into e with 
a formidable army, and oppreſſing Caſſander, 
Seleucus, Lyſimachus, and Ptolemy, joined as 
allies with that monarch againſt Antigonus, 
whom they diſpoſſeſſed of moſt of 
his dominions, and flew him in Pts 
battle at Ipſug in Phrygia. Demetrius, after 
the death of his father, took refuge in 
Epheſus, with fore of the ſcattered troops, 
and retained. a part of his territories in Greece 
and Macedonia, where he teigned for a ſea- 
fon. But the four:confederated kings divided 
his principal poſſeſſions amongſt them. Pto- 
lemy became poſſeſſed of Judea, -Pheepicia, 
and CaelorSyna; Lyſimachus had Thrace, 
Bichynia, and other ꝓrovinces beyond the 
Helleſpont; and Seleucus had the Uppet Syria 
aligned him, where BY uu. * famous city 
of ne | 


An alliance. being Yened, with Lyfimachus 
and * to confirm it, he married Ar- 
14 ſinoe 
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nde one of Ptolemy's daughters, and gave 
her lifter in marriage to his ſon Agathocles. 
Seleucus purſued a ſimilar plan, by joining with 
Demetrius, and taking his daughter Stratonice 
in marriage, who was niece to Caſſander: 
Demetrius being reduced in power, readily 
jrined with ſuch a potent ally, therefore car- 
ned his daughter into- Syria, but in his way 
thither attacked Cilicia, which was in the poſ. 
ſellion of his wife's brother Caſſander. When 
he had delivered Stzatonice to Seleucus, and 
celebrated the nuptials, he returned to Cilicia, 
 _ frized it, and feat Phila his wife to pacify 
her enraged- brother. Having thus acquired 

Cilicia, Demetrius began to increaſe in power, 
and became poſſeſſed of Tyre and Sidon in 
— Pheorniciaz which excited the jealouſy of Se-. 
leucus, who demanded them as his right. This 
Demetrius would not grant, and ſuſtained his 
conqueſt againſt the efforts of Seleucus his now 
at depriving Demetrius of the ſmall territories 
he governed. 


By the death of Caſſander in Macedon, 
B.C. 298. his dominions devolved to his ſon 


Philip, who ſoon after died, which 
cauſed a ſevere conteſt between Antipater and 


Alexander 
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Alexander his ſurviving brothers, reſpefiing 
the mann | 


Demetrius, mh his Wale of Tyre, made 
an inroad on Samaria, and deſolated B. C 
it, The nett year, be advance 7 
againſt the Athenians, who had revolted from 


him, whom, after a long ſiege in 2282285 he 
reduced by * ; 


Theſe ſuctelles were ſoon obſcured by a 
fad reverſe of fate, as Lyſimachus with a 
powerful army attacked Demetrius's poſſeſ- 
ſions in Aſia, which obliged him to deſiſt 
from an expedition againſt the Lacedzmonians. 
In conſequence of theſe operations, the iſland 
of Cyprus was taken by Ptolemy, excepting 
the city of Salamine, here Demetrius's neareſt 
relations reſided, which was cloſely preſſed by 
a ſiege, and after great reſiſtance was ſubdued. 
Ptolemy, now an ally with Lyſimachus, ated 
on this occaſion with his uſual beneficence and 
humanity ; for, on the conqueſt of Salamine, 
he ſent Demetrius's mother, wife, and chil- 
dren to him, without any ranſom, and granted 
them their private effects, to 52 lie added. 
munaficent prefequs. | | | 
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The conqueſt of Tyre and Sidon ſucceeded 
this victory, and alſo of Cilicia. Whilſt 
the fortune of Demetrius was at this low 
ebb, the conteſt between Antipater 
_ * and Alexander, concerning the Ma. 
cedon'an territories, afforded him an opportu- 
nity to ſeize that government. He was en- 
gaged by Alexander one of the competitors, 
to revenge the cruel murder of his mother 
Theſſalonice by Antipater, who flew her in a 
fit of jealous rage, as thinking ſhe moſt fa- 
voured his brother's pretenſions ; Antipater 
was obliged to fly after the perpetration of this 
matricide, and foon periſhed. Alexander be- 
ing thus freed from the danger of a rival, 
fought the deſtruftion of Demetrius, who be- 
ing aware of his intention, flew Alexander at 
a feaſt, and by that means got poſſeſſion of 
the kingdom of Macedon. By this, the fa- 
maly of Philip became wholly extinct, as chat 
of Alexander's had been before; whoſe exilt- 
ence was of ſhort duration, as a juſt judgment 
for the calamitous effects of their reſpettive 
adminiſtrations. | | 


| Seleucus at this period built Seleucia on the 
g. c. 291. weſtern banks of the Tigris, which 
foon became a great and populons 


city; 
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city; for the Babylonians ſettled in it on ac- 
count of the banks of the Euphrates being 
levelled, which deſtroyed its ndvigation, and 
cauſed an inundation in the vicinity of Baby- 
lon, that rendered the ſituation very unde- 
ſirable. Theſe conſiderations cauſed Babylon 
to be deſerted, and nothing of its former 
grandeur remained but its walls; the ſpace 
within which, for many ages after, became a 
park for the Parthian kings to keep wild beaſts 
in for their ſport, the walls ſerving as an en- 
cloſure. This deſolation completed the pro- 
phecies of the prophet Iſaiah concerning it, 
which predicted, That Babylon, the glory of 


| kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees excel- 
lency, ſhould not be inhabited from one ge- 
neration to another, neither ſhould the Ara- 
bians pitch their tents, nor the ſhepherds make 


their folds there, but wild beafts of the deſerts 
were to inhabit it, and their houſes were to 
be full of doleful creatures, and owls were to 
dwell there: ſatyrs alſo were to dance there, 


and the wild beaſts of the iſland were to cry in 


their deſolate houſes, and dragons in their 
pleaſant places, with the affurance, that the 


time was not far diſtant, that her days were 
not to be prolonged.” There are many teſti- 


monies of reſpettable travellers, extant, which 
| IS. prove 
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prove the literal accompliſhment of theſe ju. 
ments, and bear evidence that the remains of 
Nebuchadnezzar's palace were inacceſſible, 


from the number of ſcorpions and ſerpents 


Seleucus, on the advance of his power, 
erefted many cities in Alia, ſixteen of which 
he called Antioch, in compliment to his fa- 
ther Antiochus; nine Seleucia, after himſelf; 
fix Laodicea, after Laodice his mother; three 
Apame, from Apama his firſt wife; and one 
Stratonice, out of reſpeR to his laſt wife of 
that name, in which he eftabliſhed-the Jews, 
Greeks and Macedonians, where they be- 
rilked in Antioch, from whence they were 
dilperſed over Syria and the Leſſer Aſia. They 
received this encouragement as a reward for 
their fideluy, and the ſervices they had ren- 
dered Seleucus, which cauſed him to patroniſe 
2 a 
favour in various inſtances. 


P 


"WE. «88. Demetrius as exerting himſelf to re- 
—O— dominions in the 
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Aſiatic and Eaſtern regions; but his army re- 
volting, he was driven out of Macedon, and 
in making a deſperate and unſucceſsful attempt 
in Aſia, was reduced to great extremity of 
diſtreſs. This induced him to implore the 
protection of Seleucus, who denied him, from 
a ſuſpicious dread of the reduced monarch's 
enterpriſing genius. Aſſiſtance being refuſed, 
Demetrius ſought only to obtain mercy from 
Seleucus, which was alfo  with-held : diftrefs 
therefore excited him to puſh boldly forward, by 
which means for a time he extricated himſelf 
from his ſurrounding enemies. After this won- 
derful eſcape, the intrepid hero was ſeized with 
a dangerous illneſs, during which, moſt of his 
men deſerted; this event involved Demetrius 
in alarming difficulties, and left him no other 
reſource than to ſtorm Selencus's camp with 
the ſmall portion of forces who ſtill adhered 
to his cauſe : his deſign however was treacher- 
ouſly betrayed; and every paſs obftrufted by 
which he expected to retreat, ſo that he was 
obliged to take refuge in the woods, and when 
on the point of ſtarving, ſurrendered himfelf 
to Seleucus, who confined him in priſon till 
he died. He allowed him indeed certain 
limits to hunt in, and liberally ſupplied him 
with the comforts of life, of which Deme- 
| | trius 
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trius partook ſo voluptuouſly, he died of ex- 
ceſſive fatneſs. 


Daring the depoſed monarch's confinement 
Seleucus flattered him with the hopes of releaſe, 
on the return of Antiochus and Stratonice; 
whoſe hiſtory is attended with ſuch peculiar 
circumſtances, it demands conſideration. Stra- 
tonice was the daughter of Demetrius, whom 
Scleucus married on account of her diſtin- 
guiſhed beauty; and, by the concurrence of 
extraordinary events, ſhe afterwards became 
the wife of Antiochus his ſon, who fell in 
love with her, but not daring to avow his 
paſſion, pined in ſecret, and was ſeized with a 
diſeaſe that threatened his diſſolution. His 
* phyſician diſcovered that love was the dil- 
temper of his patient; and to aſcertain who 
was the object, he cloſely obſerved the beha- 
viour of Antiochus when the ladies of the 
court entered his apartment: by that means, 
he found Stratonice was the cauſe of his diſ- 
eaſe, as Antiochus diſcovered by his pulſe, 
countenance, and conduft, viſible ſigns of 
perturbation when ſhe entered. Thus circum- 
fanced, Erafiſtratus the phyſician had a diffi- 
cult part to att; as a free declaration of the 

ſerious 
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ſerious conſequences. He therefore had re- 


courſe: to a ſtratagem, which effected the de- 


fired purpoſe; telling the king that the prince's 
diſeaſe was evidently love, with the further 


aſſurance he muſt die, as he could not poſſibly 


poſſeſs the perſon he wiſhed to obtain. The 
king, with viſible emotion, demanded the 
cauſe that would prevent the prince, from 
gaining the lady on whom he had fixed his 
afſeftions ? To. which the phyſician” replied, 
it was his own wife that Antiochus was in 
love with, and he could not. poſſibly part with 
her.  Seleucus expreſſed his diſapprobation, 
that the phyſician ſeemed unwilling to give 
up his wife to ſecure the health and happineſs 
of the prince; who, expoſtulated with the king, 
and aſked him, if it were his own caſe, whe- 
ther he would part with Stratonice ? which he 
declared he would, or any thing elſe, to eſta- 
bliſh the recovery of his fon. To which Era- 
ſiſtratus replied, he had it in his power to apply 
the remedy, as it was Stratonice the prince 
languiſhed to poſſeſs. Seleucus eaily- pre- 
vailed on Stratonice to accept his ſon as an 
huſband, therefore they were married, and 
crowned as king and queen of Upper Aſia. 
This inceſtuous marriage can admit of no 
other excuſe, than being authpaled:by almoſt 

ſimilar 
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. fmilarinftances amongſt the Perſian monarchis,. 


who, in the line of Gy had formed 
alliances much too near. 


The Jews experienced a great loſs in the 
death of Simon the Juſt their high- 
en prieſt, who was ſucceeded in the 
ſacerdotal office by Eleazar his brother, as his 
fon Onias was an infant, therefore incapable 
of diſcharging the ſacred duties. The extra- 
ordinary merits of Simon the Juſt, demand a 
tribute of praiſe ; for his zeal in the ſervice of 
God, was as diſtinguiſhed as his good will 
towards mankind. This holy man was con- 
Rantiy employed for the benefit of the Jews, 
in church and ſtate; and the ſucceſs attend- 
ing his endeavours was ſo great, the Jews re- 
garded it as a miracle wrought in his favour. 
His chief performance was the completion of 
the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, from the 
period of Ezra's reformation, by the addition 
of the two books of Chronicles, and the books 
of Ezrs, Nehemiah, Effher, ' and Malachi. 
From this era, the times of tradition ſuc- 
ceeded, whictrwere ſo implicitly regarded by the 
people, that the word of God, or facred re- 
velation, was not revered with due- attention, 
ter which cur bleſſed Saviour in his time-juſtly 
rebuked 


ro; } 


rebukedthe Jews. They acknowledged atwofold | 
obligation, conſiſting of the written law re- 
corded in the Scriptures, and the oral Iaw de- 
livered to them by the tradition of their elders, 
which they think ſupplies the defects and 
ſolves the difficulties contained in the written 
law, therefore make it, in a great meaſure, the 

rule of their faith and praflice. Theſe tradi- 
tions were compatted into what is called the 
Talmud, or Miſhnah, of which there are two 
efleemed by the Jews, the Talmud of je- 
raſatem and the Babyloniſh Talmud. Simon 
the Juſt was ſucceeded in his office of preſi- 
dent of the ſanhedrim, or chief council of the 
Jews, by Antigonus, who was an eminent 
fcribe, famed amongſt the people, and killed a 


in the divine ordinances. | 


As Piolemy Soter was now far advanced in 
life, he admitted Ptolemy Philadelphus his 
fon to ſhare the government with him, and 
died two years after. Lyſimachus and Se- 
leucus ſurvived Ptolemy, and though ſo much 
advanced in age, commenced hoſtilities againſt 
each other: Seleucus took Sardis, and gained 
the poſſeſſion of Leſſer Aſia. In this conteſt 
Lyſimachus was ſlain in Phrygia, B. C. 281. 
and Seleucus became poſſeſſed of 
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his dominions, being now the only remain- 
ing commander employed by Alexander. This 
vitonous triumph however was but of ſhort du- 
ration, as he was treacherouſly ſlain by Ptolemy 
Ceraunus, who afterwards aſſumed the govern- 
ment of Macedon. - 


His conduRt after this uſurpation, was a 
ſeries of unparalleled cruelties, and to ſtrengthen 
his pretences and intereſt, he married his own 
lifter Arfinoe, the widow of Lyſimachus, and, 
on the night of their nuptials, murdered her 
wo ſons, and baniſhed herſelf with only two 
female attendants. Theſe enormities ſoon met 
with their due puniſhment, for Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus waging war with the Gauls, who in- 
vaded Macedonia, by this means Ptolemy 
Ceraunus. was taken priſoner, and torn to 
pieces by the enemy. The evil diſpoſition of 
this prince was no doubt manifeſt to his father, 
who encladed him from the throne, and 
fettled it on his brother. Arſinoe 
took refuge with Ptolemy Philadelphus, and, 
to render the inceſt more complicated, married 
him, which cauſed him to divorce his fiſt 
wiſe. 


Alter 
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Aſter the death of Seleucus, Antiochus So- 
ter reigned in his ſtead. The Gauls B. . 280 
afterwards made a ſecond attack on 
Greece under the command of Brennus, but 
were effetually vanquiſhed near the temple of 
Delphos, and the remaining part ſettled in Ga- 
latia. After various revolutions in Macedon 
under Meleager, | Antipater, and Soſthenes, 
Antigonus Gonatus the fon of Demetrius ſuc- 
ceeded Soſthenes in the government; and 
Antiochus, at this period, freed Leſſer Aſia 
from the incurſions of the Gauls, for which 
he obtained the name of Soter, which OD | 
the Saviour © 


The Romans, after a war of ſix years, 
having expelled Pyrrhus king of B. C. 57 4 
Epirus from Italy, where he went 
to aſſt. the Tarentines, began now to be formi- 
dable in the-eaftern parts. This ipduced Pro- 
lemy to ſeek their alliance, which was highly 
acceptable to them; and to prove the reſpect 

of the Romans for Ptolemy, they ſeat ambaſ- 
ſadors in return to ratify the treaty with every 
poſſible token of attention. On their ar- 
rival, they, were invited to ſup with the mo- 
narch, who preſented them with crowns of 
gold, with which, the next morning, they 

r crowned 
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Ader Pyrchus was Hein at Argos, the La- 
cedemonians, Athenians, and Ptolemy Phila- 


which he captured and fortified. 
4c 263. Tete ſucceſſes were followed by a 
defeat Antigonus met with near Sardis, by 
Eumenes king of Pergamus, on which he re-- 
turned to Antioch. | 


Nearly 
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" Nearly at chis period, Antigonus of Socho, 
the preſident of the Jewiſh ſanhedrim and 
great teacher of the Jewiſh law, died, and was 
ſucceeded in the laſt by Joazer and Joſeph the 
ſon of John, who jointly taught the divine 
law in 'a ſchool for that purpoſe. In the pe- 
riod of Antigonus's inſtructions, the ſect of 
the Sadducees began: he exhorted his ſcho- 
lars to ſerve God, not from the hope of reward, 
but from love and fear, which induced two 
of his diſciples named Sadoc and Baithus to 
ſeparate themſelves from their maſter, and 
publicly advance in their lectures, that there 
was no reſurrection or future ſtate, but that 
all rewards were temporal. Many being erro- 
neouſly converted to this belief, it gave riſe to 
the ſet of Sadducees, who were involved in 
frequent conteſts with the Epicureans, whoſe; 
tenets were in ſome reſpetts ſimilar, though 
in others wp AA differed. 


Ptolemy damen commerce as the moſt 
effectual means of enriching his kingdom, and 
accordingly built a city on the weſtern ſhore 
of the Red Sea called Berenice, which from 
henceforth attratted the eaſtern trade into 
Egypt, and thereby Alexandria became the 
chief mart. At this juncture, terms of peace 
were agreed on between Magas king of Libya 


and 
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Cyrene, Ptolemy, on condition of 
— — f being married to Prolemy's 
eldeſt ſon; and in conſequence to reunite 
thoſe dominions to Egypt. Magas dying be- 
fore this contraft was fulfilled, Apame his wi- 
dow ſought to violate the treaty, by marrying 
her daughter to Demetrius, ſon of Antigonus 
Gonatus ; but he being lain for having formed 

connection with Apame, who became ena- 
— of him on account of his beauty, 
| her daughter, with headed the | conſpiracy, 
went into Egypt, and the marriage was. con- 
cluded between her and Ptolemy's ſon. After 

is, Apame repaired to Syria, to Antiochus 
— her brother, and, from her vindictive 

it, ſowed diſſention between him and Pto- 
CR Cn in the iſſue | 
| proved very difadvantagrous to Antiochus. 


Theſe hoſtilities did not prevent Ptolemy in 
his purſuit for books and pictures, to adorn 
magnificent library he had erected at 
— for that purpoſe he employed va- 
ious perſons to collect valuable literary pro- 
reren 
ſpared expence nor trouble. As this monarch 
was a great patron of learning, in- his 2 
the Scriptures were tranſlated into Greek from 
the 
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the Hebrew, which edition 1s calle 1 the Septua- 

gint, becauſe it is ſuzpoſed by m ny, to have 
been executed by ſeventy elders. 


After various encounters, viftories, and 
defeats, Antiochus being tired with the war, 


entered into terms of peace with Ptolemy, and 


_ divorcing his wife Laodice, married Berenice 
Ptolemy's daughter, which fulfilled the pro- 


phecy of Daniel, that the kigg's daughter of 
the South was to be married to the king of the 


North, and brought other events to paſs, fore-. 
told by the holy prophet reſpedting thoſe kings. 


By the death of Manafſeh, who had ſuc- 
ceeded Eleazar the high-prieſt of the Jews, 
Onias the ſon of Simon the Juſt entered on 
the ſacred office, which had been held for him 
by the perſons before mentioned till he was 
of proper age, as he was an infant when his 
father died. Onias did not grace the holy 


ſtation, being an avaricious man, and of an 


indolent turn of mind, which was produktive 
of great misfortunes to the Jews. 


Whilft Ptolemy was in Syria, he ſaw a ſta- 
tue of Diana in one of her temples, which he 
greatly admired, and with difficulty having ob- 
tained 


8 
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tained it of Antiochus, cauſed it to be con- 
veyed to Egypt. Soon after his return thither, 
Arlinoe his beloved wife fell ſick; in the 
courſe of her illneſs, ſhe dreamt Diana ap- 
| peared to and informed her, the diſorder was 
occalioned by the removal of her ſtatue from 
Syria. Such was the enthuſiaſtic credulity of 
the ſick queen, ſhe deſired the ſtatue might be 
replaced in the goddeſs s temple; but notwith- 
Randing her weak hope of relief from this 
meaſure, ſhe died of the illneſs. - Arlinoe's 
death rendered Ptolemy inconfolable, as he 
had the ſtrongeſt affeftion for her, though con- 
fiderably older than himſelf; and after her 
deceaſe, he conſecrated various edifices and ci- 
ties to perpetuate her memory; and 
_—_— through grief did not long ſurvive 
her, as he died at this period, aged ſixty- three 
years, after having reigned thirty-eight. This 
monarch was ſucceeded by his eldeſt ſon Pto- 
lemy Euergetes, 


After the death of Ptolemy Philadelphus, 
Antiochus Theos recalled Laodice his former 
wife, and baniſhed Berenice the daughter of 
Ptolemy, who took refuge in Daphne. Lao- 
dice, by various arts, ſecured the ſucceſſion to 
her fon, who was before excluded from it; 


and 
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and to prevent this: degreg in. is favour-bring 
i reverſed, the cauſed Antiochus go be 
| and, getting; a man t / perſonste che "king 
. in; ;his;\bed, : cancealedy; his death; till her ſon 
Seleugus Callinicus Was eſtahliſhed- as king: by 
 figitious commands from his decgaſed father. 
The unfortunate Berenice being: beſieged in 


Daphne, ſhe excited pity in the neighbour- 


ing cities, vtho joined to relieve: her. 5 a did 


her brother tolemy Euergetes, but ſhe: and 
her ſon fell viqtims 40! [Lagdice's rage, before 
aſſiſtance Was afforded e Mbich ſerveſl ad a fur- 
ther confirmation of Daniel's prophecy con- 


cerning this unfortunate alliance“. When 


Y Ptolemy returned from: this expedition, in his 
progreſs, the went to Jeruſalem (after, he had 
lain Laodice: and-coriqquared: Syria. and. Cilicza) 


where; he- offered Iaeriſices to the God of I. 


rael, for his ſignal conqueſts, in preference to 


the! prophecies. of; Daniel had ſo Iterally de- 


ſcribed his yatories,, moſt probably he thought 
it daclto pay obeiſance to the Gd who had 
nee. wum 1 
cumſtan ce. 


* The holy point bad Gy hatic: 
attempt of uniting the Lagidz and the Seleucidæ, would 


Vol. II. K Seleucus 


farctold, that the 8 


? 
, 
! 
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: 
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2” "Selegcus Calhnicus, at this period, pro. 
cog 'vided a great fleet for the reduction 
© of the revoſted eities in Asta, which 
"was" in a ſtorm; this urifortunate 
- event ſo exeſted the eompaſſion of the ſtates 


against which the operations were intended, 
tut they reſumed their allegiance to the king, 


though they had previouſly been greatly diſaf. 


_ Fefted.'- In conſequence” of Seleurus's land 


forces being defeated hy Prolemy; he ſought 
the protection and alliance'of Antiochus Hie- 
rax his brother, which was the means of ef. 
fefting a treaty of peace between thoſe con- 
tending potentates. But, as the ſuggeſlions of 
ambition excite animoſities between ' perſons 
eonnefted by the neareſt” ties, Hierax ſoon 
oſterwards commenced hoſtilities againſt his 
brother Seleucus, whom, in à recent inftance, 
he had reſcued from oppreſſion. In the courſe 
of the conteſt, Hierax proved victorious, but 
was afterwards ſubdued by Eumenes of Perga- 
B.C 241. mus, b was ſo ehted with his 

ſucceſs, be became d voluptuary, 


and died by means of his exceſſes. He was 


facceeded by Attalus his couſin, as he had 


IT * 
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Seleueus proving ſucceſsful alſo in his enter- 
priſes. Antiochus was ſubdued, and after va- 
rious conflicts and adventures, fell into the 
power of Ptolemy, who confined him in pniſon, 
from whence by Aratagem be eſcaped, and 
Egypt. Sclepeus ſeized the firſt 
opportunity to renew his attacks 
againſt Arſaces the Parthian, the former ha- 
 ving, proved abortive, 'as the commotions 
in Syria prevented his purſuing the reduction 
of the Parthians, who had revolted twenty 
years before. In this . laſt attempt Seleucus 
was defeated and taken priſoner by Arſaces. 
From this event, Arſaces took che title of 
king, and the viftory was commemorated by 

an annual fealt amo the Parthians, 297 


B.C. 230. 


1 % 2 been obſerved, that Onias 
the high · prieſt of the Jews was un- B. C 226. 
equal to the dignities of that im- 
,portant office ; the effefts of his ſupine and in- 
judicious condutt, at this period, began to 
operate, to the evident diſadvantage of the 
people over whom he ruled. From covetouſ- 
neſs or negleft, Onias had omitted to pay 
the accuſtomed tribute to the kings of Egypt, 
which his predeceſſors had EN nog; 

3 
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e accumulated, till 


the arrears became very conſiderable. This in- 
attention excited the reſentment of the Egyp- 


- tian court, in conſequence of which, Athenion 


was deputed to, go to Jeruſalem, to make de- 
mand of the ſum due for the annual” tribute, 
and in caſe of refuſal, was authoriſed to de- 
clare, the country would "immediately. at- 


tacked, and the ſpoil divided amongft- the 


Egyptian ſoldiers. Theſe tidings* produced 
general conſternation throughout the tity, the 
inhabitants being at a loſs what” meaſures to 
adopt to appeaſe the offended monarch. 


As the juſt diſpenſations of Providence will 
not permitthe frailty or wickedneſs of an indi- 
vidual to ſubvert the fafety of a numerous body 
of people, he was graciouſly pleaſed to prevent 
ſomeof the miſchiefs of Onias's mal-adminiſtra- 

tion, by the powerful aid of Joſeph, who was 
3 related to the high -prieſt, and whoſe pru- 


X dent conduct. with the divine bleſſing. averted the 
- impending evil. When the meſſenger arrived 


at Jeruſalem from Egypt, Joſeph was at his 
country-ſeat, but his mother forwarding to 


bim che important intelligence, he repaired 


"with all poſſible ſpeed to the city.” On his ar- 
rival, he ſeverely reprobated His uncle's con- 
duct. 


. 
ted reſolution, perſonally 


2 ri iP TEES that, threatened the 
155 1 Aa 1 fate, recommending, as 
the only effeftual remedy for the evils he had 
brought on the people, that Onias ſhould im. 
mediatel 8 to Egypt. and accommodate the 
diſputes ween, Ptolemy and himfelf. To 
this propoſal, Onias would not agree, as the 
inaftivity « of f his diſpoſuion. rendered him, unfit 
for 0 arduous a work ; he 1 alſured 
his nephew he would _reſign the. high of thee he 
held, rather than agree to bis ' terms. Thus 
circumſtanced, Fotepn, had no other alterna- 
tive, than, to requeſt he himſelf, might be 
commilhoped on. this important embaſſy, to 
whigh ( þ Onuas g gave his his hearty conſent. Joſeph 
hen be deute my ple, where he inform. 
ed the people of the authority he had obtained 
Se EE Te a 1 
unanimp} 
bei 1 5 2 Pla 1 Ki 4 . 
e . 
9 Jaration | 1 


3 pr 0 7 7 24 
recei Wich general 1 conſent and plau lits 


| of the aſſembly, o on SRP Joſeph invited 5 


der err 


nion Gan meſſen ger to bis h 
where, during by is Ade 1 Splat, he 
Was. chtertained y 9 5 > ends I tality 
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part of his journey, 
 Curpaſſed Joſeph's in len dor. * riority 


t gh } 
the courſe of his abode with Joſeph, he was 


converted to the Jews intereſt, by the candid 


and complacent conduRt of his hoſt, and on his 
departure, was loaded with valuable preſents. 


When Athenion returned to bis own country, 
the teflimony he bore of Joſeph's condeſcen- 
fron and readineſs to accede to the terms pro- 
poſed, and his reſolution to follow him. into 


Egypt to ratify the conditions, prepoſleſſed 
Ptolemy i in his behalf, and excited a deſire 1 in 
him to be introduced to a perſon of ſuck ap · 


ee 


. 


met with ſome perſons of conſequence Som 
Cazlo-Syria and Phcenicia, who were going to 
Egypt to farm the revenues of thoſe provinces, 
with whom he Lept company the remaining 
As their 2 9 far 


of 


[ wo | 
of his vehicle ſerved them as a conſtant mark 
of dexifian, } which Joſeph obſerved, but did 
not; reſent; thaughe from peculiar- cireum- 
ſlances, their m²ƷJZ,BL⅝hůh was of ſhort duration: 
In che prbgrels of the: journey, Joſeph found 
from bis companions, diſcourſe, they farmed | 
the revenues: on yery advantageous terms, far 
bengath zheig value; of which he afterwards 
availed himſelf, Ates ET 22 A 0b. 
198 $4042 be 212 iT 2 ord dit, 
On de 1 of the ne at 
Alexandria, they were informed the king was 
e at Memphis, Where Joſeph haſtened after 
him, and was: wet on tie road by Ptolemy and 
Wessen Abenden being alſo forwnately.in — 
the., fame gardine een 
be beheld-Joſiiphs yifogtedubaikingitids bras = 
the young man on whom'he had beſtowed fuch 
juſt elo u . 1 On bitch Proletay fir % 
Jaſeph into abs gertage. and Mee mae 3 
1 mak ef geg, A 


58 


of this Merve Oe ee h 
ee ned by Ne 2thodwitobdus,, 
| eofirmaties; w 
od perſeBly ſatisfaflory.to the bing 
buy e inſo much. that be 
him todwell,cin.the p and * 
N Wu on. 4able, 1 7 8 0 14 
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*' When the Syrians and Phenicians were in- 
adduced 20 the king, and the revenues vf the 
reſpefiive provinces er e up te the beſt 
baader, Joſeph s fellow-rravellers viſited x ſum 
veryinkdeqhate/ro the red} value; for Whieti 
_ Joſepli reptoved hem. as he was'able by their 
fotmer cohMHerſation, to aſcertain their intrinſic 
worth: be then voluntsrily offered te advanee 
double the ſum, and return the'0Verplas'ints 
the king's treaſury. Theſe conditions were 
tughty acceptable to Nolemy, bat, from the 
great augmentaion he doubted Joſeph's abitity 
Pom he had undettaken; to obwiate 
taeie apprekenſiomy Voter pledged de king 
and queen as futeries, vhieln pleaſed : d royal 
perſonages ſo much, ey crejlived-his-uſſertivn; 
erer Gnesen 
* H med no nem yavoy 5 f. 

When „ hin wacke's 
iber e, he wes conveyed by a guard 
of two thouſant men, to eſtabliſh Hias in the 
exccution' of his new office. Refiſtanee being 
made in ſome of i the cities of Paleſtine, where 
Joſeph demanded the king's revenues, of which 
he was appointed fole colleRor, / the 'puniſh- 
ments he inflited on the. offenders prevented 
further diſputes, and induced the remaining 
pane of the. proviticws: 3 

1 Wil 


| 
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Vith his demands. who executed. his trullwith 
m— Thys nv n 
eee eee 


The hiſto nx; calls our üg bn 0. the 
event of Seleucus Callinicus s death, B. C. 226. 
which was occaſioned by 2 fam 
his boxſe.. - He, daz ſuceceded in he govern- 
went of Syris by, Sgqucus Ceraunus his etdef 
ſon, who, ſoon after his acceſſion marched into 
Alia, to, commence war againlt Attalus king of 
Pergamus, hut, in the, coprle of the. .conteht, 
way hy 6 eee 
chief commanders. . Aches - revenged . this 


ee e 


reaping much benefit from this tragic circum- 
tance. Antiechu the brother of  Seleycus 
ſucgeeded him in the ggf en, A G gg. 
= Ne _ o 5 5 


{268 
devaſtations in Caria and the iſland of Rhodes: 
the walls of the city, and moſt of the houſes were 
overthrown, andalſo thegreat Coloſſus, one of the 
ſeven wonders of the world, which was a ſtatue 
of braſs N ſtrength. 


9 king of 
Ac r died, after reigning twenty- 
— — He conduBted himſelf 

ſuſpeRted of having murdered his father by poi- 
fon; and, or his acceffion, added to the weight 


el his offences, - OO M roi 
brother. - 


BE As A eee 
exciting a'rebellion in their provinces, Anti- 
ochus ſent an army tb ſuppreſs them, and 
another he headed himſelf, and marched into 


he completely fubdued./'-The/ traitors fiding 
"their cauſe Joſt, firſt put a period to. the lives 
of their wives and children, and afterwards 


: [ 209 J 
deſtroyed''themfebves. © Antiochus bad alſo 
reaſon to ſuſpedt the fidelity" of his chief mi- 
niſter Hermĩas, from ſome ſuggeſtions intimated 
by his phyſician, as to the traitorous plans me- 
ditated by this baſe inſtrument of ſtate; | who, 
on account of his pride and inſolence, was 
hated by the people, and at laſt ſlain by the 
king's expreſs command. The ſentiments ol the 
populace concerning him, were ſignally mani- 
feſted in Syria; for when the tidings of Her- 
mias's death arrived, the inhabitants of Apamea 
e eee and ſtoned them 
I ita t DN 01 

3 8 1769 ein 3 o 

The affairs of Antiochus a well 
ſettled in the Eaſt, he udenook pc, 419. 
the important enterpriſe of retaking 
che whole Syrian empire; by : wreſting Syria 
from Ptolemy, and ſabduing Acheus who had 
9 and in the — year, 
| N. —— 
evercams Antioch and- by that means be- 
4 Nun. K 6 Came 
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came repoſſeſſed of bis former dominions in 
CaloSyriz and Phernicia : ſuch are the revo- 
hations of human events, the vilior becomes 
the vanquiſhed, = and the — the- viftor 
2 MID (11877 < 13 


e 


veyed the temple and beſtowed many valuable 
giks on n he. alſo offered ſacrifices! to the 
God of Iſrael, for the victories he bad lately 
obtained over Antiochus. But, as heroes are 
generally pollefſed of a degtee of. enthuſiaſtic 
zeal, and will not be fubjeR to reſtraint, Pto- 
lemy's curioſity impelled him to proceed be- 
vond the outer court of the | tetnple, which 
was unlawful for Gentiles, and he even at- 
tempted to force his entrance into the holy 
of holes, where none but the high-prieſt 
entered on the day of expiation”\-In this 
endeavour, Ptolemy was repulſed by the high- 
the law of God be ſhonid enter; the other 
prieſts and Levites alſo joined to prevent 
the violation. of the ſacred edifice, and the 
. — 


— united 


| es |] 
united in Jamentations and prayers to Gad. to 
avert the heinpus tranſgreſſion. As. gqppoition 
ſerves in general. to increaſe, reſiſtance, Pto- 
lemy. ralhed-imto. the inner court, but on ſiri- 


ving to advance further, , was rugk.. by: God 
in ſuch a manner,, as cauſed him 40 be carried 


out of the temple eee ee _ 


res Ae vonift9l6 han street ni 2. 
zun yoi>d a r ob 
| On his recovery nn 983 * 
departed from Jeruſalem, but denounced ſevere 
meriaces againſt, the whole nation of the Jews, 
for che reſiſtance they, bad ſhewa, to. his power 
and inclinations. The conduct gf Ptolemy on 
this occaſion, admits of no extenuatian; as 
however perſons may differ in their cf 
ideas, agthing, can excnſe the leak. outrage or 
oſſenge committed againſl any particular ßen. 
of people, or the violaüos of ileir religious 
ordinances, though vet consruy to the prin 
1 eee eee 
eee 
hr $0 een Sth e 234 


11 {Siew; cabs fon of Quas paſt -helore: m 
tioned, was the def paries who. pd thy 
irrahgious . PN, ike fwncerdaf 
to the ſacred. office in conſequemae A .his-fa- 
ther's deceaſe, whoſe inattention to the intereſt 
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maritans to renew their former inſults to that 
ſeized many of the cities in judea, and cap- 
tured the inhabitants, which." the - diſpute be- 
provinces in Syria and Paleſtine gave them an 
opportunity to do, the Jews "_ materially 
—ù een den 
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Protemy; abſorbed 15 0 of 'aban- 
doned pleafures, entered into a treaty of peace 
with Antiochus, that he might be at leiſure 
wo proſecute his libidinous and baſe deſires ; 
for which purpoſe he returned to Alexandria, 
and gave up the war that promiſed him conſi- 
derable conqueſts and advantages. His reſent- 
i 'W be engraven on à Pillar at the entrance 
of his palace in Alexandria, that he forbad all 
B.C 236. to enter therein, who did not facri- 


fice to the gods he adored: by 
which means he exchided the Jews. from. his 
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As a further token of Ptolemy's reſentment, 
he degraded the Jews from the firſt rank which 
they had held in the city by the favour of Alex- 
ander the Great and Ptolemy. Soter, and claſſed 
them in the third rank of the common people; 
he alſo ſummoned them thus to be inrolled, and 
ordained all of that degree ſhould have the mark 
of an ivy leaf, the badge of his god Bacchus 
impreſſed upon them with a hot-iron, and all 
who refuſed to be ſtamped with this ſtigma were 
to be made ſlaves or put to death. - To prevent 
this ſemence appearing to involve ibe Jews 
partially-in deftruQion, he iſſued a decree, that 
all of that nation who would forfake their re- 
hgion and embrace the Pagan mode of worſhip, 
ſhould be reſtored to their former privileges: 
but to the honour of the greateſt part of the 
Jews, only three hundred accepted the baſe 
conditions of ſacrificing their religion, to gain 
the favour of the king and obtain temporal 
advantages. Theſe apoſtates were juſily de · 
ſpiſed by their brethren Who adhered to the 
principles of their religion, and were in con- 
eres derived of all communication: with 
—_ £6 $44 1 ; 1. 645 ab Ww en: *. en HOG tht , 
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. — enraged Ptolemy, and 
cauſed him 10 form a reſolution for the utter 


4. * extirpation 


U e 
wine/td exete then more effe ca fy to deſtroy 


the Jews?" y. U: ire roof Providence | 


on behalf of this perſecuted-?F&nttirt of: his 
people, the elephants turned all their rage on 
the fheAtivobg)ogrext timbers Neri Were 
defkdy&0;" We the JEWF"rathUWiicd, in per: 
fe@} Takdly. [1 This clieutnfancs/iwas alſo at- 
tended With fuperiatutaappeiratices im the-air; 
lieh edbvihced FrSteny Philpates the: the 
etent wind trifatulbus tiinife tion: of Mvine 
ant to Fe Joe; he: therefore 

St perſeeutè them; and to avert! the 


jadgments of e Goo? Inch revo d Hs cruel 


decreæs wang rg em do thay 

vga. * "Along other mis ef ch 
ee TIGER tn Jews by Prblemy, He del. 
ed dlteirufb fle retkreh to mer Werey; 
w ere ecuted hs ji 
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Ante ht uſter his Sestyc ef peate wich 
Profeing 2 wit at” leffure td wanquiſn Recheus 
lick by the afitance-of Attalns'he 


ly effected, and ſhut up” Acheus in Sardis; which | 


ſtabd a powerful Feger At! length he. was 
betrayed i into the hands of his adverſary, and 


by 


* 
- 
. 
N I 
4 


2 


Wenn was beheaded, which ſecured 
bo I 10 put a 
4 9 ate $1112) tt 16 Mette 


* 
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renne Peole- 
B.C. 213. eee ul 
with Anuockus, a civil diſſention 
aroſe, amongh them, which. with, difficulty, was 
quelled; in this coptch, many of the, Jaws.were 


imo the Eaf to reduce the Parthians and other 
revoked powers, .In..the proſecution, of this 
wat, he. recovered, Madia, and rove thence 
Arſaces, who had Le 
that mere. n 3p binte 


on — of, bis beggming, an al An- 
222 . 
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| eania, who after this entered into an unſuc- 
ceſsful War with the king of Baftria. an Hic bis 


Tos bo 0 


1 


in mob bf 4p: 317 


| Piclelly Philopater, Alter We appr 
the civil war, "gave himfelf up 8 18 the 
licentious purfuits he — Haturally addicted to, 
and was wholly” governed by Agathoclea his 
concubink, and Agathotles her brother. "Theſe 
evil influences excited the jealbufy and reſent- 
ment of Arſihoe the queen, for Which be Ws put 
to death at the inſtigation of Her Hals 'Prote: 
my's intemperate courſe of life, Toon baſtened 
allo the period of his exiſtence, he 27 
dyingat the age of thirey-ſevein years,” B.C.n04 
and was ſucceeded by his fol” : 
Rane t trt 
al 5 _— 9 Nei J #20 
After the deceaſe of Ptolemy, his favourites 
| Agathocles and Agathoclea and Meir partifins, 
ry ped the palace of itt moſt valable 
trealurts: they alte formed a conſpiracy agi 
the mant ings guardian, but an their) preten- 
ces "were eallty ſeen "throng "rs wich 
agehts ſoon met with 'their delert, for the 
popukce roſe ' againſt them” and made them 
.. c exam ples to juice 429; nme 
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In conſequence of Antiochus king of Syria, 
and Philip king, of: Macedon, having, formed a 
 confederacy to ſhare Ptolemy's dominions, they 
ſeized Paleſtine and Cerlo-Syria,, As this alarm- 
AL enn regency... they . reſolved to - 

 implorethe protetionof theRomans, who were 

now become. a.powerful people; for Scipio had 
congpered. Hannibal, in, Africa, and, by, that 
trans, this yeap, claſed the; ſegqnd, Punic war 
with toumph: and, glory, Wien this. meaſure 
_ was agreed on. the. Egyptians fent, ambaſſadors 
to, Rome with entreatics. that the ſenate would 
| accept the regen, of the infant king's domi. 
one during, his minority, recommending him 
to, their, guardianſhip, and, proteftign. As, ap 


inducement, for the. Romans, to. accept. thelc 
CT 


commuſſon went to Alexandria, where he was 
inveſted 


("bh 1 

inveſted with che guatdianſhip of the young 
king, and after appointing him proper tutors 
and officers returned to Rome. Ariſtomenes, 
who was alſo employed in this important office, 
provided a powerful" defence againſt the con- 
federated kings, and. engaged x great number 
of mercenaries in Dy] $ fervice. 


At this bie Antiochus waged 1 
with Attalus; of which' Ariſtomenes 
 availed-himſelf*by lending Scopas B. C. 199. 
into Paleſtine and Colo. Syria, who .recovertd 
Jeruſalem, Judea, and many other of Ptblemy's 

poſſeſſions. Antiochus having agreed on 
'pactfic meaſures with Attalus in the fucceed- 
ing year attacked Sropas near the river Jordan, 
defeated him, blocked him up in Sidon, and 
retook all the places he had loſt in Syria and 
Paleſtine. The Jews not being firmly attached 
to the Egyptian king, from the remembrance 
of the ill treatment they hadutceived by his 
father, a ꝗ che depredations committed: by 
Antiochus in his war; and theciprieſts,: Levites, 
and people went in ſelemn proceſſion to meet 
him. an received im with joy ãnto. Jeru- 
alem. A. They wa: g iim thouſes, ele- 
 -phangs, inſtruments of war, and their perſonal 
ſervices 


L 

ſervices to reduce all Syria to his power: in 
return for theſe advantages, Antiochus iſſued a 
decree in their favour, granting them many 
privileges, and particularly ſpecified, that no 
perſon ſhould enter the temple beyond the 
limits preſcribed by the Jewiſh religion, to pre- 
vent any outrages ſimilar to that committed 
by Ptolemy Phulopater. 


Antiochus now ſet himſelf to equip a power- 
ful fleet, and commenced. a war againſt the 
| Romans. Having paſſed the Helleſpont, he 
feized the Thracian Cherſoneſus and rebuilt 
 Lyſimachia. In the courſe of this year, 
death. ' | | 4 40 Nu „int 118. 


This year Hannibal ſought the protection of 

| Antiochus; he was ſuſpefted by the 

C. 195- Romans of clandeſtine praftices, and 
_ therefore was remanded from Carthage where 
he lived retired, to anſwer the allegations fe. 
poſed againſt him. The inſtigations and pro- 
ered ſervices of this gallant general, ir: engtben- 
ed Antiochus's reſolutions to pre gecute his 
war againſt the Romans, for wh ch great pre- 
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bene were” ade a hopes of conquet : 


formed. 11 Hine 20 . | 
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In this Gruation of affairs, Advis ware. 
ened his cauſe by forming powerful 
alliances. Ie married his danghter B.C. 198- 
Cleopatra to king Ptolemy Epiphanes ; and gave 
another of his daughters to the king of Cappado- 


cia; and offered a third to Eumenes of Pergamus, 
fon and fueceſor/of Attalus his late competitor, 


which propoſal the young king rejetted. as he 


chought it would involve him in the Roman 


war, and ſubje@ him either to them or to Anti- 


ochus's authority. After the celebration of the 
nuptials above mentioned, Antiochus marched 
againſt the Pifidians; and foon after, 


| heard'of his del Jong dea whith Þ © 199- 

_ cauſed him to return to Epheſus where he ex- 
preſſed very oſtenſible ſigns of ſorrow, notwith- 
- ſanding it was generally believed he was acceſ- 
ſary to the young prince' uritimely end. When 
[theſe tokens of grief: were laid aſide, he pur- 
. ſue} his wartike operations, and proceeded: into 
| Greece, td commence his meditated war againſt 
th Romans. Hannibal recommended Italy 
for his ſeat of war, - but his counſels were not 


e err pg vpe e, uw. 
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G 
confidence in that. experienced commander, 
and therefore was the part deſtined for 
* eee © ing 5 

* do no eien ' 
— — cctinde: 
preparations againſt his formidable foes, by an 
unprudent attachment to a young woman of 
obſcure birth whom, he married. and who ſo 
entirely employed his attention, he, dedicated 
kus dme to nuptial rejoicings, and fatally.ne- 
glefied the diſcipline of his army. In this un- 
prepared and ſupine fituation,, Antiochus was 
bound and rouſed by the alarming tidings, that 
| the Romans were. advancing very near to attack 
him ; which flungthe troops into ſuch confuſion 
0 —— down their arms; and fled. 
but were purſued by the Romans and 
_ chiefly, defiroyed:.. Wich the remaining fer, 
 Amtiochus took refuge in Chalcis, whence he 
| baſlened to his fleet, and with his bride: pro- 
_ creded t Epheſus; on his arrival thither, from 
F -_ — and an — og attach- 
— his, enemies, 
wich Hannibal convinced him would be 
produſtive of fatal conſequences. Soon after, 
doch his fea ndnd forces were defemed, and 

de cieed to agree to a diſadvantageous peace 
with 


T 


— why aghba/a the © B. 
conquered provinces of Caria and 0 189. a 
Lycia to the Rhodians, reſtored the liberties of 
the Grecian cities, and gave the remaining part 
to Eumenes, to reward their allies for their re- 
ſpektive ſervices. As the chief condition in 
the pacific treaty, was the payment of a large 
tributary ſubſidy; Antiochus was at a loſs for 
pecuniary reſources ; he therefore marched into 
his Eaſtern provinces to collect his revenues, 
and left his ſon Seleucus to govern in Syria 
during his abſence“ . On his arrival at Ely- 
mais in Media, he ſeized the treaſure in the 
temple of Jupiter Belus, which ſo-enraged the 
inhabitants of that province, they flew Antio- 
chus and his attendants. The early part of 
this prince's life and adminiſtration was diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the exerciſe of every noble 
quality, and a ſueceſſion of important victories, 
which acquired him the title of Antiochus the 
Great; but the latter part of his reign, was at- 
tended with defeat, diſgrace, and a deprivation 
of riches, power, and dominion. The various 
events of eee nn aQtions, were 
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Antiochuse e eee as 8 
Rome, as, well as Thong, the chief abettors of the war, 23 
fureries for the conditions of peace. | 


vane literally 
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— chapter of his prophecies, in which 
various enterpriſes and defeats are ſtrong- 
2 Seleucus Philopater, Antiochus's 
fon, ſucceeded him in the government of 
the Syrian empire; but from the reduced ſtate 
of his dominions, and the tribute he was obliged 
to render — con- 
temptible figure. 0 


— Prolemy king of Egypt began to be weary 
— the judicious admonitions of Ariſtomenes 
prime miniſter, by whoſe prudent counſels 
the affairs of ſtate had been conducted with 
ſucceſs and applauſe ; he cauſed his faithful 
monitor to be poiſoned, and from that period 
abandoned himſelf to every vicious purſuit, and 
Such is the progreſs of depravity, its votaries 
fiſt acquire a diſreliſh for virtue, and then by 
imperceptible degrees" they" are: plunged into 
the abyſs of infamy ! The degeneracy of 
B. C. 285. Ptolemy's condutt was produftive of | 
diſcontent amongſt his ſubjects, and 


canſed a combination which would have ſub- 
vented the Egypuan government, and depoſed 
this depraved king, if the prudent conduct of 
— — not given 2 

_ favourable 
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favourable turn to the ſtate of affairs, and 
effeftually cruſhed the kindling rebellion. 


At this period the Lacedæmonians claimed 
kindredwith the Jews, as being deri- 
vedfrom the ſtock of Abraham, they C. 163. 
therefore ſent a letter to Onias the high-prieſt 
at Jeruſalem, who had ſucceeded Simon in that 
ſacred office, to inform him the relationſhip had 
been diſcovered by a certain paper found 
amongſt them. | 5 


Ptolemy being at peace in his own domi- 
nions, propoled commencing war BC 
againſt Seleucus king of Syria; but 185. 
his chief miniſters being convinced that his 
reſources were inadequate to ſo great a purpoſe, 
to prevent the country being burthened with 
additional taxes, they put a period to his life 
and project, by procuring an effettual doſe of 
poiſon to be adminiſtered to him, in the 
twenty-ninth year of his age, and twenty- 
fourth of his reign. Ptolemy Philometer his 
ſon ſucceeded him in the government of 
Egypt, who being only fix years of age, was 
put under the protection of Cleopatra his 
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In conſequence of Simon a Benjamite be- 
AC ws. x ing appointed to the charge of col- 


lecting the king's revenues, after the 
deceaſe of Joſeph who had faithfully executed 


that commiſhion, a contention ardſe between 
him and Onias the high-prieft ; as Simon. could 
not gan his ends, he malicioufly went to 
Apollonius the governor of 'Calo-Syria and 
Paleſtine, to inform him that immenſe treaſures 
were concealed in the temple at Jeruſalem. 
The king being made acquainted therewith, 
ſent his treaſurer to ſeize them and convey 
them to Antioch; who in the attempt, it is ſaid 
was repulſed by a ſupernatural appearance of 
a horſe with a terrible rider upon him, who 
mote Heliodorus with his fore feet, two young 
men alſo ſcourging him ſeverely, ſo that he was 
apparently ſtricken with death: from which, on 
account of his penitent entreaties, he was re- 
covered by the fervent prayers-of Onias. This 
miraculous interpoſition of divine proteftion 
diſplayed the omnipotence of God, which the 
treaſurer acknowledged and thus preſerved the 


Simon's rancour to Onias was productive of 
other violent outrages, and diſturbed the peace 
Hf the city and province. The holy man there- 


fore 
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fore went to. Antioch to repreſent the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe and to ſeek redreſs; but 
had not been there long before the king died; 
who had been treacherouſly poiſoned by one of 
his apparent friends; the tenor of this monarch's 


life and end, was prophetically deſcribed by 
Daniel“. 


After the death of Seleucus Philopater, He- 
liodorus the chief inſtrument of his 
murder, endeavoured to uſurp the B. C 15. 
government, but was prevented by Antiochus 
brother of the deceaſed monarch, who was 
powerfully ſupported in his pretenſions, and 
obtained the quiet poſſeſſion of the Syrian 
dominions. On his acceſſion to the throne 
he aſſumed the name of Epiphanes or IIluſtrious, 
but by many called Epimanes or the Madman. 
The conduct of this monarch exactly. corre- 
ſponds with the predictions of Daniel concern- 
ing himt, as a vile character in the moſt com- 
prehenſive ſenſe of the epithet; for his actions 
were licentious, inconſiſtent, and vile, inſomuch, 
that they bore not only the appearance of _ 
and 3 but of mein 


1 1 Daniel xi. 22. 
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Soon after this corrupt prince was effabliſhed 
in the kingdom, Jaſon the brother of Onias 
the high-prieft, by wicked motives and unjuſti- 
fable means (particularly bribery) cauſed that 
holy man to be removed from the ſacred office, 
that he might fill it. He alſo prevailed on 
Antiochus to have his brother Onias baniſhed 
to Antioch, where he was confined till his 
death. Antiochus conſented to this flagrant 
alt of injuſtice by the large advance of tribute- 
money which Jaſon offered, as the Roman 
ſublicies had nearly exhauſted his finances. By 
the removal of Onias, whoſe exemplary piety 
had rendered him an object of reverent regard 
amongſt the people, which Jaſon conſidered as 
a probable means of fruſtrating the meaſures he 
intended to adopt, he thought he had no fur- 
ther obſtacles to his plan. Amongſt other alte- 
rations, he gained permiſhon to ere a Gym- 
nakam or place for the celebration of public 
games; and an Ephebium for the public in- 
iruttion-of youth in the Grecian mode and 
faſhion, to make as many of the inhabitants 
as he could forlake the religious cuſtoms of 
their fathers, and conform to thoſe of the Hea- 
thens, for which they were to be free-men of 
Antioch. He hoped thereby to form a powerful 
HT againſt the 2 to theintereſt of 


Onias, 
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Onias, and by the introduction of theſe public 
games and ſpettacles, and new cuſtoms, divine- 
ordinances were awfully neglected, and the re- 
gulations forthe obſervance of the ſacred law were 
in a great meaſure ſubverted. This apoſtate, to 
render himſelf more acceptable to the Greeks, 
not only adopted their ĩdolatrous practices, but 
changed his name from Jeſus to Jaſon ; and 
to prove the ſincerity of his profane conver- 
ſion, he the ſucceeding year joined in B. 8 
the celebration ofthe Quinquennial 174- 
games, / . were celebrated in honour of 
Hercules. 1 Et, non d 
Meeren 3 
The queen edi who condutted the ſtate 
affairs in Egypt during the minority 
ö ͤ Po 473: 
attention, died in the courſe of this year, and 
was ſuoceeded in the direction af the ramy 
e eee eee 
ik Qi: e Jaſon ſent Menelaus his 
brother to Antioch, to pay the tri- 
bute he had promiſed to Antiochus B.C. 178; 
king of Syria; who with ſimilar craft to that 
praftiſed by Jaſon on his elder brother Onias, 
| ſupplanted him in the ſacerdotal office, by 
* larger tributary ſubſidy than what 
L 4 Jaſon. 
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Jaſon gave or propoſed. As baſe ends are: 
eihtained in proportion to the price bidden for: 
neun, the prefieced increaſe of revenue in- 
Rucnced Antiochus to confirm Menelaus as 
high-prieit. When he returned to Jeruſalem 
with the mandate of authority, a ſedition aroſe 
amongſt che people, which obliged Menelaus to 
return to Anuoch, for the populace reſiſted his 
power and eſpouſed the cauſe of Jaſon. Theſe- 
dipacked a poweriul force to ſubdue what 
wes called the faction in Jeruſalem,. on which 
| Jaſon fled, and Menelaus in conſequence was 
eſtabliſhed in the conteſted office. 


to the ſame dolatrous Pagan practices; and 
then thinking he. had gained his end and was 
well eſtabliſhed. neglected to pay the tribute to 
Antiochu, for which he was ſummoned to 
appear before the king at Antioch. - On his 
arrival there, he found the monarch was gone 
into Cilicia to quell a rebellion in two cities 
of that province. Menelaus therefore availed 
hamlelf of this abſence to collect the money, 
by Realing many of the ſacred veſſels of gold 
out of the temple, and felling them at Tyre. 


and 
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and other places, and by that means gained 
ſufficient ſums not only to ſatisfy the demands 
of Antiochus, but to operate as a bribe to ſecure 
his future favour. Onias from the reverence 
he bore to religion and the temple, ſeverely 
rebuked Menelaus for this ſacrilege, which 
ſo excited the apoſtate's reſentment, that he 
employed Andronicus to put him to death. 
Onias was informed of this deſign, therefore 
fled from Antioch to Daphne; by the ſpecious 
pretences of Andronicus he was induced to 
come forth from his concealment, which gave 
the ruffian an opportunity to kill the devout 
unſuſpefting victim. As Onias from the 
uniform piety of his conduQ, was beloved both 
by the Greeks and Jews, they required An- 
dronicus to be delivered up to them, whom 
| they executed on the ſpot where he had murder- 
ed Onias. During the abſence of Menelaus, 
great contentions aroſe in Jeruſalem on ac- 
count of. the loſs and alienation of the ſacred 
veſſels ; which raged with ſuchviolence, that the 
people murdered Lyſimachus Menelaus's bro- 
ther, who was left to manage the affairs of the 
Jews in the high- prieſt's abſence. 


Antiochus this year advanced into Egypt 
againſt Ptolemy Philometer, and . 
gained a complete vitory near Pe- B. C. Ws 

| L 5 luſium; 
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lufrum ; elated with theſe ſucceſſes, in the 
fucceeding year he commenced a ſecond ex- 
pedinon, and reduced every part of Egypt 
excepting Alexandria. In the courſe of this 
invaſion, Ptolemy Philometer fell into the 
power of Antiochus, who treated him with 
kindneſs and familiarity, and pretended to aQ 
as his guardian, after having uſurped and im- 
povenihed his dominions. This young mo- 
narch had received an effeminate education, 
which incapacitated him for great enterpriſes, 
and rendered him abjeft in adverſity, yielding 
in all things to his enemies, and deſerting his 
true friends and adherents. | 


During Antiochus's reſidence in Egypt, a 
falſe rumour of his death gained credit in 
Paleſtine, which Jaſon ſeized as a favourable 
opportunity of reaſſuming the high-prieſthood, 
and forthat purpoſe raiſed a powerful party who 
committed great outrages in Jeruſalem. By 
this contention, Antiochus ſuppoſed the Jewiſh 
nation had revolted from him; he therefore 
quickly marched and commenced a ſiege againſt 
Jeruſalem, with orders neither to ſpare young 
men nor old; and in the ſpace of three days 
flew fifty thouſand of the inhabitants, and 
the reſt he donſigned to bondage. He: alſo 

_ impiouſly 
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impioully profaned the 3 penetrating 
into its inmoſt receſſes; and by the inſtigation 
and aſſiſtance of Menelaus, to aggravate .the 
guilt of this tranſgreſſion, he ſhewed every 
poſſible contempt to the Jewiſh religion. Among 
other inſtances of diſreſpe&, he facrificed a 
large ſow on the altar of burnt offerings, and 
commanded broth to be made of the fleſh,. 
which he ſprinkled over the temple, effeftually 
to defile it. After this impious inſult, Antio- 
chus ſeized the facred utenſils which remained, 
with the golden ornaments of the temple, and 
proceeded to the general plunder of B. c. 
the city, and leaving it overwhelmed 8 
in blood and mourning, he returned to Antioch 
enriched with the ſpoils of Judea and Egypt. 
Previousto his departure, be appointed Philip, a 
man of oppreſſive conduct and barbatous diſ- 
poſition. to be governor of Judea, and Andro- 
nicus, a perſon of a ſimilar turn of mind, to 
rule over Samaria; and effectually to perſecute. 
the Jews, continued Menelaus i in the. office of 
Wen ek. 8 $7 


As Jaſon was afraid of remaining in Jeru- 
ſalem, he had before fled among the Ammonites, 
where he was univerſally deſpiſed and negleQted ; 

eee as NE and 
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andafter having lived and died in miſery, his re- 
mains were denied the rites of interment. 


Before the calamities that befell Jeruſalem 
happened, for the ſpace of forty days, ſuper- 
natural appearances were reported to be ſecn 
in the air, which had the reſemblance of men 
on horſeback, and foot ſoldiers with ſhields, 
fpears, and ſwords, in legions, apparently com- 
bating each other ; harbingers ſeemingly of the 
ravages that would be ſhortly committed in 
thoſe regions. 


After Ptolemy Philometer was in Antiochus's 
power, the Alexandrians placed his brother on 
the throne, who thenceforward took the-name 
of Ptolemy Euergetes the ſecond. Antiochus, 

when he was informed of this event, 
. C 169. d ͥencel war againſt the Alex- 
andrians, under pretence of aſſerting the 
rights of Ptolemy Philometer his nephew, 
but in effeR to ſeize all his dominions when he 
had brought the affairs to a proper criſis. The 
operations of the Alexandrian ſiege proved 
unſucceſsful, and Ptolemy Philometer, who was 
left to conduft the war in Egypt againſt his 
brother, began to ſuſpeRt the ſiniſter views of 
 Antiochus, ke therefore entered into terms of ac- 
commodation 
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commodation with Ptolemy Euergetes, which 
were, that they were to govern jointly. When 
this treaty was duly ratified, Ptolemy Philo- 
meter returned to Alexandria and a peace en- 
ſued, which gave ſatisfaftion to the people in 
general. 


As theſe pacific "meas were contrary to 
the wiſhes of Antiochus, he attacked 
the iſland of Cyprus, and marched B.C: 168, 
with a powerful army into Egypt to require the 
city of Peluſium. As the royal brothers did 
not accede to theſe propoſals, Antiochus re- 
duced the country as far as Memphis, and 
afterwards beſieged Alexandria, which reſiſted 
his attack by the one? "a the en af- 
forded. Y 


After this defeat, Antiochus left Egypt, and to 
exerciſe his wrath on the Jews, diſpatched an 


army under the command of Apollenius to 


utterly deſtroy Jeruſalem. The period choſen 
for the execution of this defign was the ſab- 
bath; and while the people were employed at 
worſhip in the ordinances of their religion, 
Apollonius gave the troops general 
orders to ſlay the male inhabitants of B. 0. 268. 
the city and the prieſta, and take the women 
n ae dne s enn 


— 
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22 — which cauſed a val Ge 
Fee gue After this general carnage, the 
wan: levied wich er 
won oſs the ground, and the houſes 
1 by conflagration. From the ruins 
| pats e ra aps tt an emi- 
4 —_— the temple, to overlook and annoy 
my with inftruments of war and guarded 
* commiſſioned to aft with cruelty 
22 Lv nation. Theſe forces at- 
tacked „ 
which 4 n none dared 
2 ö ſacrifices. F In conſequence 
- perſecution, the inhabitants who eſcaped 
fword fled into various parts; others took 
refuge in the wilderneſs, where they endured 
, hardſhips, and ſubſiſted chiefly on herbs 
Tons, al they gained full thoſe barren re- 
aſſert their rights. | * 


| Annan dai iſſued an 
nations ſubjeft to his power 

ſhould * to his idolatrous mode of 
worſhip. ky proclamation was principally 
deſigned | diſtreſs the Jews, as the heathen 
2 r 
> Samaritans ealily apoſtatized from 
their 
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their religion, it being their praſtice to 7 a 
affinity to the Jews when they were in an 
unproſperous ſtate, on the fair pretence they 
were deſcended from the Medes and Perſians. 
Such was the time- ſerving conduft of this 
politic people, that with their uſual duplicity, 
when this perſecution of the Jews commenced, 
they preſented a petition to the king to have, 
their temple dedicated to the Grecian Jupiter; 

alleging they had been hitherto induced to 
worſhip a God without a name, to avoid tem- 
poral inconveniencies, impiouſly hoping there- 

. by to eſcape the reſentment of Antiochus; 
who accordingly granted their requeſt. As - 
human policy cannot poſſibly have a more 
unſtable foundation than the ſubverſion of 
holy rites and divine worſhip, the ſyſtem of 
defence formed by the Samaritans, in the na- 
tural courſe of things ended in their diſtreſs 
and deſtruction. And indeed of all inſtances 
of human frailty, thoſe which border on im- 
pious apoſlacy, . have the lighteſt claim to 
N and forgiveneſs. 


The officers who were appointed to ſee the 
king's commands obeyed in Judea and Sama- 
ria, exatted the conditions with the greateſt 
rigour. Atheneus who was an adept in the 


* 1 
theory and practice of idolatrous worſhip, on his 


various altars, . idols, and groves were ſet up, 
Bacchanalian feaſts were inftituted, and un- 
dean forbidden food” was enjoined, of which 
the Jews contrary to their law were compelled 


* This image of Jepiter is ſuppoſed to be the . Abomi- 
nation that maketh defolate ;“ foretold by Daniel in his fa- 
mous prophecy of the ſeventy weeks, Daniel xi. 31+ 


* 
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to- partake. During this rigid exaftion- of 
obedience through all Judea, Apelles one of 
the officers employed for the purpoſe came to 
Modin, andentreated Mattathias a prieſt to con- 
form to his ĩdolatrous worſhip ; thinking as he was 
a perſon of power, his compliance would be a 
leading example to others. This devout many 
could neither be ſoothed by entreaties nor awed 
by menaces, to- forſake 'the'diQates: of the holy 
religion he profeſſed. To prove the ſted : 
faſtneſs of his faith, Mattathias anſwered Apel- 
les with a loud voice in the preſence of the 
multitude, That no conſideration ſhould in- 
duce him or his family to- forſake the law of 
God, or deviate from the worſhip preſcribed 
by the Moſaic law, in conſequence of any 
decree; iſſued; by an earthly potentate. At 
the cloſe of .this declaration, Mattathias per- 
ceiving a Jew about to burn incenſe and join 
in the idolatrous practices adopted by the new 
authority, he ſle him and his apoſtate follow- 
ers; and alſo by the aſſiſtance of his ſons he 
overcame and flew the king's officer and his 
partiſans. After this, he and his ſons, Johanan 
called Kaddis, Simon called Thaſi, Judas called 
Maccabeus, Eleazar called Avaran, and Jona - 
than ee e took refuge in the do- 

ſerts of Judea, which became an aſylum for the 
perſecuted Jews. 


A large 
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A large party of theſe refugees took ſhelter 


with a powerful force, endeavoured to per- 
fuade the Jews to come forth from their re- 
cels, and fubmit' to the king's commands, on 
the promiſe of their former tranſgreſſions be- 
ing palled over. As the influerices of holy 
zeal are invincible, the people of God treated 
this overture with deſerved contempt, and de- 
clared their determined reſolution to die, rather 
than forfake their religion. This reply ſo en- 
raged Antiochus's officers, that they 'befieged 
the cave, but deferred their deſtructive opera- 
tions till the approaching Sabbath, ſuppoſing 
on that day the Jews, from principle as before, 
would not attempt any means of defence. Of 
this their enemies availed themſelves, - and, in 
the cave, without reſpett to ſex or age. This 
event was an affliftive circumſtance to Mat- 
tathias and the remaining parties of the Jews, 
who in council unanimouſly agreed, that the 
obſervance of the Sabbath in future caſes of 
exagency was not to impede needful mea- 
fares of defence for their general preſervation. 

| This 
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This reſolution was received with univerſal 
approbation by the whole body of the Jews, 
and the prieſts and elders alſo; who, in con- 
ſequence, reſolved to fight on all days for their 
religious and civil liberties, and this was made 
a rule f in all their following wars. 


As Antiochus found his power reſiſted, he 
enforced compliance in Judea and other di- 
ſtricts, with unparalleled cruelty againſt the 
Jews, and amongſt other barbarous ats, 
cruelly martyred Eleazar, and a mother and 
her ſeven ſons, to conſtrain them to eat ſwine's 
fleſh, which is particularly deſcribed 10 the 
ſecond book of Maccabees. Mattathias and 
his party fled for ſafety to thoſe parts of the 
mountains which were difficult of acceſs, and 
when this collected body had acquired ſufficient 
{kill and ſtrength, they came forth from their 
concealment and openly engaged their ene- 
mies. They proceeded through the land of 
Indes, and in ſeveral towns removed the al- 
tars and other inſtruments of idolatrous wor- 
ſhip, renewed the rite of circumciſion, and 
reinſtated the worſhip of God in its pureſt 
form, diſperſing copies of the law, and cauſing 
the Holy Scriptures to be expounded to the 
people. As Mattathias was far advanced in 

| Years, 
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years,. this arduous warfare ſo exhauſted his 

ſtrength, that he expired in the ſuc- 
2 ning yom2 but, previous to his 
death, exhorted his ſons to be zealous ad- 
herents to the ordinances of God, and ap- 
pointed Judas to be captain. of the Jews in 
his lead, who affumed the authority after 
tus father's interment, and erefted a ſtand- 
ard wich this motto, Who is like unto thee 
amongſt the gods, Oh Jehovah !”” which being 
partly written in the initial Hebrew characters, 
formed the artificial word Maccabi“, and from 
hence the numbers who repaired to this ſtand- 
ard were called Maccabeans, and beſides bore 
the name of Aſmoneans, as Mattathias was the 
fon of Aſmoneus ; Judas alſo was diſtinguiſhed | 
with the particular appellation of Maccabeus by 
way of eminence. 


Antiochus, when he heard. of the games in- 
flitmed by Paulus Amilius the Roman. general, 
on account of his having conquered and 
taken Perſeus king of Macedon, diretled Iimi- 
lar games to be celebrated for himſelf at 
Daphne, where the ablurdity of his conduct 


* The words of which Maccabi was formed, were Mi 


c 
the gods, O Lord ? 
rendered. 


— 
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rendered him an obje of public Ae 
During his profane and trifling purſuits, Judas 
was actively employed in.effefting the reforma- 
tion commenced, in  Judea by Mattathias his 
father. Apollonius governor.of Samaria en- 
deavoured to obſtrutt his progreſs, and attacked 
Judas in battle; but was..ſlain_in the. conteſt, 
and his forces diſperſed with great flaughter : 
by this victory Judas obtained conſiderable 
ſpoil. When Seron, one of Antiochus's go- 
vernors, heard of Apellonius's defeat, he ſought 
to revenge the injury, therefore marched againſt 
Judas with a powerful force, but was flain 
like the former governor, and his army com- 
pletely Gn LS 


Antiochus was ſo enraged at theſe N 
after reſolving to proceed himſelf with a power- 
ful army into Armenia and Perſia to recover 
his poſſeſſions in thoſe parts, he left the re- 
mainder of his troops under the direction of 
Lyſias, a nobleman of royal deſcent, who was 
commiſſioned to deſtroy and root the Jews out 
of Judea. He accordingly ſent a formidable 
detachment of forty thouſand foot and ſeven 
thouſand horſe, under the command of Gorgias, 
for this purpoſe, which encamped at Emmaus 
near Jeruſalem. Judas and his adherents were 

ſenſible 
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ſenſible of the danger they were expoſed to, 


| well knowing that the extirpation of the Jew- 
iſh race was the object they had in view: in 
| this exigency, Judas collected his troops into 
four diviſions, of one he himſelf took the 


perſons) had faſted, and with due ſigns of 
contrition- implored the protection of God, 
they advanced againſt their . enemies, and 
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Jae, as a great number of merchants had ad- 
tion of victory, with large ſums of ſilver and 
gold to purchaſe the Jews as ſlaves, after the 
ceived the price that had been offered for 
themſelves, and conſigned the perſons to bon- 
dage Wwho meant to have deprived them of 
liberty. Judas availed himſelf of chis victory 
and its conſequent reputation, by chaſtiſing 
all who had been inſtrumental in ſubverting 
the true religion, and inflicted various 1 
| r ole: pra £ 


besen eee ee king's f R 
pleaſure, from the ill ſucceſs that had attended 
his operations, he collected another powerful 
a and marched inte Judea; he was met 
by Judas near Bethiſura in the h C 166. 
OR. compre and his army 
was defeated and put to flight, which obliged 
him to return to Antioch in diſgrace and de- 
ſpair. After this great diſperſion of his Syrian 
enemies, Judas and his followers repaired" to 
Jeruſalem, to re-eſtabliſh the religions and 
civil 'concetns of that city. ' On their arrival, 
they found all things in diforder, the temple 
was profaned, the ſanctuary deſolate, the gates 
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burnt, its courts were overgrown with weeds, 
and the accommodation for the prieſts de- 
firoyed, which produced general lamentations | 
amongſt the people, who were unanimous in 
requeſting that the pure worſhip of God might 
be reſtored with all poſſible expedition. To ef. 
prieſts of blameleſs converſation to adjuſt the 
neceflary repairs of the temple, and remove 
every remains or conſequence of idolatry; and 
as the holy golden utenſils had been impiouſly 
ſeized by Antiochus, Judas cauſed new ones 
to be made of a ſimilar confliruftion from the 
Syrian ſpoils he had taken, and when the edi- 
fice was completely repaired, beautified, and 
fit for divine ſervice, a day was appointed for 
ns folemn dedication. This joyful feſtival 
was religiouſly obſerved, with ſacrifices offered 
on the new altar, and the conſecration of the 
new holy veſſels, which laſted for the ſpace of 
eight days; and to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of this happy reſtoration of the worſhip 
of God in the temple, an annual feaſt was ap- 
pointed to be commemorated, which was called 
by fome * the feaſt of dedication,” and by 
others © the feaſt of lights,” 224 
iluminations on that occaſion. 


Notwithſtan ing 
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the poſſeſſion of their temple, they were greatly 
annoyed by the Syrian garriſon in the fortreſs 
erected near it, who flew many of thoſe that came 
thither for the performance of divine worſhip. 
To prevent the miſchief attendant on this cir- 
cumſtance, Judas erected walls and high towers 
to ſhield the Jews from thoſe inſults, and to 
ſecure the ſafety of the city he fortified the 
ſuburbs of Jeruſalem. 


The re-eſtabliſhment of the Jews ſo excited 
the envy of the neighbouring nations, that they 
united in a determined reſolution of putting 
all to death in their reſpective territories, and 
reſolved to combine with Antiochus to effect 
their utter deſtruction. As purpoſes of ſuch 
a malign tendency are generally rendered 
abortive by the wiſe diſpenſations of an all- 
merciful and omniſcient Creator, theſe threats 
were not realized; for the death of Antiochus, 
which ſoon after happened, turned the tide 
of affairs, and fruſtrated the barbarous inten- 
tion, Antiochus, when he advanced into Per- 
ſia to extort his tributary arrears, received in- 
formation there were immenſe treaſures in the 
temple of Diana in the city-of Elymais, which 
he attempted to ſeize. Being repulſed by the 

Vol. II. M inhabitants, 
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inhabitants, he retired to Ecbatana, where he 
received information of the defeat of Lyſias, 
and the Jews' ſucceſſes, which inſpired him 
with the moſt furious rage againſt the people 
of Judea, and he haſtened towards Jeruſalem, 
to involve them in every poſlible calamity. 
But, on his way thither, he was providentially 
attacked with an incurable diſeaſe, which hu- 
man art could not relieve, though his mali- 
cious zeal would not permit him to retard the 
progrels of his journey, which he purſued with 
ſuch ſpeed, his chariot was overſet, and in 
conſequence his body was ſo much bruiſed, he 
was obliged to ſtop at a town in the confines 
of Perſia, where he endured a ſevere conflict 
berween the ſtings of conſcience and his cor- 
poreal agonies. As an aggravation. of his ſuf. 
ferings, his diſeaſe was loathſome and offenſive 
to himſelf and all who approached him; and 
his remorſe ſo great, it produced a kind of 
delirium, which repreſented to his idea various 
horrid ſpeftres, reproaching him for his im- 
pious tranſgreſſions, which nere him till 

he died“. * N 
* By many authors, this Ro DET: "HAR 
Amtichrift, becauſe there is a great ſimilarity between the pre- 
diftions concerning him and the Roman Antichriſt foretold by 
the apoBilc John in the Chriſtian church. 0 
| | The 
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The end of this monarch is peculiarly wor- 
thy of attention, as it was attended with evi- 
dent marks of divine diſpleaſure for his evil 
adminiſtration. The operations of Providence 
are uniformly juſt; they require no other con - 
firmation than a candid review of their diffu- 
ſive effects. The whole of this wicked prince's 
government was amply foretold by the prophet 
Daniel, and the reſpective circumſtances of it 
clearly ſpecified. - After the death of Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes, he was ſucceeded B. C. 1 
by Antiochus Eupator his ſon, who 
being a minor of nine years of age, was con- 


ſigned to the tuition of Lyſias. 


64. 


As Judas was indefatigable in advancing the 
intereſt of the Jews, he commenced hoſtilities 
againſt the Edomites and Ammonites; and in 
the conteſt ſlew Timotheus, a governor in thoſe 
parts, and effectively relieved the Jews who 
were oppreſſed in Gilead. In the ſucceeding 
year, Judas attacked Lyſias, and again van- 
quiſhed him. He alſo ſubdued another Timo- 
theus in Gilead, and 1n the third conteſt with 
Lyſias, obliged him to agree to terms of peace, 
but which proved of ſhort duration; as the 
neighbouring powers moleſted the Jews, which 

M 2 gave 
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gave riſe to ſeveral warlike eruptions, that pro- 
ved ſucceſsful to the people of Judea. 


The Syrian garriſon being a conſtant ſource 
of diſquiet to the Jewiſh inhabitants in Jeru- 
falem, Judas aſſembled ſome forces properly 
armed, in order to ſubdue it; of which when 
Antiochus was informed, he and his regent 
came into Judea at the head of a powerful ar- 
my, and commenced a ſiege againſt Bethſura. 
The Jews perceiving they could not well re- 
fiſt the Syrian army, took refuge in Jeruſalem. 
Soon after this event, the inhabitants of Beth- 
ſura were obliged to yield to their enemies, 
after which Antiochus proceeded to Jeruſalem, 
and beſieged the temple, which for want of 
proviſion was almoſt reduced to a ſurrender ; 
but was wonderfully relieved by intelligence 
being juſt then received that Philip, Antiochus's 
guardian and a favourite of the late king, had 
ſeized Antioch, and aſſumed the government of 
Syria. In conſequence of this uſurpation, An- 
tiochns found it neceſſary, to enter into terms 
of peace with the Jews, on conditions to their 
which he ratified by an oath ; but 
when he beheld the ſtrength of the temple, 
| contrary to the treaty he had engaged in, he 


| ordered 
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ordered the fortifications to be pulled down, 
and returned to Syria. 


Menelaus the traitorous high-prieſt before 
mentioned, had attended Antiochus on this 
expedition, in hope of being reſtored to the 


ſacerdotal office, which made him indefatigable 
to effect the conqueſt propoſed by the young 


monarch ; but he was diſappointed in his baſe 
views, as Lyſias, when he found this wicked 


miniſter had been the chief inſtrument of this 


unſucceſsful war, impeached him to the king, 
and cauſed him to be caſt headlong into a tower 


of aſhes fifty cubits high, which was the puniſh- 


ment inflifted on traitors and impious perſons, 
and thus he periſhed ;. but Alcimus, a man of 
as wicked principles, was appointed. high-prieſt 
in his room. Onias the ſon, of the high-prieſt 
of that name was the rightful ſucceſſor, but 


the king rejected him, and he not being able 


to bear this ſecluſion from his lawful inheri- 
tance, fled from Antioch to Egypt, where he 
lived in reſpect and favour, _ | 


Demetrius, the ſon of Seleucus Philopater, 
at this period returned from being B. C. 185 
an hoſtage at Rome, where he was 
ſent in exchange for Antiochus, Seleucus Phi- 

CAL M. 3. lopater's. 
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lopater's younger brother, who had been left 
_ there by Antiochas his father, when the treaty 
of peace was agreed on between him and the 
Romam. On his arrival he ſeized the king- 
dom of Syria, and alſo ſlew Antiochus Eupa- 
tor and Lyſias, and by that means was quietly 
eſtabliſhed on the throne. The firſt exertion 
of his regal power, was to relieve the Baby- 
lomans from the oppreſſion they laboured un- 
der ; he alſo difpatched Bacchides againſt the 
Jews, and afterwards Nicanor, who was van- 
yuiſhed and flain by Judas, and his army cut 
of. To revenge this loſs, Demetrius ſent 
Ba-chides with a powerful force to deftroy 
Judas, whoſe army being very inferior to that 
of his adverſary, and moſt of his men ſtruck 
with a panic, he was unhappily flain in the 
. C. 16x, equal conflict; but his remains 

being found by his brothers, were 
honourably interred in the ſepulchre of his 


After the death of this deſervedly renowned 
man, a ſlate of anarchy enſued, as the people were 
diſheartened, and alſo freed from reſſraint, and 
thus purſucd their own evil inclinations. Bac- 
chides prevailed and took Jeruſalem ; and Alci- 
mus and his partiſans aſſumed the government of 

| the 
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the whole land, and cruelly perſecuted the 
| Maccabeans. In this ſeaſon of diſtreſs, the 
| beſt of the people adhered to Jonathan, the 
brother of Judas, whom they made their cap- 
tain, and adopted meaſures to oppoſe their 
enemies. Soon after this, a battle enſued be- 
tween cruel Bacchides, and Jonathan and Simon 
his brother, in which the Syrian general was 
vanquiſhed, and obliged to deſiſt from further 
hoſtilities. In the ſucceeding year, Alcimus 
was ſtruck with a palſy and his ſpeech taken 
away; he had been a great enemy to the char 
and ſtate of the Jews, and was adopting plans 
to their diſadvantage when cut off by death. 
After this event Bacchides was ' inclined to 


peace, reſtored the your priſoners, and delt 
re BE 


1 Who Jig the asap of the 
Romans, by their ſanction "expelled Ariarathes 
king of Cappadocia out of his dominions; and 


the next year made Holophernes, B. 2 15 
the brother of the depoſed monarch, 9 


king in his lead. At this period alſo, Eume- 
nes king of Pergamus died, and was eue 
xt E his 3 3 


. Wat 2 
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vernment two years of repoſe, Bacchides return- 
ed with-an army to Judea, which cauſed Jona- 
than to take refuge in Bethbaſi, where he was be- 
Geged; but he ſo refiſted, as to oblige them to de- 
ſt from the aſſault, and enter into a treaty of 
peace with him, on which Bacchides left the 
land of Jadea without ever returning. In the 
revolution of theſe ſtate affairs, Ariarathes was 
reſtored to his kingdom, by the interpoſition 
of Attalus king of Pergamus, and Holophernes 
was compelled to fly to Antioch. 


rene, having by his mal-adminiſtration loſt 
the affeftion of his ſubjefts, he was attacked 
and deſperately wounded by a party who in- 
tended to have deſtroyed him; as he imputed 
this misfortune to the reſentment of his bro- 
ther king Philometer, whoſe diſpoſition was 
too benign to countenance ſuch a cruel att, 
he repreſented his caſe to the Romans, 
and by falſe allegations againſt his brother, 
obtained a decree to depoſe him. In virtue 
of this authority, he landed with a power- 
Ac 186. army in Cyprus, with intent to 
ſeize that iſland, but was defeated 

and taken priſoner by his brother Philometer, 
who 
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who ſhewed him more mercy than he deſerved, 
or had any right to expect. This clement king, 
conſiſtent with his diffuſive benevolence, not 
only forgave Ptolemy. Phyſcon's offence, but 
reſtored him to the throne of Libya and. 
Cyrene. | 


Demetrius giving himſelf up to indolence 
and luxury, and neglefting the affairs of his 
dominions,. his conduct created general diſguſt 
amongſt his ſubjects, who entered into a con- 
ſpiracy to depoſe him.. Holophernes aimed at- 
the throne, but was detected in the attempt and 
impriſoned:. Ptolemy, Attalus, and Ariarathes, . 
being diſguſted with Demetrius for the former 
incurſions he had made on their reſpective do- 
minions,. countenanced an impoſtor named 
Alexander, who, by their powerful ſupport, . 
ſeized the- city of Ptolemais in Paleſtine, and. 
aſſumed the title of king of Syria. This daring 
attempt rouzed Demetrius, who col- B. C. 153. 
lected his forces and now ſought 
the aſſiſtance of Jonathan, by appointing him 
the king's general. in- Judea,. with authority to 
raiſe forces in defence: of. his cauſe, and re- 
leaſed the hoſtages-confined in the fortreſs. at 
Jeruſalem. As the alliance of Jonathan: was 
of great importance to the contending parties, 

| Mz Alexander. 
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Alexander alſo endeavoured to convert him to 
his intereſt, and ſent propoſals to make him 
governor and high-prieſt of the Jews, if he 


would exert himſelf to ſupport his pretenſions, | 


he was alſo to be ſtyled the king's friend, and 
had a purple robe and crown of gold ſent him, 
as inſignia of the great dignity he was inveſted 
with, When Demetrius heard of theſe ex- 


traordinary grants, he ſent another meſſage to 


Jonathan, with the aſſurance, that all things pro- 
mailed by Alexander ſhould be complied with, 
and many additional privileges granted, if the 
Jews would declare in his favour. As Jona- 
_ than and his party had experienced great op- 
preſhon from Demetrius, he reſolved to be the 
friend of Alexander; therefore, by the general 
conſent of the people, at the next feaſt of 
tabernacles, he was inveſted with the pontifi- 
cal garments, and was confirmed in the high- 
pneſthood, by the authority of Alexander. 
The contending kings, Demetrius and Alex- 
ander, engaged in battle to decide their fate ; 
in the firſt encounter Demetrius was viQtori- 
dus, but through the aſſiſtance the confederated 


allies of Alexander afforded, he was confirmed 


in the government of Syria, and 
rr oi. þ 
TT years. 
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previous to this defeat, Demetrius had con- 
ſigned his two ſons to the care of a friend at 


Cnidus, Who ſheltered them from "ON aſſaults 
of their enemies. ds | 


Alexander having thus gained the certain 
poſſeſſion of the Syrian empire, demanded 
Cleopatra- daughter of Ptolemy king of- 
in marriage; who agreed to the propoſal, and 
brought the bride to Ptolemais, where the 
nuptials were celebrated with great ſplendor. 
Jonathan was invited to this royal wedding, 
who was clothed in purple, and as a mark of 
honour was ſeated near the king, and claſſed 
in the firſt rank of his friends: he was alſo 
appointed general of Judea, and returned to 
Jeruſalem loaded With honour and tokens ood 
oy cen | 

In the courſe of the e hiſtory it has been 
obſerved, Onias, on being ſuper- 
ſeded as high-prieft, took refuge in B. © 449. 
Egypt, where he fo” far gained an aſcendancy 
over' Ptoteriny Philometer and Cleopatra his 
queen, as to gain permiſſion to build a temple 
for the Jews in Egypt like that at Jeruſalem, 
with authority for him to act as high-prieſt. 
TRY . erected at Heliopolis, a ſmall 


„ diſtance 


* 
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or magnificent as the temple at Jeruſatem, 
though built on the ſame plan, and conti- 
nucd after it; Veſpaſian the Roman emperor 
ordered it to be deſtroyed after the ſacking of 
Jeruſalem. A violent ſedition aroſe between 
the Jews and Samaritans in Alexandria during 
Jonathan's adminiſtration, whether Jeruſalem 
or Mount Gerizum was the place appointed fot 

divine worſhip ? After various contentions, the 
Jews prevailed, as the Samaritans could not 
produce any ſubſtantial proof in ſupport of 


Alexander made no other uſe of his advance 
to royalty, than to convert his power to baſe 
and voluptuous purpoſes; which produced 
a total inattention to the concerns of his ſub- 
je and kingdom. Whilſt the newly eſta- 
blhſbed monarch was in this ſupine ſtate, De- 
metrius, the eldeſt ſon of the late depoſed 
king of that name, landed in Cilicia for the 
recovery of his father's dominiens, which he 
foon after attained. Alexander, by his gallant 
opponent's vigtory, was under the neceſſity of 
adepting active meaſures, he therefore marched 
in perſon againſt his adverſary, and ſought the 
procetiion of Prolemy his father-in-law. Apol- 

lonius 


tonius governor of Cœlo-Syria and Phœnicia, 
having revolted to Demetrius, endeavoured to 
reduce the power of Jonathan, but was van- 
quiſhed at the battle of Azotus. When Pto- 
lemy came to the aſſiſtance of Alexander, he 
diſcovered, a treaſonable conſpiracy had been 
formed. againſt his life, which alienated him 
from his ſon-in-law, and induced him to join 
Demetrius. The Antiochians, having offered 
Ptolemy their kingdom, he recommend-. 
ed them to chuſe Demetrius their lawful 
ſovereign, This revolt io. enraged Alex- 
ander, as to make him engage his competitor 
in battle, where he was ſlain in the field. 
His, head was carried to Ptolemy, who. ex- 
preſſed. tokens of approbation at the ſight, but 
he died a few days after of the wounds re- 
ceived in the conteſt. Thus fell theſe powerful 
potentates, and in conſequence of Alexander's 
defeat and death, Demetrius took poſſeſſion of 


the Syrian dominions, 12 „ 
of Nicator. 


Gſter, endeavoured to 3 the 

ſucceſſion to her ſon ; e eee eee 
EO compromiled by a propoſal, that 
Ptolemy 
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Ptolemy Phyſcon, brother to the queen and 
deceaſed king, ſhould marry Cleopatra, and 
take her fon under his tuition, who accord- 
ingly became King. The marriage cere- 
mony being concluded, Ptolemy Phyſcon mur- 
dered the infant prince in his mother's arms, 
to remove the poſſibility of his proving a rival, 
and aſſumed the reins of government for him- 
ſelf. This monarch's long reign was a conti- 
nued ſeries of cruelties, as ſcarcely a day paſ- 
fed without ſome innocent perſons being ſa- 
cnificed to his reſentment, or the wanton ex- 
ertion of his power. Demetrius condufted 
himſelf equally wrong in the adminiſtration of 
his concerns in Syria, who being of a per- 
verſe diſpoſition did not liſten to admonitions, 
and left the management_ of his 'affairs to 
others. | . "7 $2 1 75 


As Jonathan's government in judea was 
perfefily tranquil, he commenced a ſiege 
againſt the heathen garriſon in the fortreſs at 
Jeruſalem ; in conſequence of this attack, Jo- 
nathan was ſummoned by Demetrius to attend 
at Ptolemais, to give account of his conduRt. 
In the courſe of this interview, the high-prieſt 
perfefily removed the king's ſuſpicions, and 
had new honours conferred on him. On his 

return 
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return to Jeruſalem, he proſecuted the ſiege 
with great vigour, but did not ſucceed; the 
fortreſs reſiſted all his efforts. After this, Jo- 
nathan requeſted Demetrius to withdraw the 
garriſon, which he promiſed on condition of 
a certain number of men being afforded him; 
but afterwards broke the treaty, and exacted 
the tribute and taxes which he before had 
n the wee from paying: 


Tryphon'# at hid pain ite dee | 
ſon of Alexander into Syria, on þ C. 
44- 
whoſe behalf he claimed his father's 
crown and dominions. Numbers revolted to 
him, by which means he gained poſſeſſion of 
Antioch, vanquiſhed Demetrius in battle, and 
confined him in Seleucia, and alſo placed An- 
tiochus upon the throne. As Jonathan was 
diſguſted with the duplicity of Demetnus's 
conduct, he eſpouſed the intereſt of the new 
king, who confirmed him in the high offices 
he held in the former reign. To revenge this 
revolt, Demetrius invaded Galilee, but was 
| ne rect party 3 2 
®* Tryphon's n name was Diodotus, who ſerved 
under Alexander as governor of Antioch, in conjunction 


with Hierax. | $2210 $3 E 772 
| his 
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his brother laid ſiege to Bethſura, and by his 
Rilful condutt forced a ſurrender. 


When Jonathan returned to Judea after his 
Galilean expedition, he diſpatched ambaſſadors 
to the Romans to renew the alliance entered 
into with Judas, who were received in the 
ſenate with every poſſible mark of reſpe&, and 
obtained the ratification of the treaty: with 
this they returned to Jeruſalem, and brought 
ample teſtimony of the ſucceſs of their em- 
baſly. 


Az foon as Demetrius had gained reinſorce- 
nents, he attacked Jonathan a ſecond time, 
but was defeated with great loſs; Simon was 
no lefs ſucceſsful in Judea, where he took 
Joppa, and made other conſiderable conqueſts. 
On the return of theſe gallant brothers to Je- 


raſalem, they adopted meaſures for the more 
efeftual fortification of the city and ſuburbs. 


Tryphon's deſign being to uſurp the go- 
vernment of Syria, he regarded Jonathan as 
an obſtacle to his views, well knowing he 
would not be made an accomplice in baſe 
meaſures; he therefore reſolved on his de- 
Aruftion, and marched into Judea with a for- 

midable 
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midable army. The people, When they per- 
dated; and Tryphon, under the ſpecious ap- 
pearance., of. friend{hip; adviſed Jonathan: to 
diſmiſs moſt of his army, for it was his inten- 
tion to make him maſter of Ptolemais, and 
thither, then cut off his troops, and ſhut: Jona- 
were informed of this circumſtance, they were 
nearly plunged into-deſpair; but Simon cheer- 
ed them with the aſſurance he would. exert 
himſelf zealouſly on their behalf. He accord- 
ingly. advanced in purſuit of Tryphon, who 
ſent him a deluſive meſſage, with a demand of 
hoſtages and money, which he pretended were 
to procure: the freedom of Jonathan, Simon 
complied with _ conditions, eee he * 
traitar ee death, and | 
cauſed Antiochus alſo to be — 
after which he aſſumed the government of 


This uſurper wiſhed to obtain the patronage 
of the Romans, but was diſappointed; while 
Simon's ambaſſadors were received with ſignal 
marks of reſpect hy the ſenate, and the league 


— 
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was renewed which had been entered into with 
his predeceſſors, the contents of which were 
engraven on tables of braſs, and carried to 
Jeruſalem. ' The Lacedzmonians' and other 
allies of the Jews, alſo renewed the condi. 
tions of their reſpetive treaties. The remains 
of Jonathan were removed from Baſcama, 
and interred with great pomp at Modin, in 
the anceſtral ſepulchre of the Aſmoneans, by 
the direftion of Simon, who paid every mark 
of attention to his' revered brother's 'me- 
mory. e 

Whilſt Demetrius's forces were exerting 
their kill and bravery in his cauſe,” he-ſought 
no other purſuit than che gratification" of his 
paſſions at Laodicea. 'As Simon and'the Jews 
in general were profeſſed enemies to Tryphon, 
Simon ſent a golden diadem to young Deme- 
metrius, accompanied with terms of peace 
and alliance, which were accepted, and in re: 
turn grants were given to Simon to eſtabliſh 
him in the high-prieſthood and principality of 
Judea, with a releaſe from taxes, and a ceſſa- 
tion of reſentment for paſt hoſtilities, Simon 
. C. 148. 


availed himſelf of this authority, by 

redueing the city of Gaza, and de- 

iroying the heathen fortreſs of Acra in Jeru- 
falem, 
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falem, which he reduced by famine, and le- 
velled with the ground; he alſo dug up the hill 


upon which it ſtood, that there might be no 
future annoyance to the temple worſhip. 


Demetrius was at length awakened from 
the ſupine ſtate into which he was plunged, 
and went into the Eaſt, as ſeveral nations pro- 
miſed to revolt to him, that were weary. of the 
Parthian yoke. Mithridates was at that time 
king of Parthia, a prince of diflinguiſhed 
wiſdom and bravery; Demetrius in the firſt 
onſet to recover his eaſtern dominions was ſuc- 
ceſsful, but fell into the ſnare: of a fiQitionus 
treaty of peace from Mithridates, and by that 
means was taken priſoner, and his army de- 
ſtroyed. The captive king was alſo exhibited | 
to the revolted provinces, to induce them to 
return to their allegiance to Mithridates. When 
this triumphant ſcene was over, Mithridates 
treated Demetrius with great kindneſs, allowed 
him a maintenance ſuited to his birth; and, 
after having given him one of his own daugh- 


ters in marriage, ſent =_ into Hyrcania to 
reſide. 


After Demetrius was taken priſoner, Cleo- 
patra queen of Egypt made overtures to Anti- 
ochus 
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ochus Sidetes, brother to the captive king, to 
yield the government of Syria to him, on con- 
dition of his taking her in marriage. As theſe 
terms were accepted by Antiochus, he landed 
in Syria with a powerful army, and after ha- 
ving married Cleopatra, united their forces 
againſt Tryphon, who fled to Apamia, where 
| he was captured and put to death, which fipally 

bliſked -Antiochus in Ms. father's 


Simon having obtained the 1 the 
bie- prieſthood and ſovereignty of the Jews 
from the -king of Syria, and by the united ſuf- 
frages of the people, wiſhed to have his right 
confirmed by the Roman ſenate, who complied 
with the requeſt, and cauſed letters to be cir- 
culated to the neighbouring powers, to ſignify 
their reſpett for and alliance with Simon and 
_ the Jews. Their addreſs. to the Syrian king, 
was written to Demetrius then a captive 
in Parthia, which offended Antiochus; who 
accordingly made unreaſonable demands on 
the people of Judea, and, in conſequence of 
their not being acceded to, ſent a powerful 
army to enforce them, under the command of 
 Cendebes: for the meſſenger employed in 
theſe 
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theſe affairs, had repreſented Simon as a haughty 
luxurious prince. The high-prieſt, from his 
advanced age, did not engage in the war, but 
conſigned the management of it to Judas and 
John his ſons, who routed the — and 
| returned 1 in triumph. 


By the death of Attalus king of Pergamus, 
Attalus Philometer his ſon ſucceeded 3 
C. 138, 

to the government, who was a pro- 
digy of iniquity. The cruelties of this prince 
were of the moſt heinous nature; as he de- 
ſtroyed thoſe who were faithful to him, and 
ſacrificed his neareſt relatives. When he had 
exerciſed himſelf in every abſurd and barba- 
Tous purſuit, he ſtruck out a new ſpecies of 
wanton deſtruction, by cultivating in his gar- 
den all kinds of poifonous herbs, as well as 
_ thoſe that were wholeſome, and when he had 
cauſed the latter to be infected with the bane- 
ful quality of the former, ſent them as preſents 
to his friends: by which means he diffuſed 


the fatal conſequences of poiſon without fuſ- 
picion. 


. Antiochus Sidetes, by the clement and pru- | 
dent adminĩſtration of his affairs, reſtored the 
Syrian empire to its priſtine glory: the eſſetts 
| ; of 


(6s * 
of a contrary conduRt were evident in the af. 
fairs of Phyſcon king of Egypt, whoſe op- 
preſſions had induced moſt of the Alexandrians 
to deſert the place to avoid his cruelty, which 
was exerciſed indiſcriminately on his ſubjects 
good or bad. As this emigration rendered 


the city almoſt deſolate, inhabitants from other 


parts were invited by the flagitions monarch 
to prevent its utter annihilation, to whom he 
granted the privileges of citizens. 


As it was the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the Ro- 
mans to adjuſt the differences of 
. 
con engaged their attention; they therefore 
ſent ambaſſadors into Egypt,. Syria, Aſia, and 
Greece, to obſerve the ſtate of each of thoſe 


countries, with authority to inquire into the 


obſervance of their reſpetctive treaties, and to 
reform their errors. The firſt object of their 
inquiry was Alexandria, where they were re- 
ceived by the king with every mark of luxu- 
rious pomp, of which the Romans would not 
partake beyond the bounds required for the 
ſupport of nature. Scipio Africanus, who was 
a perſon of the greateſt conſequence in Rome, 
and one of the ambaſſadors, was only attended 
by Panztus a Rtoic philoſopher and five ſer- 

vants; 
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vants ; ſuch was the moderation of the primi- 
tive Romans, which, was the bulwark of their 
ſtrength. The introduction of luxury after- 
wards weakened their power, and, in the end, 
ſubverted their ſtate. Theſe ambaſſadors. diſ- 
covered that the city of Alexandria required 
nothing to render it conſpicuouſly great but 
an able monarch, whereas Phyſcon was- de- 
formed in body, depraved in mind, and an ob- 
ject of general deteſtation; wich this idea 


therefore they left Egypt, and deep on 
their p | . 


* this time, Simon in his * 1 
Judea to viſit the cities and give B. C. 1 


orders for their welfare, when ne 35 
came to Jericho was invited by Ptolemy go- 
vernor of the place and who had married one 
of his daughters, to partake of a feaſt at the 
caſtle, which he accepted, not ſuſpecting any 
evil intention; but his traitorous hoſt having 
conſpired with Antiochus Sidetes, ſought the 
deſtruction. of Simon and his two ſons Judas 
and Mattathias. This cruel purpoſe was ef- 
fected hy men, concealed in the caſtle, who 
raſhed forth when the gueſts were elated with 
wine, and murdered Simon and his ſons. . Pto- 
lemy and his party, after this cruel aft, haſtened 

to 
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wo Jeruſalem to ſeize the city; but John 
called Hyrcanus, another fon of Simon's, ha- 
ving heard the tragical-intelligence of his fa- 
ther's and brothers death, got himſelf inveſted 
in the office of high-prieſt, and made a due 
preparation againſt the traitors. They finding 
their own power inſufficient to cope with him, 
fought the affiſtance of Antiochus Sidetes, who 
thought it a favourable opportunity to reduce 
- Judea to the Syrian empire. In the proſecu- 
tion of this delign, Jeruſalem was beſieged, 
during which the inhabitants of | Jeruſalem 
were driven to the greateſt diſtreſs, and muſt 
clemency of Antiochus accommodated the dil- 
pute, on the condition of their paying a certain 
tribute, and demoliſhing the fortifications of the 
city. 


At this period, Attalus king of Pergamus 
— food is people ro 
his deſpotic adminiſtration :- in his 

will he bequeathed his all and kingdom to the 
Romans, who accordingly ſeized it, and made 
it a Roman province. Ariſtonicus his bro- 
ther and the rightful heir oppoſed them, and 
= firſt, through his zealous exertions, gained 
poſſeſſion 


\Antjockim Sidetes in the cour ofthis year 
marched into the Eaſt againſt the BC 2 
Parthians, on pretence of deliver- 
ing Demetrius, and in his ſirſt attacks proved 
ſucceſsful; but in the ſucceeding campaign 
was vanquiſhed and Hain. After the death of 
Antiochus, Demetrius who had been ſo long 
n captive in Parthia, en e e eg 
eee an , g 
tage of theſe revolutions to ſhake off the Syrian 
yoke, any n eſtabliſhed his ag N Wi 
l ist daa ig Oat sn 
The'ctuckies. off Phyſcon in Bone berame | 
ſs atrocious, that his ſubjetts expelled him: 
from his dominions; after which he took re- 
fuge in Cyprus: but there he was depoſed © 
and obliged to fly, in conſequence of a maſſacre; 
he cauſed to be executed at the celebration of 
a public feſtval.: After the departure of Phyſ- 
con, the government of Egypt 1 Ae 2c 
to his divorced wile TOI nainals v7 
7 im nig 
Hyrcawt bete lde 
- city of the Sa- 
Vol. II. N maritans, 
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. 
collected a powerful army, he commenced ho- 
Rilities againſt the Egyptians: whom he ſub- 
dued, and by that means gained the. poſſeſſion 
Demetrius; and, as a reward for his ſervices, 
offered him the kingdom. if he proved ſucceſſ- 
fol. Demetrius, dazzled! by this propoſal, 
marched into Egypt, and laid ſiege to Pelu- 
from; and Phyſcon, in conſequence of Deme- 
tas being alſo deteſted by his ſfubjefts, ſet-up 
A c. 10%. an impoſtor named Alexander Ze- 
bma in oppolitzon to him. This 

politic manceuvre recalled Demetrius from the 
fiege, as his preſence was: required in Syria, 
te quell the infurrefitons: in thoſe parts from 
the uſurpatiun-before mentioned. Demetrius, 
in afſerting his rights, was vanquiſhed by Ze-' 
bina, and fled to Tyre, where he was lain, 
and. the uſuiper obtained: the government of 
IR CER 
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patra his widow, retained a ſmall portion, of 
which ſhe was ſoon deprived. by her ſon Se- 


leucus. 


At this period a great plague raged in Libya 
and the adjacent country, r 
of a vaſt number of locuſts in- d 128. 
ſeſting the land. And the tragical events of 
this æra came ſo quick in ſucceſſion, it is need- 
ful to compound them, and briefly relate, that 
trius was flain by the hands. of Cleopatra his 
own mother ; Antiochus Grypus (or Hooknoſe) 
her ſecond ſon was then ſubſtituted, who van- 
quiſned Zebina and recovered the Syrian em- 
pire, che uſurper being lain in flight. Cleo- 
patras cruelty not being ſufficiently glutted, 
though. ſhe had. murdered two huſbands and 
one ſon, ſhe prepared poiſon alſo for Grypus ; 
but was compelled to ſwallow it 
herſelf, which put a period to ber Bc. 1275 
wicked * 


0 . * * 


A Pliyſcon king of 3 whoſe Io 

praved conduſt had long excited ge- 
neral deteſlation, died nearly at this E. C. 116. 
time, and Ptolemy Lathyrus his ſon ſucceeded in 
tn <a: mother to the 
Ns 


government 
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government of Egypt end Cyprus, and Appion 
an illegitimate fon of Phyſcon's, prefided over 
Libya and Cyrene.- | 


tochus Cyzicenus, and himſelf was 
forced to fly to Pamphylia; but inthe ſucceeding 
year he returned, and recovered part of his domi- 
nions from Cyzicenus, and from thenceforward 
reigned at Antioch, while his competitor go- 


Ariſtobulus and Antigonus the ſons of Hyr- 
. C. 110. rr cl 
zxcenus in attempting to relieve it 
was vanquiſhed by the joint efforts of the gal. 
hunt brother. In che next year, notwithſtanding 
this defeat, he by ufſiſtanee received from the 
Egypuans, made another unſucceſsful attempt: 
in conlequence of which Samatia-was taken, 
and by the orders of Hyrcanus demoliſhed fo 
eleftually as to prevent its ever being rebuilt, 
trenches being cut to lay it under water. Aſter 
ſellion of - Judea and Galilee, became one 
of the moſt conſiderable princes of the ape, 
and ſecured the Jews from any future hoſtile 
| aſſaults 
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aſſaults through a 2 long government. In the 
cloſe of his life, Hyrcanus met with ſome op- 
poſition from. the Phariſees, a buſy and mu- 
tinous ſeQ amongſt the Jeus, who on account 

of their rigorous obſervance of the punQilios of 
the ceremonial law and human traditions, formed 


the pretence of being more holy than other men, : 


while, in fat they were hypocrites clothed. in 
the, garb of  ſanQluty®.... Eleazar. onẽ of this 
ſet diſputed Hyrcanus s title to the prieſthood, 
which induced him to ſuppoſe the whole ſet 


were. alienated from. him; be therefore abo- .. 


liſhed their privileges, and joined; himſelf to 
the Sadducees, though. before this event he 
had. the higheſt veneration for the Phariſees. 
This religious ſedition diſturbed the. Ky 
peace of Hyrcanus in fo great a degree, B. C. 107. 
that he died the ſucceeding year, after having 
governed the Jews e G n 
r 14% 


| Ariftobulus the eldeſt fon ALL was 
after the death of his father; who wore a 

ite £4 ed SL 
ſure made the law void in our Saviour's time, by the adoption 
of . 
4 | * 


Wa: Galen 


7 
diadem and aſſumed the title of king of Judea, 
fince the Baby loniſi captivity. The firſt ex- 
erton of his power was the murder of his 
mother, on account of her having afſerted a 
— PUSH 


eee edel vine. 
ther by ſending an army into Paleſtine againſt 
expelled him from bis kingdom. She after- 
BC nos, ren. 
eſt fon from Cyprus, and made him 
Ling of Egypt; ſhe'alſo:confirained Ptolemy to 
take poſſeſſon of er mn ret 
brother had left. W 


ilch adn hs was folly hed in 

his authority, commenced a war againſt the Ttu- 
reans who lived on theeaſt of Galilee, whom he 
vanquiſhed, and then compelled them to be cir- 
cumciled and embrace the Jewiſh religion. Be- 
ingobliged by ſickneſs to return to Jeruſalem, he 
left the management of the war to Antigonus his 
next brother, the three younger ones being con- 
facd in priſon by his royal command. When 
Antigonu returned victorious from the Iturean 
expedition, he entered the city of Jeruſalem 


in 


* 1 
in umph; and repaired to the temple with 
his alnour on, and his guards accoutred in the 
any popular tokens of joy. As Antigonus 
was in high favour with Ariſtobulus, various 
endeavours were uſed to ſubvert him in the 
kings eſteem; it was therefore ſuggeſted that 
Antigonus Would not have entered the city 
| armed, but with intention to injute the king, who 
with jealous credulity ' Iiffened to the unjuſt 
ſuſpicion, therefore diſpatched: a meſſenger to 
require Antigonus's preſence anarmed, think- 
ing thereby to prove his innocence or - guilt. 
At the perſon who carried this mellage was 
influenced by malice, he altered" the purport 
of he lummont, by ſaying; * Avilldbulus wiſhed 
to ſee his brother clad in his ſine ſuĩt of armour, ? 


before he entered the royal preſence. "Anti: | 


(nt pamper 0 — 3 of 
nivel ab the palace, de guards perceiving the 
conqueror was clothed in armour, fell upon 
him and flew him, agreeable to the orders they 
had received. This falt was fcarcely perpe 
trated before Ariſtobulus repented of it, and 
was ſeized” with ſuch remorſe and horror, he 
expired ſoon. after, vomiting blood, and in ex- 
| TY cruciating 
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cruciating torment of mind. Such the effects 
of unrequited kindneſs and atrocious villainy, 
nen "a 


After the death of Ariftobulss, his wife Sa- 
eſtabliſhed in the government; but the younger 
C. 208. for attempting to ſupplant Alexan- 
der. In the ſucceeding year Jannsus be- 
bà— ——— a power- 
and reduced tim to great diſtreſs. - In this 
exigency he implored the aid of Cleopatra | 
queen of Egypt, who gave him aſſiſtance againſt 
Lathyrus her fon, and. beſieged Piolemais, 
Lathyrus in revenge svailed | hinkfelf of his 
mbther's abſence to invade Egypt, hut. was 
preſemed ber with many valuable gifts as a 
reward for her ſervices, and after  paſhng 
the river Jordan,” beſieged Gadars which he 
— Ir agg loſt them 
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by the efforts ef Thoodaiya prince of Phils 
2 | 


At this peried 3 gained the poſt 
ſion of Raphia and Anthedon, and e 
blockaded Gaza; which three years 100. | 


after he entirely ſubdued and deſtroyed, and 
put all the inhabitants to death. 


Grypus, who in dud his marriage 
with queen Cleopatra's danghter, had renewed 
hoſtilities with Cyzicenus, being treacherouſly 
flain by a domeſtic in. whom he 
confided, was ſucceeded by Seleucus © c 97- 
his eldeſt ſon. On the acceſſion of this young 
monarch, his uncle Cyzicenus ſeized Antioch, 
but Seleucus ſuſtained his juſt pretenſions, for 
poſſeſſing the majority of the cities, he eaſily. 
raiſed an effeftual-force for that purpoſe. The 
growing power of. Seleucus, induced Cyzicenus 
to march out of Antioch againſt his 3. 
when being vanquiſhed and ſlain in | 
— — B. c. 9% 


| Inche preceling year, Alexander king of the 
Jews was grokily inſulted while exerciſing his 
2 


Ns temple 
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temple at the feaſt of tabernacles. The populace 
on this occalion formed a mutinous inſurreftion, 
pelted the high - prĩeſt with citrons, and treated 
him with opprobrious contempt. This out- 
rage fo highly incenſed Alexander, he ordered 
his ſoldiers to fall on the people, by whom near 
fix thouſand perſons were killed; and effectually 
to prevent any ſimilar offences, he erefted a 
partition to ſeparate the prieſts court from the 
general aſſembly. Hyrcanus's avowed defec- 
ton from, and extreme diſlike to the Phariſees 
was che latent cauſe of this licentious diſturbance 
to his ſon;as party zeal, whether it be religious or 
civil, ever produces rancour and irreconcilable 
animofities, which often operate on the de- 
ſcendants of thoſe who were the primary cauſe 
of the offence. 


As Alexander Jannzus-perceived the Jews 
were difafſefied towards him, he thought his per- 
with his defence, 'and therefore inſtituted a 
mercenary foreign guard who were Heathens 
fatal effefts of forfeiting the good-will of friends 
and natural allies ; as the ſervice of aliens can- 
not be depended upon beyond the limits re- 


3 > Vi tutes 


f 975 1 
tutes are but palliatives of the inevitable deſlrue- 
tionf'that awaits arbitrary deſpotie proceedings. 
Purchaſed ſecurity is of all other des of de- 
fence, theleaſt to be relied on. 


This formidable” pid when ts had con- 
quered the Moabites and Gileadites, compel- 
led them to become tributary, and e to 
his * 

Antiochus Euſebes the fon of Eyzicenus, 
aſter his father's defeat and death, 
fled to Aradus where he was crowned © ©-93- 
king, and having collefled the ſcattered 
forces, marched againſt Seleucus, whom he 
vanquiſhed and forced to take refuge in Cilicia, 
at a City called Mopſueſtia, where he was ſlain 
by the inhabitants and ſucceeded by Philip his 
brother. Philip and Antiochus the twin ſons 
of Grypus now collefted an army and marched 
againft Mopſueſtia, which they levelled to the 
ground to ſhew reſpet to their deceaſed bro- 
ther. On their return from this expedition, 
they were purſued by Euſebes, and Antiochus 
in endeavouring to effeft his eſcape by ſwim- 
ing on horfeback acroſs the river Orentes'was 
nen 10 Tat "the conteſt” for for 'the Syrian 

N 6 ledes. 
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ſebes. The latter to augment his ſtrengih 
a apogee, 
which diſpleaſing Lathyrus whoſe 
wie ſhe had firſt been, he ſent for Demetrius 
Euczrus Grypus's fourth ſon from Cnidus, 
whom he made king of Damaſcus. Euſebes and 
Philip were too deeply engaged to prevent this 
meaſure, and after great preparations on both 
fides brought their affairs to a deciſive battle; 
in which Euſebes was conquered and fled to 
Parthia for refuge, which eſtabliſhed Philip 
and Demetrius in the Syrian dominions. 


During the adjuſtment of theſe concerns, 
Alexander Jannzus king of Judea commenced 
hoſtilities againſt Obodas an Arabian king, and 
was defeated with the loſs of the greateſt part 
of his army. On his return to Jeruſalem, the 
who in kis proſperity were alienated from 
availed themſelves of his reduced fituation 
aye puck x iy end ey uae 
of ſuperior underſtanding and yndaunted bra- 
very, ſoon raiſed forces to repreſs their efforts. 
2 the foundation of a furious 
civil war, that ſublited between Alexander and 
his people for fix years, which was productive 
of great calamities to both parties and the whole 
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of ri en 
Mithridates 
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PETIT king of Pontus, being Giipleaſed 
- with the Roman ſenate for granting 


the Cappadocians liberty to chuſe a B. C. go. 
king, which excluded Ariarathes whom he had 
appointed to govern Cappadocia, he meditated 
hoſtilities againſt them. To qualify himſelf 
for this arduous undertaking, he married his 
daughter Cleopatra to Tigranes king of Ar- 
menia, and formed an alliance with him for 
the proſecution of the intended war. By 
Cappadocia and Bithynia; and in the ſuc- 
ceeding year Mithridates ſubdued three Ro- 
of Leſſer Ala. The Grecian cities B C. . 
alſo, and the iſlands in the Ægean ſea, revolt - 
ed, from the Romans in favour. of - Mith- 


* . N * 
*, ® * * 
4 * , 
* 90 * 
- 
— * q 
S 4 
4 I PW _ _ | T 
* 2 * 1 "x . © - © * * 
1 19 2 K 


eee 
adminiſtration, ſhe formed a plot againſt his 
life, which he timely diſcovered and prevented 
the execution of, by  facrificing her to his 
reſentment. 8 
act of matricide, by putting Alex-- 
eee 
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lemy Lathyrus from Cyprus, who was thus re- 
eſtabliſhed in, his former dominions. 


he inteſtine war in Judea continued to rage 
with unabated violence, and as Alexander 
perceived reſiſtance was incffeftual, he had re- 
courſe to entreatics and offered as the means 
of accommodation, to grant his people any 
requeſt in reaſon they would demand, and re- 
quired them to declare their wiſhes : they an- 
comented with his cutting his own throat, and 
agree to peace on no other terms,” adding, 
* it would be an extenſion of favour, if they 
could be reconciled to him when he was in 
his grave, from the conſideration of the evils 
cluded all hope of reconciliation, as the reſent- 
ment that death can ſcarcely cancel, muſt be 
of the moſt -implacable kind! © The Jews re- 
folved to proſecute this war with rigour, and 
amplored the aſſiſtance of Demetrius king of 
Damaſcus, who came to their aid withapowerful 
army, with which they conquered Alexander, 
and obliged him to take refuge in the moun- 
tans. His diſtreſaful ſituation induced ſome 
of the vittar's troops to revolt to him, and 
Demetrius fearing this defection would prove 

general, 
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general, left Judea and marched againſt his 
brother whom he beſieged in Berrhœa (now 
Aleppo) after having driven him from Antioch. 
In this enterpriſe, Demetrius was taken' pri- 
ſoner, and ſent as a preſent to Mithridates king 
of Parthia, where he languiſhed and died. 
Great revolutions now took place in Syria, as 
Euſebes recovered the principal part of his 
dominions in that country, but Antiochus 


Dionyſius the ane ſon of SIP ow 
N ops 


In the courſe of this year, Alexander „ 
came to a deciſive battle with his 
rebellious ſubjects, the greater part . C. 87, 
of whom he deſtroyed and put to the rout, 
and beſieged the remainder in Bethome, In 
the ſucceeding campaign, he took the city and 
ſeized the refugees, eight hundred of whom he 
carried to Jeruſalem, and cauſed them to be 
crucified in one day, and their wives and child- 
ren to be ſlain in their light, whule they bung 
dying on their ecroſſes. To increaſe the 
enormity of this horrible ſpettacle, Alexander 
made a feaft for his wives and concubines near 
the place of execution, that they might enjoy 
the proſpett of the torturef ſufferers. Such 
werethe effefts of this wretched king's triumph! 


ſuch 
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fach the barbarity of a high - prieſl with civil 
power! which in the recital excites horror 
and deteſtation, —as humanity is wounded 
when man debaſes his nature by ſuch afts of 
cruelty. 


Sylla the Roman general having obtained 
three victories over Mithridates, his forces 
were driven out of Greece, and in the ſuc- 
ceeding year he was obliged to enter into a 
treaty of peace with the Romans on their own 
ae e vip cnorpighte to 

Sylla, his return to Italy being ne- 
cellary, as at that time there were great di- 
viſions in the ſenate. 


— Ss -”» 


After the departure of Sylla, Murena whom 
he had appointed to the government of Pro- 
per Alia commenced a war againſt Mithridates; 
but as-Sylla diſapproved this meaſure, he re- 
called Murena and thus ended the conteſt. 


During theſe tranſaftions, Philip took Da- 
foon after lain in Arabia, and Aretas king of 
Arabia Petrz was made king of Damaſcus in 
his Read. One of his firſt enterpriſes after his 
acceſſion to the throne, was agaialt Alexander 

in 


cm 


in Juden whom he vanquiſhed, and afterwards 
entered into a ee n ape 
E e ch Try; (ff: mt 01145 D901; 21s 
le G Ut 

As there was a perpetual dia beben the 
princes deſemnded from Seleucus for the ſove- 
reighty of che empire, the Syrians'grew weary 
of the eontbntiun, and refolved to free, them- 
ego en eee ra 
tics over them. Alena en 
their choice fell on Tigmnes king of Armenia, 
to whom/they- ſenv ambaſſatorw1o "requeſt him 


inveſted with royal authority; and Buſebes took 
refuge in Cilicia where he died. As the hiſtory 
does not ſpecify! the fate of Philip, it is pro- 
bable he fell Arp nts © n "mw 
Wn r te 2 * Sr of 2 | 
- Mibkanderby varidus ſucceſsful tt 
recovered the territories he had loſt during his 
civil wars; and alſo Nur v increaſed his 
dommiions by new conqueſts.” Thus crowned 
with · viktory, he returned to Jerufalem aſter an 
abſerice of three years, where he'v was received 
with great demonſtrations of Joy and in the 
courſe 


„ ] _ 


evurle of hs luxurious te was feigett with 
a quarun ue which baffled the aid of ipbyſic, 
and proved fatal to him, thoughuhelaaguiſhed 
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agreed ſhe ſhould be given to him in marriage. 
Alexander being no way attached to Cleopatra 
and wiſhing to have the whole management 
of the kingdom, niurdered her a few days after 
3 eee ee 
— 


bee eee indo. 
family of Egypt were called — 
with other names to diſtinguiſh em. 


Alexander 
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* Alexaiider\ Jannis beltg afMicd with a 
quartan ague that chreatencd his diſſolution, as a 
means of exerciſe and by way of remedy, march- 
ed beyond Jordan wich à powerful army and be- 
ſeged Ragaba in the Gerafenes country. This 

exertion ſo far from alleviating his diforder, 
increifed it, and haftened his death, 
which bappened- in the camp. He W. 27% 


bequeathed his kingdom to Alexandra his queen, 
and left it to her diſcretion which of her ſons 
ſhe would appoint to the ſucceſſion, who were 
named Hyrcanus, and Ariſtobulus. As Alex- 
andra attended her huſband in this expedition, 
in his dying moments ſhe expreſſed her appre- 
henſions to him of the dire effeRtz of the Pha- 
riſees malicious reſentment after his deceaſe; 
which ſhe repreſented as likely to produce the 
utter extirpation of his family. To abate theſe 
fears, and prevent the dreadful conſequences, 
Alexander recommended the following plan to 
be adopted. That his death ſhould be con- 
cealed till Ragaba was taken; and afterwards 
adviſed Alexandra to return in triumph to 
Jeruſalem, and cauſe his corpſe to be carried 
thither. On her arrival in the city, he inſiruc- 
ted her to ſummon the chiefs of the Phariſarcal 
ſect, and deliver his body to them to be treate ED 
with the i ignominy they thought i it deſerved, or 


o 
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tobe diſpoſed of as they otherwiſe judged fit ; ſhe 
was alſo to aſſure them, that ſhe would give the 
prime direftion of the government to them, and 
alt in every reſpe& conformable to their wiſhes. 
Theſe meaſures, he aſſured her, would avert the 
perſecution the dreaded. Soon after Alex- 
ander had given this politic, counſel, he ex- 
which ſucceeded ſo effeQually, that the Phariſees 
changed the bitter hatred againſt their deceaſed 
monarch into the moſt reſpetiſul yeneration ; 
and when his body was delivered, to them, 
io far from treating, it. with Contempt, they 
cauſed it to be interred with great ſplendor, 
and paid every poſſible mark of reſpekt to his 
remains. So effeftually did the profpett of 
power operate on their minds, it produced an 
utter extinftion of their deep rooted enmity. 


6G. 
ployed in revoking the decrees in their diſ- 
favour iſſued by John Hyrcanus, and reſtoring 
the traditions they ſo implicitly revered. They 
alſo releaſed all of their own fide who were 
impnioned during the civil wars, and recalled 
the exiles diſperſed in foreign parts, which con- 
fiderably increaſed their numbers, and render- 
ed 


+ 
ed them «powerful body. "The q queen. on on her 
acceſſion to the throne, made” Hyrcanus her 
eldeft ſon high · prieſt, and was ſoon ſo reſtrained 


in her prerogative, ſhe had no privilege of 
ſovereignty left but the name. 


Tigranes King of Armenia, having built 2 
large new city named Tigranocerta (the city of 
Tigranes) he depopulated many cities in Leſſer 
Afia, Aﬀyria, and other parts of his domjnions, 
to ſtock it with inhabitants. The a 
Romans alſo at this period, reduced chan 76. 
Bithynia, Libya, and Cyrene, into provinces 
under their power; even the kings of thoſe_ 
countries at their deaths e * 


Mitte by "EE ebene ang 1. : 
thinia, and cauſing the provinces of Leſſer Alia. T 
to revolt from the Romans, com- 
menced the third Mithridatic war. B. 0 74. 
In the fucceeding y year, M. Cotta and I. Lucyl-. 
us the Roman confuls were =, 
Mithridates ; Cotta had Bithy nia A fgned him 
for is prboinck and 4 ea Proper bY - 
Citicia, an Cappadocia.” As . was not; 
Killed in the mili itaty ſcience, he was vanquiſh- 


ed by Mithridates in both ſea and land encoun- 
ters. 
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ters. The laſt being elated. with his victories, 
beſieged Cyzicus but was obliged by the vigo- 
rous efforts of Lucullus to raiſe the ſiege, after 
having loſt the moſt. conſiderable part of his 
army. 5 


The Phariſaical rulers in Judea; now cruelly 
oppreſſed all thoſe who in the former 

*. C 7* reign had avowed ſentiments contra- 
ry to their principles and practices. They form- 
ed unjuſt acculations againſt them, impriſoned 
and put many to death. The adherents of the 
late king perceiving there was no proſpeR of 
the Phariſees reſentment ſubſiding, formed a 
party with . Ariſtobulus the queen's youngeſt 


fon, and went into her preſence to beſeech that 
their grievances might be redreſſed, in conſi- 
deration of their zealous attachment to her late 
huſband, Alexandra commiſerated their diſ- 
trelſes, though ſhe was at a loſs what meaſure to 
vernment were held by their, adverſarics. 
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As: Alexmrdrz's evib: miniſters would: not per- 
mit her ta ſecure her:huſband's friends from 
into foreign conntries,: ſſie granted their re- 
queſt of taking refuge in the garriſons. This 
proved an eſſectuab protection for them, and 
kept them prepared to att oſfenſrvely, or de- 
* el Oe ORR of- their eee re- 

| Minhidates: e Aden ur . dea 
into Pontus and left his forceh ors the Allan 
coaſt ; which were ſoon; vanquiſhed by Locul- 
lus, and his fleet alſo was captured. The con- 
queror: after this viflory purſued: Mitmidates 
into Pontus, where heibefreged Amiſus, and Eu- 
patoria the metiopolis of the kingdom. After 
various encounters the, vikiary e „ 4 0. 
obtained by bucullus, wha compel?ꝰ⸗- 6.21 
led NMithridates to depart: "_ = Porn, and 
e eee | n 298251 

At 

ch 3 * 
wife of her brother Lackyras, being difappoünt- 
ed: in Herd antempt/ of placing herſelf en the 
throne'of Egypt, endeavoured to ts e 
Syria poſſe lions : which fo ere | 
. 2. K 20. 
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of Armenia, he in conſequence beſieged Ptole- 
mais, and when he had reduced the place, con - 
veyed Silene to Seleucia in Meſopotamia, where | 
he ſoon put an end to herexiſtence. | Tbeopera- 
tions of Tigranes againſt Ptolemais | alarmed 
of his power an the borders of her dominions, 
ſent ambaſſadors to Tigranes to ſeek his friend- 
0 her requeſt > for the intoads of the Romans 
in Pontus and Cappadocia rendered his kee. 
m ‚ ⏑ tj 


Drin a was 
met by Publius Clodius who was charged with 
to declare war.” 'The familiarity of Clodius 
in this interview diſguſted Tigranes, and the 
as it was only addreſſed to king Tigranes; 
havughty monarch, who bad aſſumed the title of 
* king of kings,” and to realize this pretenſion, 
had cauſed ſeveral petty princes whom he had 
fubdued, to wait on him as ſervants and attend 
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to run before, and by the ſide of. his carriage, 
and to ſerve him im menial offices. To 
revenge this degradation of his dignity, and 

abaſement of hisſelf-confidence-and arrogance, 
Tigranes in the letter ob refuſal he ſent to 
Lucullus reſpecting Mithridates, directed it 
ſimply to ere e 1h the addition of Im- 
ee cat e | 


This inſolent n . dis 3 
to declare war-againft Tigranes, and Lucullus 
after he had taken the cities of Synope and 
Amilus/in-Pontas, marched . 


invadedy.[Tigranocert, 0c 


Wee Be attack of thi Bouzzze << 
declaration of | hoſtilities, he conſulted Mith- 
ridates his father-in-law concerning the mode 
of defence for their mutual preſervation. In 
conſequence of this' conference, Mithridates 
returned into Pontus with a powerful force, 
but ſoon hearing of Tigranes's defeat, he pre- 
pared to go to his aid. He only arrived time 
enough to condole with him on the misfortune, 
and meditate plans for a new recruit of forces. 
Lucullus greatly neglected the advantage he 
had obtained over ITigranes, and loſt the op- 
portunity of putting a vitorious period to the 

Vor. Il. e war; 
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war; which diſguſted the Romans and weaken- 
ed his intereſt. In the ſucceedi 
B. C. 68. car, Tigrancs by the aid of Mich. 
ridates and the recall of his diſperſed forces 
was enabled again to give Lucullus battle, but 
was defeated. After this victory (which was 
in a great meaſure obtained by the ill con- 
duct of Mithridates) Lucullus would have pro- 
ceeded to Artaxata the old chief city of Ar- 
menia, where Tigranes's family and treaſures 
were ſecured, which would have brought the 
conteſt to a criſis; but his troops would 
not follow him fo far North, he was therefore 
VERIO ny pre 
N02 $6 we" Wh: AER | | 


Two years previous bee Ar 
menia, queen Alexandra died at an advanced 
age. She was a princeſs of exemplary wiſdom 
and prudence, and excluſive of her implicit 
obedience to the Phariſees, wielded the ſceptre 
of royalty with moderation and dignity. ' Ariſ- 
tobulus, Alexandra's youngeſt ſon,” when he 
perceived his mother paſt all hope of recovery, 
being reſolved if poſſible to aſſume the govern- 
ment at her deceaſe, privately departed from 
Jeruſalem and repaired to the garriſons -where 
the adherents to his father r N 

They 
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They readily eſpouſed his cauſe, and viel 
the fortreſſes to his power, which ſtrengthened 
his pretenſions to the kingdom. Great num- 
bers alſo repaired to him, from the hope of 
ſubduing the. Pharilees ; who, when they per- 
ceived the popularity of Kriſtobulus, ſet up 
Hyrcanus their zealous partiſan,,.. in oppo- 
ſition to his brother, with whom they went 
to the dying queen, to implore her protec- 
tion and aſſiſtance: but ſhe excuſed herſelf 
from taking any part in the diſpute on account 
of her approaching end, and after having con- 
ſigned all her concerns to the management of 
the Phariſees, died and left the kingdom to her 
eldeſt ſon Hyrcanus the high Prieſt. 


The Phariſees had —— the 3 and. 
children of Ariſtobulus as hoſtages ; but even 
this meaſure did not intimidate the gallant, | 
competitor for the throne. He ſoon raiſed a 
powerful army to ſupporthis pretenſions againſt 
the oppreſſive adminiſtration of the Phariſees ; 
and they with the party of Hyrcanus collected 
another, which met and came to a deciſiye 
encounter near Jericho. As great part of the 
adverſe party revolted to Ariſtobulus, Hyr- 
canus had no other alternative than to enter 
into terms of accommodation with his bro- 
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ridates an opportunity to recover 


I ge ] 

ther. The conditions of this treaty were, that 
Hyrcanus ſhould cede the crown and ſacer- 
dotal office to Ariſtobulus and live as a pri- 
vate man under the authority of his ſove- 

reign. Hyrcanus being naturally 
BCG ia ſupine diſpoſition and loving 
eaſe, ſubmitted to this injunQtion, which great- 
ly extinguiſhed the Phariſaical feuds. 


The deſecbon of Lucullus's army 2 Mith- 
veral poſ- 

ſelhons in Pontus, and mach diſtreſt the Ro- 
mans left in that country for the defence of 
the newly acquired poſſeſſions. Lucullus after 
many fruitleſs efforts prevailed on his mutinous 
troops to relieve the oppreſſed Romans in 
Pontus, but came too late, as the army under 
Triarius was deſtroyed before their arrival. 
This unfortunate circumſtance fo incenſed Lu- 
cullus's troops againſt him, that they refuſed to 
obey his orders, and ravaged the 

B. C. 66. country without control; which 
occafioned Pompey's being appointed to ſu- 
Lucullus in the command. When 
Pompey arrived in Galatia, the degraded ge- 
neral reſigned the power into his hands, 'and 


3 
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- Previous t to any warlike chtorpriſes Vans 
formed an alliance with Phraates king of Par- 
thia, and offered terms of peace to Mithridates. 
Theſe he refuſed, thinking himſelf ſecure of 
the king of Parthia's friendſhip-: on finding the 
contrary, he reſolved on haraſſing the Roman 
troops, rather than encountering them in battle. 
This plan of intercepting their proviſions and 
deſolating the country through which they 
paſſed, diſtreſſed Pompey ; who, notwithſtand- 
ing, furpriſed Mithridates 1 in the night, and 
deſtroyed the majority of his army. He or- 
dered a city to be erefted on the ſpot, called 


Nicopolis, to rn the 1 of 
the W 1 


Nite 8 after „ e a „en 
formed by his ſon againſt him, who afterwards 
fled: to Pompey, and conduQted him into his 
father's dominions, was involved in great dif- 
ficulties, as he was not able to contend with 
ſuch an intrepid adverſary. _Mithridates, after 
his defeat, implored the aſſiſtance of Tigranes, 
and requeſted refuge in his kingdom, which 
Tigranes refuſed, and alſo meanly offered a 


reward of an hundred talents for the head of 
that reduced monarch. 


O 3 When 
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When 3 — in Armenia, Ti. 
granes was fo intimidated, he came into the 
Roman camp and reſigned his perſon and 
kingdom to the diſpoſal of Pompey ; and ha- 
vang deprived himſelf of the enſigns of royalty, 
proftrated himſelf at his adverſary's feet. This 
humiliating abaſement awakened the compal. 
non of the conqueror, who condeſcended to 
leap from his ſeat and raiſe the. depreſſed 
monarch from the ground ; and after putting 
a crown on his head, feated him at his right- 
hand, and his fon at his left, and generouſly 
appointed-the next day for the deciſion of his 
concerns. Tigranes's ſon was ſummoned on 
this occaſion, but refuſed to attend, to ſhew 
diſreſpeRt to his father. In the determination 
of the cauſe reſpefting Tigranes's dominions, 
it was agreed he ſhould pay the Romans a large 
tribute for commencing war againſt them, and 
reſign all his-conqueſts on this fide the Eu- 
phrates. On theſe conditions, Tigranes was 
to govern the kingdom of Armenia, and his 
fon was to preſide in Gordiana and Sophena, 
two neighbouring provinces, and at his father's 


Whilſt 
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Whilt Pompey engaged 3 
the Iberians, Albanians, and the B. C. 65 


Colcheans, as allies of Mithridates, 
he fled into the kingdom of Cimmerian Boſ- 
phorus (now Crim Tartary) where Pompey 
could not poſſibly purſue him. The Roman 
general now marched into Syria, and having 
ſubdued Ccelo-Syria and Damaſcns,- he put an 
end to the reign of the Seleucide, and the 
empire was reduced into the form of a Ro- 
NOD | | | 


Thyefcwingcy of Ptolemy, ſurnamed Alex- 
ander, king of Egypt, diſguſted his fubjeas 
ſo much, they rebelled againſt him, and at 
length dethroned him, and eſtabliſhed Ruletes 
in the government, an 1 mn 
ion bee l 0538 
n 21 Hal 
At Apes . 4. | 
dea, by the inftigation and aid of . C. 64 | 
-Antipater governor of Idumea and F 
the father of king Herod, whoſe ' ambitious 
views were fruſtrated by Hyrcanus's removal 
from public life; which induced him to aim 
at reinſtating him in the high offices he had 
beld. For this purpoſe, he gained the pro- 
miſe of * of Arabia Petrea to ſend a 
O04 - powerful 
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powerful army on behalf of Hyrcanus, whom 
Aatipater found difficult to rouſe from ina&ti- 
vity, till he was perſuaded his life was in dan- 
ger. and that there was no alternative, but 
reigning or being murdered. This induced 
him to fly for refuge to Aretas, who brought 
him back to Jadea with a formidable army, 
that gave battle to Ariſtobulus's troops and 
entirely ſubdued them, and afterwards pur- 
ſued Aritobulus and his party to Jeruſalem, 
and beſieged them in the mountain of the 
temple. The prieſts ſupported their defeated 
monarch, but the majority of the people de- 
clared for Hyrcanus. As this ſcene of con- 
happened in the time of the paſſover, Ari- 
Robulus was at a loſs for victims to ſacrifice, 
ham with lambs and beaſts, for which he gave 
them the ſtipulated fam. Afterwards they re- 
fuſed to deliver the viftims, which was an 
impious aggravation of the treacherous viola- 
tion of their promiſe. At this alarming junc- 
ture, Scaurus arrived at Damaſcus with a Ro- 
man army, whoſe aſſiſtance, both the contend- 


to depart from Judea, or be ſubjeR to the re- 


ſentment 
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ſentment of the Romans. This requiſition 
obliged him to raiſe the ſiege; after which he 
was purſued by Ariſtobulus, and defeated with 
great flaughter; amongſt the 'flatn was a bro- 
ther of Antipater. Pompey, on his return 
into Syria, was applied to by the agents of 
Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus, to take part in their 
diſputes, and aſcertain which had the moſt juſt 

2 Woe Ore m 1— 
0 -- 7235 11 Ae n 
N Was _ to return into „e 
before he could decide the conteſt, to oppoſe 
the warlike preparations making by Mithri- 
dates in Boſphorus. This monarch had ſued 
for peace, but would not requeſt it in perſon 
as Pompey haughtily ' demanded, therefore 
the treaty was not 'ratified. Mithridates, de- 
ſpairing of terms of accommodation with the 
Romans on honourable conditions, reſolved on 
the plan of penetrating into Italy, and affault- 
and thereforeſent agents to engage the Gauls to 
aſſiſt him in the undertaking. This enterpriſe _ 
appeared impratticable to his army, who, to 
avoid its conſequent difficulties, revolted from 
Thus deſerted, and even by his on ſon, this 
NE CE IE TI WEEN 
0 5 ſeclual 
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feQtual means of cloſing his troubles, retired 
to his apartments, adminiſtered poiſon to his 
wives, concubines, and daughters, and took 
a large doſe himſelf of that deſtruftive venom ; 
which not operating ſo ſpeedily as he wiſhed, 
he thruſt his ſword into his body, which fail- 
mg, he compelled a foldier to put a period to 
B. C. 6g. his exiſtence, dreading the being de- 
- livere lup to grace a Roman triumph. 
This prince was liberally endowed by nature, 
and greatly improved by mental cultivation: 
he was alſo of an enterpriſing ſpirit, —_ 
liked to execute important undertakings; his 

vices were as great as his yirtues, which was 
manifeſted by various - inſtances of cruelty, 
treachery, and unbounded gratification of his 
ſenſual appetites. The moſt beloved of his 
wives were Hypſicratia and Stratonice; the 
former for her maſculine ſpirit, as ſhe always 
rode by his fide in all his battles: the latter 
for her beauty, whom Mithridates placed in a 
caſtie guarded with a ſtrong party in Pontus, 
which Pompey afterwards granted to her on 
delivering the place to him; but for this trea- 
cherous aft, her ſon, then with Mithridates, 
was caried in view of the caſtle and murdered 
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On Pompey's arrival at Damaſcus, the cauſe 
of Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus came before him; 
and the contending parties, according to his 
order, appeared in perſon to urge their reſpec- 
tive pleas. Pompey, when he had heard both 
ſides of the queſtion, evaded giving judgment, 
which he deferred till he came again into Ju- 
dea. Ariſtobulus perceiving Pompey inclined 
to favour his brother, precipitately left Da- 
maſcus and repaired to Judea; where he made 
ſuch watlike preparations as to excite Pompey's 
reſentment. Accordingly, after having com- 
pleted the Arabian war, he commenced hoſti- 
ities againſt Ariſtobulus, who retreated into 
his caſtle of Alexandria at the entrance of 
Judea, from whence Pompey ſummoned 
him. Ariſtobulus was with difficulty pre- 
vailed on to comply; but after much per- 
ſuaſion, he had ſeveral interviews with Pom- 

pey, and having pleaded his own cauſe, re 
turned to the caſtle, which he endeavoured to 
fortify with invincible ſtrength. This mea- 
ſure diſpleaſed Pompey, and induced him to 
require the immediate delivery of all fortified 
places into his hands. Ariſtobulus was too 
weak to refuſe this order, though immediately 
after that humiliating ſubmiſſion, he repaired to 
Jeruſalem, and made more preparations for 
O 6 , the 
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the aftual commencement of hoſtilities. Pom- 
pey followed him thither, fixed his camp at 
Jericho, and from thence marched to Jeru- 
falem. Ariſtobulus repenting of the provo- 
cations he had offered to Pompey, propoſed 
conciliatory meaſures, which were accepted ; 
but as the terms were not afterwards com- 
plied with, and the gates of Jeruſalem were 
mut againk the officers who went to demand 
the promiſed tribute, Pompey beſieged. the 
city, which, from its ſituation and fortifica- 
tons, would have been enabled to make a 
Rrong reſiſtance, had not the internal party 
diviſions proved an advantage to the enemy. 
Ariſtobulus s adherents were for the vigorous 
defence of the city, and the partiſans of Hyr- 
canus were for yielding to Pompey, who had 
taken Ariſtobulus captive on his firſt aſſault of 
Jeraſalem. His cauſe. was eſpouſed by the 
pneſts, who endeavoured. to ſupport their ſo- 
vereign, and defend the temple; but the ma- 
jority were on the ſide of Hyrcanus, who ſup- 
plied Pompey with proviſions, and aſſiſted him 
in the proſecution of the ſiege. Pompey judici- 
oully preſſed the attack at the part of the temple 
moſt ealy of acceſs. He offered terms of 
peace, which were rejected by the beſieged, 
who relifted the affaults of Pompey bravely 
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for three, months, but at length by the ſkilful 
manceuvres. of the enemy's. army, and the 
Jews permitting them to build up their works 
and engines on the Sabbath-day without mo- 
leſtation, they forced their entrance into the 
ſacred precincts, on the very day which, the 
Jews kept as a ſolemn faſt for the taking je- 
ruſalem and the temple. by Nebuchadnezzar ; 
after which a dreadful carnage enſued, near 
twelve thouſand being ſlain. It is worthy of 
obſeryation, that the zeal of the priefls.was ſo 
great in the, diſcharge of their ſacred function. 
they did not defiſt from the holy exerciſes they 
were engaged in, notwithſtanding they were 
involved i in the dire effects of the victor s tri- 
umph. A ſenſe of their, own; danger, did not 
abate their, reverence: for the ſervice of God, 
and they continued the rites, of n till they 
* bands of the enemy... 


| 8 * Pompey had 3 polleſſion of the 
temple, by the licentious prerogative B. c. 65 

of war he and his chief command- 
ers penetrated into the moſt facred, pans, of 
the boly edifice, which was a grievous cir- 
cumſtance to the Jews. He afterwards exa- 
mined the treaſures depoſited in the temple, 
wry, conſiſted of. two. thouſand - talents in 


Mage money, 
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money, beſides the holy veſſels and other ſa- 
cred things of great value, which he did not con- 
vert to his own uſe, but left for the ſervices 
t which they were appropriated. The next 
day he ordered the temple to be cleanſed out, 
and direfted worſhip to be performed therein 
a uſual; but this meaſure did not expiate the 
profanation offered the temple. The future effects 
of divine diſpleaſure againſt him being evident for 
this impious act; as Pompey from thenceforward 
failed in his expeditions, who before in all his 
enterpriſes had been crowned with victory. 
Pompey ordered the walls of Jeruſalem to be 
deſtroyed, and reſtored Hyrcanus to the office 
of high-prieft, and alſo made him prince of 
Juden on condition of becoming tributary to 
the Romans, but deprived him of his diadem 
and other enfigns of royalty, and of all poſ- 
fellions beyond the old limits of Judea. Pom- 
— ener Ipancancer\_ 
ONES. 


Aer bevitg aides theſe concerns, he 


proceeded to Rome, and took with him Ariſ- 
edbulus, and his two ſons and two daughters, 
w grace his triumph. Alexander the eldeſt 
of Ariftobolus's ſons, made his eſcape and 
fled to Jude; the conſequences of which will 

hereafter 
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hereafter be related. On Pompey's arrival at 
Amiſus, Pharnaces the ſon of Mithridates ſent 
him the body of his deceaſed father; of which 
the valiant conqueror made no other uſe, than 
to cauſe it to be magnificently interred, to 
evince he diſdained to triumph over an adver- 
ſary, when death had cancelled the diſpute. 
After having taken immenſe treaſures and 
ſpoils from the caſtles at Telaura and other 
places, and granting Pharnaces the kingdom 
of Boſphorus, Pompey marched.into Aſia, and 
took up his winter quarters in the city of 
Epheſus, where he beſtowed great rewards on 
his officers. In the ſpring he pro- 

ceeded from thence into Italy, and B. C. 68. 
on his arrival at Rome in an oration to the 
Senate, enumerated his various exploits. and 
the wide extenſion of the Roman empire. 
In conſideration of theſe ſignal victories, a 
public triumph was decreed to reward his 
gallant ſervices, and by his own deſire his birth- 
day was appointed for the celebration of this 
feſtival, which laſted for the ſpace of two days. 
This. jubilee was obſerved with magnificence 
and great demonſtrations of joy : 'to grace the 
triumph, three hundred and twenty-four of the 
moſt noble captives were led before Pompey, 
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and his fon Antigonus; Olthaces king of Col. 
chos; Tigranes the fon of the king of Ar. 
menia who had fallen under Pompey's diſplea- 

fure, and five ſons and two daughters of Mith- 
ridates king of Pontus. Theſe tokens of 
triumph, unlike moſt of a ſimilar nature, were 
unattended with cruelty ; as the noble captives 
after they had ſerved as trophies to' grace the 
victor 's triumph, were conveyed to their na- 
tive homes, excepting Ariſtobulus and Ti- 
of honour had the name of Magnus, or Great, 
given unto him; and this æra was literally the 
zenith of Pompey's glory, as from thencefor- 
ward his power and fame declined: the cloſe 
—— 
fatal circumſtances. | 


In conſequence of a confederacy being this 
year formed between Pompey, Craſ- 

EC bo. % and Julius Cæſar, for their re- 
ciprocal ſupport in the Roman ſenate, they 
had the whole power veſted in themſelves 
{hence called the Triumvirate) which was in 
the end produftive of civil diſcord, and of 
the republic being changed into a monarchi- 
chal form of government. Theſe great men 
; aQuated 
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actuated by different motives. Craſſus whilſt 
he lived preſerved the balance of power; but 
after his death, the unbounded ambition of his 
colleagues produced oppoſite fattions, and a 
deſtrutctive civil war, as the one could not bear 
to be equalled, nor the other to be excelled: 
which occaſioned a long conteſt who ſhould 
„ u the entire eee 

W ; 


Sada this confederacy, 

was appointed conſul of Rome, 
who compelled Bibulus to reign B. © 59 
the public affairs to his entire management, 
which he ſo ordered as to acquire immenſe 
riches for his own private uſe, by the ſums he 
extorted from foreign powers to have their 
prerogatives confirmed. This increaſe of 
wealth was the primary foundation of Julius 
Cæſar's future greatneſs. During his conſul- 
ſhip, he obtained a grant that at the expiration 
of his office, he ſhould be appointed pro- 
conſul for five years of Illyricum and both the 
Gauls, with the grant of a powerful army to' 
ſuſtain his authority. Gabinius being choſen 
conſul in the room of Julius Czar, Syria was 
allotted for his province by the intereſt of 
Clodius a young man nobly deſcended, but of 
diſſolute 
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dulſolute principles, who at that _ was 
tribune of the people. ; | 


In conſequence of Clodius having had an 
amour with the wife of Lacullas his 
B. C. 58. own ſiſter, and corrupted two other 
ſiſters, alſo Pompeia, Cæſar's wife, he was 
publickly tried for the offence, but eſcaped due 
puniſhment by bribes, and became à plebian 
to be choſen a tribune. As Cicero the fa- 
mous Roman orator was one of the chief 
_ witneſſes and pleaders againſt Clodius, he 
Tought the deſtruction of that great man, and 
of Ptolemy king of Cyprus becauſe he would 
not give a ranſom for him when he was cap. 
tured by pirates. To eſſect theſe 'baſe pur- 
Poles, Cato a man of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
reputation in Rome, was ſent to Cyprus to 
drive Ptolemy from thence, and take poſſeſ. 
fron of his treaſures; it being the intention 
of Clodius to gloſs this oppreſſive meaſure, 
by the great repute Cato was held in by all 
ranks of people. 


On Cato's arrival at Rhodes, he endea- 
voured to perſuade Ptolemy to acquiefce to 
the terms propoſed ; but-the ambitious monarch 
could not ſubmit to ſurvive his power, he 

therefore 
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therefore. amaſſed together his treaſures, with 
which he embarked, intending to,-periſh with 
them by ſinking the ſhip that contained his 
life and riches: but his refolution failing 
through love to his wealth, he returned to the 
ſhore and poiſoned himſelf, by which means 
his enemies were enriched, and Cato con- 
veyed his unmenſe treaſures to Rome in great 
triumph. jo * 


Clodius availed himſeif of the abſence of 
Cato to impeach Cicero; as the former's ſtrict 
adherence to juſtice would have proved an 
obſtacle to his malign intentions. The charge 
againſt Cicero was couched under the form of 
an accuſation, for having during his conſul- 
ſhip put to death ſeveral perſons concerned in 
Cataline's conſpiracy, without their being 
legally tried. By this means Clodius obtained 
the deſired revenge he ſought; as he cauſed 
Cicero to be baniſhed Rome and Italy, who 
during his proſcription reſided in Greece. 


Nearly at this period the Egyptians expelled 
Auletes their king, and made Be- 
renice his daughter queen, who * . 
married Seleucus Cybroſactes the only re- 
maining branch of the Seleucian family. He 

| being 
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deing of a fordid diſpoſition, Berenice ſoon 
grew weary of him: one of the chief inſtances 
of his avarice, was his robbing the ſepulchre 
of Alexander the Great of the golden caſe that 
held his remains; which with other circum. 
Rances confirmed the queen's averſion againſt 
him fo much, that ſhe cauſed him to be put 
to death, and married Archelaus the . e 
of Comana in Pontus. 


Alexander the ſon of Ariſtobulus having 
made his eſcape from captivity, repaired to Je- 
rulalem and raiſed a large army, with which 
he feized ſeveral fortified places. Hyrcanus 
being unprepared to meet his adverſary in 
battle, and not permitted by the Romans to 
rebuild the walls of Jeruſalem, beſought their 
aid. Accordingly, Gabinius the Roman pre- 
fident of Syria, marched into Judea with a 
powerful force which eafily ſubdued Alex- 
ander, and produced, through the mediation of 
Alexander's mother, a treaty of peace which was 
eſtabliſhed with that young prince. GCabi- 
nius after he had taken a ſurvey of the ad- 
zacent country, went to Jeruſalem and reſtored 
Hyrcanus to the office of high- prieſt. He alſo 
by the delire of the people, changed the civil 
government from monarchy to ariſtocracy ; 

as 


[ 309 J 

as the oppreſſion of their princes rendered them 

averſe to ſovereign authority. The public 
affairs had been conducted hitherto under regal 
power, by two councils or courts of juſtice, 
called the Great and Leſſer Sanhedrim. Of 
the former there was only one at Jeruſalem, of 
the latter there was one-in every city, but two 
at Jeruſalem. Theſe Gabinius aboliſhed, and 
inſtituted five courts or Sanhedrims for the 
diſcharge of the national buſineſs, at the fol- 
lowing places: Jeruſalem, Jericho, Gadara, 
Amathus, and Sephoris, where: the inhabitants 
of each province were to apply for the redreſs 
of their grievances and diſtribution of juſtice. 
Gabinius who made theſe alterations, was one 
of Pompey's chief officers when Jeruſalem was 
ſubdued, and was afterwards made conſul of 
Rome and governor of Syria. As Gabinius 
had undertaken to reſtore Auletes 

to the kingdom of Egypt, he dif B. c 56. 

patched Mark Antony his general of horſe 


into thoſe parts, who took Peluſium, which in- 
duced Gabinius to march alſo into ? 


the Egyptian dominions with! his ©: C. 55 
whole army, where he vanquiſhed and ſlew 
Archelaus who had married queen Berenice, 
and thereby re-cflabliſhed Auletes on the 


throne. 


During 
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During the abſence of Gabinius, great con- 
tention had ariſen in Syria from the ill conduct 
of Siſenna his ſon, and the ſmall force that 
was left for the defence of the province. The 
country was infeſted with a dangerous banditti, 
thieves and plunderers, who committed de- 
predations with impunity. Alexander ſeized 
- this ſeaſonable junfture to raiſe new diſturb- 
ances in Judea, and with the forces he had 
colletted haraſſed the Romans, and at length 
beſieged them on Mount Gerizim, where Ga- 
binius came to their relief and defeated Alex- 
ander. After this he ſettled his affairs in Syria, 
and proceeded to Rome; Craſſus having been 
appointed to ſupercede him in the government, 
as great complaints had been made of his cor- 
rupt adminiſtration. 


Craſſus on his arrival in Syria, was inſatiably 
eager in. the purſuit of riches, and 

B. C 51 therefore ſaerilegeouſly plundered 
the temple at Jeruſalem of treaſures, to the 
value of two millions of pounds ſterling. 
Afterwards he ſet out on the proſecution of the 
Parthian” war, in which he gained conſider- 
able advantages. Beſides the acquifition of 
ſeveral cities in Meſopotamia, he greatly en- 
— Sg the utmoſt his 
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rapacious thirſt for plunder. Having wintered 
in Syria, he the next year marched 3. C 
with his army over the Euphrates. 53. 
On his arrival, at Meſopotamia, he was deluded 
by the ſpecious advice of an Arab who, under- 
took to conduct him to an advantageous fitu- 
ation for combat, but ſecretly meant to betray 
him to his enemies. By the treachery of this 
man they were led into a ſandy deſert, where 
the Parthians attacked Craſſus at a great advan- 
tage, and made much ſlaughter amongſt the Ro- 
man troops. - Craſſus, obliged to retreat with 
the remaining part of his army, again con- 
fided in another treacherous guide who eſſected 
his ruin; for after having traverſed bogs and 
fens, he was overtaken by his adverſaries and 
flain. His head and hands were cut off, and 
ſent. as trophies: to Orodes the Parthian, king, 
who was celebrating his ſon's marriage with a 
ſiſter of Artabazes king of Armenia, when he 
received them; and then ich the barbarity that 
often attends triumph, or probably by way of 
ſeornꝭ as if le / would thus ſatiate Craſſus s greedy 
thirſt for money which had animated him to the 
war, he cauſed; ry 10 hea ae eg 
his: mouth.) 4.71 f 16 if aps + of 
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Caſſius one of the officers in this unfortunate 
expedition, had fled into Syria with a ſmall 
detachment of troops before Craſſus's death, as 
he ſuſpefted the fincerity of his guides; and 
there he took ſuch meaſures for the defence 
of the province, as enabled him to reſiſt the 
Parthians, who preſently invaded Syria from 
the idea of their now being able eaſily to re- 
duce it; but they perceiving their miſtake, re- 
treated with intention to make preparations 
for a ſecond incurſion. After Caſſius had ſet- 
tled his concerns in Tyre, he marched into 
Judea, and beſieged Tarichea where Pitholaus 
the head of Ariſtobulus's party had taken 
ſhelter, whom by the advice of Antipater he 
put todeath, and compelled Alexander to agree 
to the terms of peace he propoſed, and then 
marched to the Euphrates to oppoſe the Par- 


At this period M. Calpurnius Bibulus was 
appointed governor of Syria, and 

B. C. 51 Marcus Tullius Cicero who had been 
recalled from baniſhment, had the province of 
ment. As Bibulus did not take the immediate 
charge of his appointed truſt, Caſſius continued 
to condutt the public concerns of Syria: there- 


fore 


_ 
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fore when the Parthians beſieged Antioch, that 
intrepid hero valiantly defended the city, 
and after having killed their general, obliged 
them to retreat with great loſs. Bibulus arriving 
ſoon after this, Caſſius reſigned the govern- 
ment into his hands, and returned to Rome. 


In the ſucceeding year the Parthians renew- 


"ed their attack on Antioch, in 
| which place they belieged Bibulus © C. 50. 
and all his forces. However no bad conſe- 
quences enſued, for Bibulus craftily- raiſed a 
ſedition againſt Orodes king of Parthia, by the 
aſſiſtance of a noble Parthian, that operated 
ſo effectually, Orodes was obliged to deſiſt from 
the proſecution of hoſtilities and return to 
protect his own dominions : which delivered 
the province of Syria at that time from the 
ravages of war. Nearly at this period, Bibulus 
received the afflictive tidings of the death of 
his two ſons, who had been ſlam in Egypt by 


ſome of the Roman troops left to defend - 


Ptolemy Auletes, whom Gabinius had reſtored 
to his kingdom, but who died this. year. 
Cleopatra, afterwards the miſtreſs of Mark 
Antony, and her brother, who ſucceeded their 


father in the government of Egypt, ſent the 


murderers to Bibulus, to receive the puniſhment 
Vol. II. P he 
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he thought proper to inflict; who with the re- 
folution of a Roman, ſent them back with this 
meſſage, * The revenge of an injury did not 
belong to him, but to the Roman ſenate.” 


The diſputes between Pompey and Cæſar now 
increaſedtoa great height, and the conteſt could 
only be decided by the ſword ; which gave riſe 
to thoſe wars that proved eventually fatal to both 
parties. With a view to commence hoſtilities 
Czſarpaſſed the Rubicon from Gaul, which in- 
duced Pompey and his party to leave Rome and 
haſten to Brunduſium, from thence to proceed 
to Epirus. Cæſar purſued him thither, but 
could not prevent his paſſage from that port. 
Early this ſpring, Pompey ſailed from 
B. C 49. Brunduſium, and landed his forces 
on the other fide of the Adriatic to augment 
his army. After Pompey's departure from Brun- 
duſium, Caſar in a ſhort ſpace of time reduced 
all Italy under his power; on which he repaired 
to Rome, and by his flattering promiſes ſoothed 


the populace, aſſuring them he would adopt 
meafares to promote the welfare of the people, 
and the eſtabliſhment of the republic. He alſo 
releaſed Ariſtobulus king of Judea out of pri- 
fon, and ſent him into his own country with 

Bs, a powerful 
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a powerful force, to lrengthen his intereſt in 
Syria, Phœnicia, and Arabia. The partiſans 
of Pompey diſcovered this meaſure, and in 
order effectually to fruſtrate it, poiſoned Ariſ- 
tobulus, and beheaded his ſon Alexander; 
becauſe he had raiſed pops in e of 
his father's return. 

As the NT Re of Spain was in Pompey's 
hands, Cæſar went thither and ſubdued the 
officers and troops in his adverſaries inter- 
eſt, and having ſecured the province on his 
own behalf, he proceeded to Rome, and ſoon 
after landed his ſeven legions on the Grecian 
fide of the Adriatic to engage Pompey, who 
had alſo collefted a powerful force. In the 
ſpring both parties prepared for ac- PR 
tion, and when Antony arrived with 48. 
the remaining part of Czfar's army, the forces 
took the field and z battle was fought at Dyrra- 
cheum (now Durazzo): in the firſt ſkirmiſhes 
Cæſar had the advantage, but was at length 
defeated by Pompey, from the ſuperiority of 
his fleet. This defeat greatly chagrined Cæſar, 
who blamed himſelf for the ill ſucceſs of the 
campaign in carrying it on upon the ſea- coaſt, 
therefore he marched towards Theſlaly to gain 
proviſions, with the hope alſo that Pompey 

JEW would 
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would be induced to follow him thither, where 
he could meet him on more equal terms. This 
happened according to his wiſhes and ex- 
peitations, and a deciſive battle ſoon enſued on 
the plains of Pharſalia, in which Pompey was 
totally defeated, who fled to Leſbos and from 
thence into Egypt. 


On his arrival thither, he implored the pro- 
tection of Ptolemy, who being a minor was 
. direfted by his miniſters not to receive him, 
from the apprehenſion of incurring Cæſar's dif. 
pleaſure ; they therefore recommended the put- 
ting him to death, as the moſt politic and prudent 
meaſure. Accordingly this great chief in the 
fifty-ninth year of his age, was ſlain in a boat, 
into which he was put on pretence of being 
conveyed to the king. After Pompey's head 
had been ſevered from his body, his carcaſe 
was caſt on the ſtrand, where it remained 
expoſed to infult, till a Roman who revered 
his memory erefted a ſmall funeral pile for 
him, from the poor remains of a broken boat ! 
To aggravate theſe diſtreſſes, they happened in 
the fight of his wife and ſon, who failed away 
with all poſſible expedition to avoid the like 
fate from the Egyptians political reſentment ; 
for all theadherents of Pompey that remained in 


Egypt 


by | 
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Egypt were put. to the ſword, and otherwiſe. 
e 


As Cxfar cloſely purſued Pompey, he arrived 
at Alexandria when che tidings of his death 
were brought into that city. On his entrance, 
the head of Pompey was preſented to him; 
but Cæſar with the magnanimify of a true 
and ſhedding tears of pity, ordered the 
remains of his fallen adverſary to be buried 
yith the lobmnitics dye to hig rank. | 
During Cæſar's ia b. Abele 
employed himſelf in collecting the debt Au- 
letes owed him, and in adjuſling the diſputes 
between Ptolemy and Cleopatra his ſiſter, who 
governed jointly in Egypt. As Cleopatra was 
/ a woman of exquiſite beauty, inſinuating man- 
ners, and diſſolute principles, ſhe made no 
ſcruple of ſacrificing her virtue to advance her 
intereſt; and therefore formed a plot to engage 
Czſar on her behalf, by a wanton blandiſh- 
ment of her charms, which ſucceeded fo well 
ſhe had a ſon by him, whom ſhe called Cæſa- 
rion. In conſequence of this conneQtion, 
Cæſar became a warm advocate for Cleopatra, 
and ſent for Ptolemy the day after his firſt in- 
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terview with her, to perſuade him to receive 
his ſiſter on her own terms. Ptolemy per- 
caving by this meaſure, Cæſar was. biaſſed in 


his judg nent, and hearing that Cleopatra was 
in his private apartments, the enraged mo- 
narch ruſhed from him and went into the 
fireet, where he flung the diadem from his 
head. and with tears and other tokens of ſorrow, 
related the various circumſtances that had 
Lefaliea him, in ſuch affeRing terms as raiſed 
an univerſal tumult amongſt the people, who 
would have deſtroyed Czſar had he not ad- 
dreſſed them from an eminence, and thereby 
appealed their rage. The next day in a general 
aſſembly, he informed the populace that by the 
will of Auletes (which he cauſed to be read) 
he was appointed guardian to Ptolemy and 
Cleopatra, as being diflator of Rome; he 
therefore declared, agreeable. to the tenor of 
that teſtament, he meant to eſtabliſh Ptolemy 
and Cleopatra in the government of Egypt, 
and Ptolemy the younger fon of Auletes and 
the youngeſt daughter Arſinoe, he ordained 
ſhould reign in Cyprus, which ſatisfied the 
majority of the populace. Pothinus however 
who had been the chief inſtrument in ſowing 
the ſeeds of diſſention in the diſputes between 
Ptolemy and Cleopatra, adviſed the general 
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Achillas to bring his army from Peluſium, and 
drive Cæſar from Egypt, which gave riſe to 
the Mited war carried on by thoſe parties. 


Cæſar being thus involved in hoſtilities from 
eſpouſing Cleopatra's cauſe, oppoſed Fc 
Ptolemy with a powerful army by * 47 
the aid of the Jews under Antipater. In a 
deciſive battle between the contending adver- 
ſaries, Ptolemy was vanquiſhed, and endeavour- 
ing to eſcape in a boat, was drowned in the 
Nile. As all oppoſition then ceaſed, Cæſar 
ſettled the kingdom of Egypt on Cleopatra and 
Ptolemy ber youngeſt brother; by which means 
the power was in the queen's bands, as the 
young king was only eleven years of age. 
Cæſar's ſenſual attachment to Cleopatra, de- 
tained him longer in Egypt than was conſiſt- 
ent with his intereſt, but before his departure, 
as a token of reſpect he had for the Jews, and 
as an acknowledgment of their ſervices, he 
erected a pillar on which was inſcribed a con- 
firmation of their privileges. On his return 
into Syria, he made Sextus Cæſar his kinſman 
preſident of that province, and vanquiſhed 
Pharnaces king of Pontus; after Which he re- 
turned to Rome. 


22 


P 4 Whilt 


L geo ] 
Whilſt he reſided in Syria, Antigonus the 
fon of Ariſtobulus late king of Judea, came 
to ſupplicate to be reſtored to his father's go- 


vernment, and after lamenting the murder of 
his neareſt relations, laid heavy charges againſt 
Antipater and Hyrcanus. As Antipater at this 
time attended on Ceſar, he pleaded his own 
cauſe, and defended his friend Hyrcanus ſo 
warmly, Cæſar rejefted the allegations of Anti- 
gonus, believing him to be what Antipaterrepre- 
ſemed, a dangerous mutinous perſon, and there. 
foredecreed that Hyrcanus ſhould hold the high- 
prieſthood, and Antipater be appointed procu- 
rator or heutenant of Judea under him, in 
perpetuity to his heirs and deſcendants. This 
decree was engraven on tables of braſs, in 
Greek and Latin, and hung up in the capitol 
at Rome, and in the temples of Tyre, Sidon, 
and Aſkalon in Phœnicia. By the contents of 
this edit, the ſovereignty of Judea was re- 
Rored to its former government, and the Ariſ- 
tocracy eſtabliſhed by Gabinius was aboliſhed ; 


this revolution was entirely effected by the 
wiſdom and prevailing intereſt of Antipater, 
which bore great weight in Judea, Arabia, 
Syria, and Paleſtine. After Antipater had ac- 
compamied Cæſar in his expedition to the bor- 
ders of Syria, he returned into Judea, where he 
: adopted 
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adopted the meaſures authorized by Cæſar's 
command, and appointed Phaſael his eldeſt 


ſon to be governor of Jeruſalem, and Herod his 
ſecond ſon was made governor of Galilee. 


As his ſon Herod was of an aftive enterpri- 
ſing ſpirit, he was no ſooner ſettled in his new 
government, than he attacked a gang of thieves 
that infeſted Galilee, and having taken Heze- 
kiah the ring-leader and ſeveral of the party, 
he put them all to death, which ſpread his fame 
in the diſtrifts over which he was to pre- 
ſide, and made him noticed with approbation 
by Sextus Cæſar the preſident of the province. 
Theſe acclamations of applauſe,. excited the 
envy of thoſe who wiſhed to undermine Anti- 
pater's increaſing popularity and greatneſs, 
who accordingly preſented an accuſation againſt 
Herod to Hyrcanus, for putting the thieves to 
death without a legal inquiry and conviction. 
Hyrcanus in conſequence of this depoſition - 
ſummoned Herod to appear before the Sanhe. 
drim, to undergo the regular proceſs of a tnal. 
When the accuſed came into the preſence of 
his judges, he was clothed in purple and ſur- 
rounded by his guards, which intimidated the 
ſupreme council to ſo great a degree, they had 
not courage to arraign him for his offences, 
till Sameas one of the aſſembly, of an intrepid 
Pg: ſpirit, 
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ſpirit. aroſe and reproached Herod for the 
improper appearence he made before that 
zwtul tribunal, by the mode of his garb, and the 
force he was attended with. He alſo with un- 
taunted reſolution upbraided the judges for their 
umidity, and predified to them, that the cle- 
mency they now ſhewed to Herod, would in 
due time be returned with. cruelty as the juſt 
judgment of God: which happened as was 
foretold, when Herod was king of Judea. 
Hyrcanus was inclined to acquit Herod, on 
account of the friendſhip he bore to his father, 
and the interceſſion that had been made by 
Sextus Cæſar on his behalf; but as the ma- 

jority of the judges were inclined by the argu- 
ments of Sameas to condemn Herod, he could 
no otherwiſe avert the ſentence, than by ad- 
journing the court, and adviſing the culprit to 
depart, who accordingly took refuge with 
Sextus Cæſar, and fo far gained his good-will, 
that for a ſlipulated ſum, he gave the govern- 
ment of Cœlo-Syria to him. Herod's increaſe 
of authority and poſſeſſions, induced him to 
collett a powerful force with a deſign to march 
into Judea to depoſe Hyrcanus, and deſtroy the 


Sanhedrim, through revenge for the indignity 
offered to him by their recent proſecution ; but 
by the interpoſition of Antipater his father, and 
Phaſael 
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Phaſael his brother, be deſfled from his ran 
and baſe attempt. 6 EI 


Czfar in the courſe of this" yeat went into 
Africa; as Scipio and Oats; wum 
headed the remains of Pompey's * G40 
party, by the aſſiſtance of Juba king of Mau- 
ritania had gained the entire. poſſeſſion of 
that province, and had alfo collected ſufficient 
ſtrength to attempt further conqueſts, which 
made it neceſſary for Cæſar 10 ſuppreſs their 
increaſing power. To effe&t this, Cæſar 
marched with a formidable army into theſe 
territories, and in the beginning of the next 
year engaged them in battle, and gave them a 
great overthrow. Cæſar's victory plunged is 
opponents into the deepeſt conſternation and 
deſpair : in conſequence of which, Cato flew 
himſelf at Utica, and Scipio, Juba, Petreus, and 
the other principal confederates in the pro- 
ſecution of the war, endeavoured to ſecure 
their lives by flight, but periſhed in the attempt. 
By the death of Cato, Julius Cæſar was greatly 
freed from his fear of the ſubverſion of his 
aſſumed authority. That virtuous man ſtrug- 
gled to oppoſe his deſpotic encroachments, and 
with the zeal of a true patnot could not ſur- 
vive - the freedom of his native country: 

P 6 therefore 
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therefore put a period to his own exiſtence, 
when the genuine liberty of Rome expired. 


Caſar having adjuſted the affairs of the 
province he had recently conquered, re 
turned to Rome, and carried Juba the ſon of 
king Juba thither, whom he cauſed to be led 
before him in his triumph, as a ſubſtitute for 
has deceaſed father. But previous to his de- 
parture from Africa, he gave orders for the 
cities of Carthage and Corinth to be rebuilt, 
which it was remarkable had both been deſtroy- 
ed in one year, at the exatt diſtance of a 
century from Caeſar's commands being iſſued 
for the re-cſtabliſhment of thoſe once famous 
places. 


Julius Cæſar on his arrival at Rome, under- 
took the reformation of the Calendar, which 
was of general advantage to ſucceeding gene- 
rations ; as twelve lunar months fell near eleven 
days ſhort of a ſolar year, which produced a 
capital error in the computation of time. Cæſar 
had authority to effeft this revolution, by be- 
ing high-prieſt of Rome (which office he had 
Held before he was either diftator or conſul) 
and from hence the æra obtained the name of 
* year 
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year was adopted, which being the ſpace of 
time in which the ſun periorms his annual 
courſe through the zodiac, conſiſts nearly of 
three hundred and fixty-five days and fix 
hours. As the overplus of fix hours in each 
year, in four years conſtituted a complete day, 
it was found neceſſary at the beginning of 
every fifth year, to add one day to the month 
of February, to make the computation of time 
exact: which year was called Biſſextile, or leap- 
year. This mode of calculation is what we 
call the Old-flile, which was uſed in Great- 
Britain till about thirty years ago; when 
by the authority of Parliament, the preſent 
computation of time, or New-ſtile was 


adopted. 


In this year Cæſar entered into his fourth 
conſulſhip, and from the Calends of ; 
January the firſt Julian year com- B. C. 45. 
menced. Preceding this event, the Roman 
year began in the month of March, and origi- 
nally conſiſted of only ten months, till Numa 
introduced the months of January and Febru- 
ary: which conſtituted a year compriſed of 
twelve months. From hence the months of 
September, Odober, November, and Decem- 

ber, derive their reſpettive names; as being 
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the ſeventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth month of 
the original Roman year. 


When Ceſar had eſtabliſhed the revolution 


before deſcribed, he paſſed into Spain, de- 


figning to ſubdue the remains of Pompey's 
party in thoſe regions; whom in the bat- 
tle of Munda he completely vanquiſhed. 
Cneius the eldeſt of Pompey's ſons, and his 
principal adherents were there ſlain, which 
put a period to further hoſtilities or oppoſition, 
and when Czfar had ſettled the province he 
repaired to Rome in triumph. On his return, 
he iſſued a decree of general pardon to thoſe 
concerned in the civil war; and as a' re- 
ward for his ſervices got himſelf made per- 
petual diftator : by- which means he became 
eſſentially, though not nominally, a deſpotic 
prince, as the whole authority of the Roman 
Rate was veſted in his hands. 


Cxcilius Baſſus one of Pompey's party, hav- 
ing raiſed diſorders in Syria and aſſumed the 
goverament of that province, got Sextus Cæſar 
to be put todeath; on which Statius Marcus was 
made preſident of Syria, with injunctions to 
proſecute a war againſt Baſſus whom he be. 
fieged in Apamea without effect. | 

At 
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At the inſtance of Hyrcanus, Cæſar granted 
him authority to rebuild the walls of Jeruſalem ; 
which partly reſtored that city to its former 
ſtrength. 


This being the fifth year of Cæſar's conſul- 
ſhip, in which M. Antony was his Rs, 
colleague, as he intended to pro- . . 
ſecute a war againft the Parthians, he reſigned 
his office, and ſubſlituted P. C. Dolabella in his 
ſtead. When due preparations were made for 
this martial expedition, on the Ides or fifteenth 
of March, four days before Cæſar propoſed to 
ſet off, he was murdered in the Senate-houſe, 
through an aſſociation formed by Marcus 
Brutus, Decimus Brutus, Caſſius, and Trebo- 
nius, who perpetrated the deed from a ſenſe 
of duty, heroic virtue, and 'patriotic zeal : 
hoping thereby to free their country from the 
ſcourge of deſpotic oppreſſion. Cæſar pol- 
ſeſſed extraordinary abilities, and was thorough- 
ly {killed in the civil and military departments 
of government, as well as claffical learning, and 
polite literature. He was allo indefatigable 
in his purſuits, though often raſh in his en- 
terpriſes, which ſucceeded in a manner mira- 
, culouſly; as his ſucceſſes were evidently deſign- 
en by Providence to puniſh offending nations. 


When 
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When this meaſure of divine wrath was poured 
forth, Caſar was ſtopped in his career of con- 
queſt, and fell a martyr to that ambition, which 
he fo inſatiably ſought to gratify. 


After the death of Cæſar, a ſcene of con- 
fuſion enſued in the Roman empire. Mark 
Antony the conſul headed the Cæſarian party, 
and by a pathetic oration at the funeral of 
Czſar, excited the people to revenge the mur- 
der of their great general and friend. In con- 
ſequence of which, they who flew him fled 
from Rome, and Antony governed, till Octa- 
vius arrived who was Julius Cæſar's nephew, 
and by the will of his uncle inherited three 
parts of his eſlate, being his adopted ſon as 
well as his heir. On. Oftavius's arrival in 
Italy, be took the name of Caius Julius Cæſar 
Obttavius: the name of Cæſar attached the 
foldiery to ham, by which means he gained a 
powerful party. As is-uſual in caſes of pro- 
perty and power, Oftavius and Mark Antony 
diſputed reſpecting ſome part of Czſar's poſ- 
felons and the ſucceſſion to the government; 
aker various firuggles,. the heir and adopted 
fon of Cæſar gained the victory, and Antony 
left Rome. Brutus and Caſſius, the chief in- 


Rruments in Czſar's death, having departed 
| from 
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from Rome; the former ſeized Greece and 


Macedon; the latter Syria, where he put 2 
period to the war with Baſſus. 


Mark Antony being declared an enemy to 
the ſtate, for having beſieged Deci- 
mus Brutus in Mutina, Octavius B. C. 49. 
and the conſuk went to his relief, and in their 
attempt to raiſe the ſiege, a battle enſued, in 
which the conſuls though viftorious were lain, 
and Octavius reaped the whole advantage of 
the victory. Antony being reduced, took re- 
fuge in Gallia Tranſalpina, where he was pro- 


tected by the Roman army under the com- 


mand of Lepidus; which induced Octavius to 
enter into terms of accommodation with him, 
and produced the famous triumvirate. Theſe 
three generals, M. Antony, Lepidus, and 
Ottavius, agreed to divide the Roman em- 
pire, and govern jointly. The contending 
parties being thus allied, many eminent per- 
ſons were baniſhed, proſcribed, and murdered, 


amongſt whom was Cicero the famous orator, 
and father-in-law of Dolabella. _ 


Nearly at this time, Antipater was poiſoned 
by the malicious inſtigation of Malichus a 
rival for power, who bribed Hyrcanus's ſer- 


vants 
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vants to give him the fatal draught, one day 
when he was dining with their maſter. After 
the death of Antipater, Malichus ſeized the 
government of Judea, though he diſowned 
being acceſſary to the murder. Herod was 
for openly reſenting his father's death, but 
by the advice of Phaſael he diſſembled his 
rage; though when Caſſius was informed of 
the death of Antipater and its attendant con- 
ſequences, he gave orders to his commanders 
to alliſt Herod in bringing Malichus to con- 
dign puniſhment. Accordingly Herod formed 
a ſtratagem of inviting tim to ſupper; when 
the ſoldiers, in conformity to the orders they 
had received, flew him. This event gave riſe 


to a faction in Jeruſalem; for Malichus's 


partiſans reſolved to be revenged on the ſons 
of Antipater, and having gained Hyrcanus on 
their fide, a violent ſedition enſued, which 


_ chiefly fell on Phaſael Herod's brother, as 


the latter was then at Damaſcus. On his re- 
turn from thence, the brothers quelled the 
infurreQtion, and recovered their loſt poſſeſſions. 
The animoſities alſo between them and Hyr- 
canus were reconciled; and Herod was be- 
trothed to his daughter Mariamne. 


This 


1 

This peace proved of ſhort duration, as the 
people ſet up Antigonus the youngeſt ſon of 
Ariſtobulus in oppoſition to the ſons of Anti- 
pater. Antigonus with a powerful army af- 
ſerted his right to the kingdom, but was over- 
thrown by Herod, who returned to Jeruſalem 
in triumph. As the Jews were not contented 
that Phaſael and Herod ſhould rüle over them 
to the, excluſion of Hyrcanus, they preſented 
2 petition to Antony who was then employed 
in adjuſting Rate affairs in Alia, requeſting he 
would redreſs their grievatices ; which Herod 
by bribes and ' perfuaſions prevented, for as 
Antony had received great obligations from 
Antipater, therefore from principles of g 0 
tude he favoured the intereſt of his ſon. 15 - 
ranus being preſent, Antony demanded of him 
who had the greateſt right to the government, 


who dif; ntereſtedly anſwered, * * The fons of 
Antipater.” 2 


As Brutus and Caſſius in the preceding 
year had gained poſſeſſion of all be- | 
yond the Adriatic, as far as the Eu- 3. C. 41. 
Pphrates; Octavius and Antony paſſed into 
Macedon againſt them, where at Philippi. 
after a ſevere conteſt, Caſſius and Brutus were 
vanquiſhed, and afterwards ſlew themſelves with 
the 
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the ſame ſwords it is ſaid, with which they 
difpatched Julius Cæſar. After this victory, 
Ottavius returned to Rome, and Antony went 
into Afia. Whilſt the latter reſided at Tarſus, 
Cleopatra queen of Egypt was ſummoned to 
appear before him to anſwer a charge alleged 
againſt her of having favoured Caſſius ; who by 
the faſcination of her wit and beauty, enſlaved 
Antony for the remaining part of his life, and 
thereby eventually proved his ruin. Antony 
being at a loſs for reſources, he detached part 
of his army to plunder Palmyra, but the ex- 
Pedition did not ſucceed, for the Palmyrenians 
fought the protefition of the Parthians, which 
cauſed a war between them and the Romans. 


Cleopatra on her return into Egypt, accom- 


pamed Antony as far as Tyre, where they 
parted ; but Antony's infatuated attachment 
induced him ſoon to follow her to Alexandria, 
where he ſpent the winter in every ſpecies of 
luxurious enjoyments. While Antony was 
thus abſorbed, Pacorus with a Parthian army 
conquered Syria and Phœnicia. 


Antony's party in Italy during his abſence, 
B.C had commenced hoſtilities , againſt 
. Oftavius and received a total de- 


feat: theſe unwelcome tidings arrived whilſt 


Antony 
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Antony was in the height of his deluded pur- 
ſuits, which rouſed him and occaſioned his 
immediate return into Italy. On his arrival, 
he found his wife Fulvia was recently dead. 
Therefore to accommodate the difference be- 
tween him and Octavius, he married his ſiſter 
Odtavia, the widow of Marcellus, which pro- 
duced a treaty of peace; and after tlie ſolemni- 
zation of the marriage, the triumvirate made 
new regulations concerning the diviſion of 
the empire. Lepidus had the province of 

Africa; Octavius, Dalmatia, the two Gallias, 
Spain, and Sardinia; and Antony all the re- 
maining part of the dominions beyond the 
Adriatic. The Parthian war was alſo left to 
Antony's management, and that againſt Sextus 
Pompeius, conſigned to Octavius: Italy being 
left free for the accommodation of the com- 
bined parties, and the execution of their mili · 
tary ie 


During theſe revolutions, the Parthians after 
having entirely conquered Leſſer Aſia and Syria 
invadedJudea, intending to make Antigonus king 
of that country; who having conquered his op- 
ponents proceeded to Jeruſalem, where ſeveral 
{kirmiſhes enſued between Antigonus and the 
two brothers Phaſael and Herod. As the latter 


proved 
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proved victorious, the prince took refuge in 
the beights of the temple, where he con- 
tinued with his party till the feaſt of Pentecoſt, 
when aſſembled a numerous body of people 
who divided into different factions, which oc- 
caſioned great confuſion and blood-ſhed. This 
event induced the contending parties to ſubmit 
their diſpute to arbitration, and by the addreſs 
of Antigonus, the umpire determined in his 
favour. When the deciſion was known, Anti- 
gonus ordered Phaſael and Hyrcanus to be 
ſeized ; but Herod having received previous 
information of this meaſure, fled from Jeruſa- 
lem and repaired with his family and effects 
to Maſſada. In his journey thither, he had 
ſeveral ſkirmiſhes with the Jews of Antigonus's 
party, and ſurmounted their attacks, On his 
arrival at Maſſada, he diſmiſſed nine thouſand 
of his adherents, and put eight hundred in the 
caftle, to guard his mother and the other ladies 
of quality he had brought from Jeruſalem ; 
and having furniſhed the fortreſs with pro- 
viſions, he left it to the care of his brother 
Joſeph, and with the remaining part of his 
kriends went to Petra in Arabia, to ſolicit 
the proteftion of the king of that country: who 
fo far from giving him aid ordered him to de- 


The 
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The Parthians finding Herod had left Je- 
ruſalem, plundered the city and adjacent coun- 
try, and having made Antigonus king of Judea, 
delivered Phaſael and Hyrcanus in chains to 
him. Phaſael being convinced his death was 
inevitable, beat his brains out againſt the wall 
of the priſon ; Hyrcanus's life was ſpared, but 
his ears were cut off to incapacitate him from 
holding the office of high-prieſt, as none that 
were maimed or imperfect were fit for the 
ſacred function, and thus injured he was ſent 
to Parthia. After Herod had received the 
tidings of his brother's death, and the diſtreſſ- 
ful ſituation of his affairs in Judea, he repaired 
to Rome, where he repreſented his helpleſs 
ſtate to Antony ; who by the promiſe of a 
bribe and the expectation of other ſervices, 
engaged to exert himſelf on his behalf. From 
this application, Herod it is ſaid received more 
than he expected, as in appearance he only 
deſigned to ſecure the kingdom to Ariſtobulus, 
the brother of Mariamne his betrothed wife, 
and had no views for himſelf but to govern 
under him. Antony however obtained the 
crown for Herod, and after having introduced 
him into the ſenate, and expatiated on his 
merits and the emoluments that would arife 
from making him king of Judea, the kingdom 
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was decreed to Herod by the conſent of the 


ſenate, and Antigonus was declared an | enemy 
to the Romans. 


After this determination, Herod was ſolemn- 
ly inaugurated, and repaired with all poſlible 
expedition to releaſe his family, who were 
beſieged in Maſſada and brought to great diſ- 
treſs for want of water; he ſet them at liberty, 
and afterwards gained ſeveral places, connected 
with the Romans. | 


Ventidius, Antony's licutenaat, having ac- 
driven them out of Syria, marched into Paleſtine 
on pretence of aſſiſting Joſeph in Maſſada, though 
his chief aim was to get money; he therefore 
appeared before Jeruſalem, which intimidated 
Antigonus and induced him to collect all the 
gold he could procure to bribe his departure. 
Accordingly Ventidius left Paleſtine and march- 
yielded him no great ſervice except in reducing 
Joppa; for on his return from Maſſada to be- 
fiege Jeruſalem, he excited a mutiny amongſt 
the foldiers, which cauſed the expedition to 
end in the ſackage of Jericho, the army being 

Though 
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Though Silo's troops were thus diſpofed of, 
Herod kept the field with 'his own ; 8. 0 
part of which he diſpatched to 39 
Idumea, and with the reſt went to Samaria. 
After having placed his mother, fifter, and 
other ladies ſafe under a ſtrong guard, he un - 
dertook to root out the dangerous banditti that in- 
feſted the rocks and mountains. Theſe lawleſs 
inſurgents concealed themſelves in caves and 
ſecret receſſes, which afforded them opportu- 
nity to commit the moſt daring depredations 
in Galilee. This gang collected a powerful 
force to oppoſe Herod; but by his {kill, and 
letting down foldiers in open cheſts ſuſpended 
by iron chains into their caverns, they were 
in the end routed, driven out .of the coun- 
try, and purſued to the river Jordan. How. 
ever, when Herod departed from thoſe re- 
gions, the thieves returned and flew Ptolemy 
the governor of the province, and commit- 
ted various daring offences; but by his re- 
.appearance and vigorous exertions, peace was 
effectually reſtored. Soon after, Herod by the 
aſhſtance of Antony belieged Jeruſalem, and 
Macharas a Roman general was ſent with a 
powerful force for that purpoſe ; but was ſo re- 
pulſed he was obliged to retreat. 
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Nearly at this period, Ventidius gained a 
above thirty thouſand of them; amongſt whom 
was Pacorus the king's ſon, whereby he re- 


covered Syria and Pheenicia, Antony, who 


bad fpent the winter of this year at Athens 
with his new wife Octavia in luxurious ex- 
ceſſes, now returned into Syria and beſieged 
Samoſata; where Herod repaired to him to 
make complaint of the outrages committed by 
the Romans againſt his party; but by the 
entreaty of Macharas the Roman general, the 
viſit ended merely in tokens of reſpect to 
Antony, and the grievances were not menti- 
oned. Whilſt Herod was abſent on this fruit- 
leſs expedition, Joſeph his brother neglected 
adopting the orders he had received, therefore 
formed an aſſault on Jericho, in which he 
was flain ; which produced a great revolt in 
the provinces of Galilee and Idumea. When 
Herod received an account of theſe misfortunes 
he returned into Judea, where he was over- 
powered by Antigonus and alſo wounded ; but 


being reinforced, in a freſh combat Pappus 


Antigonus 's general was flain, and his army 


in a great meaſure deſtroyed, which ſecured 
& Herod the kingdom. 


As 
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| As Antony relapſed into his fatal attachment 


to Cleopatra, he ſpent the winter + 
with her at Alexandria, and in the C. 38. 
ſpring ſailed from thence for Italy, and after- 


wards proceeded to Syria, to make preparations 


for the Parthian war. During theſe operations 
Herod collected a great force for beſieging 
Jeruſalem, and marched to the walls of the 
city; but after having given orders for the 
proſecution of the aſſault, he returned to 
Samaria and conſummated his marriage with 
Mariamne, to whom he had been betrothed 
four years. This lady poſſeſſed extraordinary 
beauty, exemplary virtue, and ſo many other 
amiable qualities, that ſhe was beloved by 
Herod in a more than common degree. After 
the celebration of the nuptials, Herod returned 
to his camp at Jeruſalem, where he was joined 
by Soſius the governor of Syria, who had re- 
ceived orders from Antony to aſſiſt in the 
reduttion of the city; which after a fix months 
ſiege was ſubdued,” and the Jews 

driven from their quarters. The B. c 27. 
enemy to revenge the difficulties they had un · 
dergone, ravaged the city and committed cruel 
depredations, which Herod wiſhed to prevent, 


as the deſolation of Jeruſalem was a grievous 
tircumſtance to him; he therefore bribed the 
| ſoldiers 
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foldiers to deſiſt, as they urged plunder was 
their reward. Antigonus after his defeat 
furrendered to Soſius in an abject manner, to 


_ excite his pity, but was ſent fettered to Herod, 


whoſe influence with Antony cauſed him to be 
executed“. By the death of Antigonus, Herod 
gained the quiet poſſeſſion .of the kingdom ; 
but as he had waded through blood to it, he 
was obliged to ſuſtain his authority by the ſame 
means: he therefore ordered all the Sanhedrim 
to be put to death, except Pollio and Sameas, 
who in the late fiege had avowed their alle- 


giance to him. 


Orodes king of Parthia being murdered by 
Phraates his fon, he ſucceeded in the govern- 
ment of his dominions, and releaſed Hyrcanus 
from his captivity at Seleucia, and gave him 
his liberty amongſt the Babylonian Jews. In 

the courſe of this year alfo, P. 
B. C. 36. Canidius one of Antony's lieute- 
nants conquered the Armenians, Albanians, 
and Iberians, and extended his conqueſts to 
Mount Caucaſus. The expeditions Antony 


'* Ry the death of Antigonus, the reign of the Aſmonean or 
Maccabean family ended one hundred and twenty-ſix years 
from Judas Maccabeys. Herod now changed the. high-prieſt- 
hood from an bereitary office to an arbitrary appointment. 

en * 1) undertook 
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undertook in perſon againſt the Parthians pro- 
ved ſo unſucceſsful, that with difficulty he 
returned to Armenia, where he remained but 
a ſhort time; for his eagerneſs to return to 
Syria on Cleopatra's account, induced him to 
undertake a dangerous march, by which be loſt 

the greateſt part of his army. 
Great revolutions now took place, for Sextus 
Pompeius was driven from Sicily, and Lepidus 
was excluded from the triumvirate. He and 
Octavius had proſecuted the war jointly, but 
Lepidus having taken the whole merit of che 
victory, attempted to ſeize Sicily as his reward. 
This meaſure highly diſpleaſed Octavius, who 


influenced the army of Lepidus to deſert from 


him, and ſo reduced Lepidus to the neceſſity 
of ſupplicating mercy, which was granted on 
no other terms than baniſnment. In conſe- 
quence of which, he afterwards lived an obſcure 
life, at a ſmall ſea- port town called Circeii, after 
having ſhared the empire: which ſhews the 
neceſſity of ſetting bounds to our deſires, for 
mordinate ambition generally produces abaſe- 
ment! After this event Antony and Octavius 
ſhared together the Roman empire: the former 
had the eaſtern poſſeſſions aſſigned to him from 
the borders of IIlyrium to the Adriatic; and 
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the latter had the remaining part of the domi- 
nions allotted to his ſhare. Antony 

1. 4 on his return to Syria, ſent for 


Cleopatra who met him at Lucecome in Phœ- 


nicia, where he waited her arrival with impa- 
tience, and loſt the remembrance of his de- 


feats in her alluring converſation. 


As Herod on his acceſſion to the throne, had 
appointed Ananelus or Ananus an obſcure man 
high-prick, ſetting aſide Ariſtobulus the ſon of 
office, it excited the reſentment of Alexandra. 
loved wife of Herod, who were continually 
uling their endeavours with Herod to have the 
gnevance redreſſed, and when entreaties failed, 
they had recourſe to reproaches which embit- 
tered his domeſtic peace. To ſecure his own. 
ſafety and reſtore tranquillity in his family, 
Herod at length depoſed Ananelus, and made 
Ariſtobulus high-pneſt in his ſtead. 


Alexandra being a woman of an intriguing 
ſpirit, and having gained her point by a cor- 
reſpondence with Cleopatra, ſhe began to- 
meditate meaſures for ſecuring the- kingdom 
allo to Ariſtobulus from the exertion of the 
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fame influence, She therefore ſent him in 
perſon to plead his cauſe with Antony, and' 
the miſtreſs of his affections; hoping his per- 
. ſonal charms and addreſs would ſecure their 
favour. As Herod ſuſpected this plot, he 
cauſed Alexandra to be confined to the palace. 
Her motions being narrowly watched, ſhe was 
at a loſs how to effect her eſcape wich her ſon 
and flee into Egypt, where they had been in- 
. vited by Cleopatra; ſhe therefore formed the 
plan of their being conveyed: to the ſhip in 
two coffins. Herod knew this deſign and ſuf- 
fered it to be put into execution, but had them 
ſtopped on the road and brought back again: 
after which he apparently pardoned Alexandra 
and Ariſtobulus, though he ſecretly * on 
their deſtruction. ; 


Ariſtobulus's increaſing popularity alſo ex- 
cited Herod's ſuſpicions that he would ſup- 
plant him in the government, as he was the 
only male heir of the Aſmonean line, who 
were ſtill revered by the people. The graceful- 
neſs of this young man's perſon, and the dignity 
.of his appearance when he officiated as high- 
prieſt, rendered him a general obje& of admi- 
ration. The acclamations of applauſe that 
.were beſtowed in a more than-common degree 
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on him at the celebration of the feaſt of taber- 
nacles, excited Herod when the ſolemnities 
were over, to take Ariſtobulus to Jericho to 
partake of an entertamment, where he ordered 
him to be drowned whilſt he was bathing, under 
the ſpecious pretence of ſport, cauſing his head 
to be kept under water till he expired, and 
thereby made his death appear accidental. 
To ſupport this pretence, Herod appeared in- 
conſolable for the loſs of Ariſtobulus, on whom 
he beſtowed a magnificent funeral ; but Alex- 
andra as well as the populace regarded Herod 
as the author of her ſon's deſtruftion, ſhe 
therefore ſought to revenge his death, which 
produced a complicated plot againſt him. The 
enraged mother informed Cleopatra of the 
murder of her ſon, and expatiated ſo fully 
on Herod's cruelty, that the queen of Egypt 
from a ſenſe of the injury Alexandra 

B. C. 34 had ſuſtained, ſolicited Antony to 
call Herod to an account for ſuch a flagrant 
offence. Accordingly when Antony went into 
Syria, which happened early in the year, he 
cited Herod to appear before him and Cleo- 
patra, who accompanied him thither. When 
Herod arrived agreeable to this ſummons, 
by the planſibility of his arguments, and large 
bribes, he induced Antony to drop the proſecu- 


tion. 
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tion. Cleopatra ſtrove to effeft his condemna- 
tion, but as her motive was the hope of poſ- 
ſeſſing Judea after Herod's death, Antony gave 

her Cœlo-Syria, which ſhe accepted as a ſub- 


ſtitute. ; 


When Herod left Judea to attend on Antony, 
he appointed Joſeph his uncle to the manage- 
ment of the fate and his domeſtic concerns ; 
and amongſt other orders, ſtrictly enjoined 
him if he was caſt and executed, not to let 
Mariamne his beloved wife ſurvive the tidings. 
This cruel injunction proceeded from a deſire 
to extinguiſh the Aſmonean race, and to pre- 
vent Antony forming an alliance with Ma- 
riamne, for the fame of her beauty had ex- 
cited his attention, and thereby ereated jealouſy 
in Herod's breaſt. As it is natural to ſuppoſe 
that during Herod's abſence, Joſeph had fre- 
quent interviews with Mariamne; on one of 
thoſe occaſions he expatiated on the love 
Herod bore to her, and as a confirmation of 
his aſſertion, imparted the fatal ſecret reſpec- 
ting her fate after Herod's death. This order 
incenſed Mariamne and Alexandra, who con- 
ſpired to ſubvert the cruel deſign. Unfortu- 
nately, a rumour was ſpread that Herod was 
killed, on which Mariamne fled to the Roman 
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guard for protection; when ſoon after, letters 
arrived with the aſſurance of Herod's ſafety ; 
on whoſe return, Salome his ſiſter informed 
him of Mariamne's conduR, and accuſed her 


of being improperly attached to Joſeph. 


Herod's jealouſy being thus awakened, it 
was proportioned to the exceſs of his love, 
which cauſed a ſevere conflict in his breaſt, 
He therefore, with impatient rage blended with 
affection, flew to Mariamne whom he found 
able to juſtify her conduct, which abated his 
reſentment and produced a temporary reconci- 
liation, accompanied by tender endearments ; 
but unfortunately, whilſt Herod was profeſſing 
his regard in the moſt ardent terms, Mariamne 
denied the poſſibility of its ſincerity, from the 
circumſtance of his having ordered her to be 
put to death, if he had been convicted. Herod | 
was thus more perſuaded of Joſeph's treachery, 
and the more confirmed in his ſuſpicions of 
Mariamne's inconſtancy, therefore drew his 
dagger to ſtab her to the heart; but though his 
love triumphed over his rage, he wreaked his 


vengeance on Joſeph and Alexandra, the 
former he put to death without allowing him 


to make adefence; and the latter he confined 
in 
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in priſon, conſidering her as the foundation of 
his domeſtic feuds. 


In the preceding year Sextus Pompeius was 


taken by. Titius, one of Antony's heutenants, 


and put to death, in endeavouring to reſtore 
his broken fortunes. Antony on his return 
from Syria to Armenia, was accompanied by 
Cleopatra as far as the Euphrates, from whence 
by the way of Damaſcus, ſhe came to Jeru- 


ſalem, where ſhe feigned a paſſion for Herod, 


which greatly diſguſted him, and increafed the 


previous averſion he had to her for the ill 
offices ſhe had done him; infomuch that he 


would have put her to death, if he had not 


been apprehenſive of Antony's © reſentment : - 
he therefore diſſembled and treated her with 


every token of reſpect her lation claimed, and 


waited on her in perſon to the borders of her 
kingdom. On Antony's arrival in Armenia, - 
by fraudulent machinations he treacheroully - 
enſnared Artabazes king of that country into 
his power, and carried him captive to Alex- 


andria, which he: entered in triumph. The 
magnificence of his proceſſion exceeds the 
power of deſcription, and to complete the 
grandeur of the ſcenes, after having ſplendidly 
entertained the populace, Antony divided the 
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Eaſtern Roman provinces amongſt Cleopatra's 


The diſputes between Antony and Octavius 
were now rifen to a great height, 

B C 33 on account of the flights Antony 
had ſhewu to Octavia, and his having alſo 
declared that Cleopatra had been married to 
Julius Czfar, and Cæſarion her ſon by him was 
in conſequence legitimate, which tended to 
fubvert Ottavius's pretenſions as an adopted 
fon to that hero. They beſides reciprocal- 
ly contended for an increaſe of thoſe poſ- 
feſlions that were already too extenſive to be 
governed with tranquillity. To quench this 
inſatiable thirſt for dominion, the rival po- 
tentates agreed to fight for the ſole poſſeſſion 
of the empire. This determination induced 
Antony to draw all his forces into Greece, 
and paſs ſome time at Athens in making naval 
and military preparations for ſuſtaining the 
war: though the greater part of his time was 
ſpent in effeminate extravagant purſuits with 
Cleopatra, who accompanied him in this ex- 
pedition contrary to the advice of his beſt 
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In conſequence of Octavius having ex- 
pelled Antony's friends from Rome, | 
he ſent a bill of divorce to Octavia, 
which produced mutual provoeations to inflame 
both parties in their deſire of obtaining re- 
\ Venge. When due preparations were made, 
 Oftavius declared war againſt Cleopatra ; 
though in fact the operations were againſt 
Antony. On this occaſion, each party ſum- 
moned their reſpective allies ; Octavius had 
the Weſtern intereft on his fide, and Antony 
the Eaſtern. Herod alſo by the command of 
Antony and the inſtigations of Cleopatra, com- 
menced hoſtilities againſt Malchus king of 
Arabia Petrza, in which his army was defeated. 
This occaſioned him to ſue for peace, which 
the Arabians refuſed, as they imagined Herod 
was nearly ſubdued by a dreadful earthquake 
that had recently happened in Judea : but as 
his troops were not deſtroyed by that calamity 
he renewed his attack, and vanquiſhed the 
Arabs, who were then glad to accept peace on 


the . propoſed. 


Octavius and Antony having completed their 
preparations, their fleets and armies encounter- 
ed. OQavius being victorious in ſome ſkir- 
miſhes, many of Antony's forces revolted, 
which 
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which influenced his deſire of coming to a 
ſpeedy deciſive battle. By Cleopatra's advice 
this important conteſt was to be ſettled by a 


ſea-fight, contrary to the opinion of his ex- 
perienced generals; as in caſe of a defeat ſhe 


victory appeared dubious, till Cleopatra deſerted 
; the terrors of battle intimidated her, 
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 Ofavius having ſettled his affairs in Italy, 
Greece, and Leſſer Aſia, proceeded to Samos, 
where he wintered : but was obliged to go from 
thence to Brunduſium at an unfavourable 
ſeaſon of the year, as a mutiny had ariſen be- 
tween his army and Antony's vanquiſhed 
troops. On his arrival at Rhodes, he was 
met by Herod king of Judea, who with the 
temporizing conduct of a perſon devoted to 
intereſt, waited on Odctavius, to transfer to him 
the reſpe& he had hitherto implicitly ſhewn 
to Antony. When he came into the preſence 
of the conqueror, he laid aſide his royal dignity 
and took off his crown. Octavius after having 
accepted Herod's proffered ſervices, bade him 
reſume his royalty, and eſtabliſhed him in his 
kingdom. 


Herod previous to his departure from Judea, 
had cauſed Hyrcanus his former maſter and 
prince whom the Parthians had depoſed, and 
who was now above eighty years of age, to be 
put to death on falſe allegations; the reaſon 
being, becauſe he was the ſole male heirof the 
Aſmoneans. He had alſo ſecured Mariamne, 
and Alexandra her mother in the caſtle of 
Alexandrium, and ſent her ſiſter and remaining 


part of her kindred to Maſſada, under the care 
| of 
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of his brother Pheroras, to whom he gave orders 
to aſſume the crown after his deceaſe. Succeſs 
attending his expedition, he repaired to Judea 
elated with the profperous iſſue of his affairs; 
but his joy was imbittered by the apparent 
averſion Mariamne his beloved wife ſhewed to 
him : for the general tendency of her conduct 
manifeſted, ſhe would have been better pleaſedif 
he had never returned. This diſguſt proceeded 
from the plot having been diſcovered to her by 
Sohemus, under whoſe care ſhe was left, that in 
cale of Herod's death ſhe was to be immediately 
executed, as on a former occaſion, to prevent any 
other perſon poſſeſſing the charms he held in 
ſuch high eſtimation, and that none might be left 
alive of the Aſmonean family, to diſpute the 
throne with his brother. As Mariamne could 
not poſſibly diſſemble her reſentment of this cruel 
determination repeated, Cyprus Herod's mo- 
her, and Salome his ſiſter, took the advantage 
of this to inflame Herod againſt his queen; 
they having a fixed hatred to her on account 


of her aſſuming a conſequence from her ex- 


alted birth, and her having frequently re- 
proached them for the inferiority of their 
deſcent. | 
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OQavius after having paſſed through Leſſer 
Aſia and Syria, prepared to invade Egypt. 
Whilſt he was at Ptolemais, Herod waited on 
him, and entertained him and his army with 
great magnificence: he furniſhed them with 
proviſions, and beſtowed a gift of eight hun- 
dred talents on Octavius. In the mean time, 
Antony and Cleopatra made varioũs overtures 
of peace, which were rejetted. No terms were 
granted to Antony, though Octavius gave 
Cleopatra hopes of obtaining mercy, wiſhing 
he could poſſeſs her treaſures to defray his 
expences, and have her perſon to adorn his 


She had alſo great rewards offered her if 
ſhe would kill Antony, which ſhe could not 
be tempted to conſent to; though by her 
treachery and evil counſels, ſhe at length com- 
pelled him to the act of ſuicide! - 


The firſt apparent ſign of Cleopatra's du- 
plicity towards Antony, was her caufing Pelu- 
ſium to be delivered to Octavius on his firſt 
appearance before that city; which was of 


great importance to the entire reduction of 
Egypt. 


: After 
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After this conqueſt, Octavius proceeded to 
Mexandria: on his advance thither, Antony 
prepared for its defence, and repulſed Octa- 
vius's troops in the firſt ſally; but in the 
ſecond encounter, he was vanquiſhed and- 
obliged to retreat with great loſs. In this 
reduced ſtate, he had no other alternative 
than to have recourſe to the exertions of his 
navy, and in caſe of a defeat, to take refuge 
in Spain. When the fleets were drawn up in 
line of battle, Antony's commanders revolted. 
two Ottavius; after this unfertunate incident, 
Antony repaired to the city, where he had the 
additional mortification to experience an univer- 
ſal defeftion in his land forces: Thus deſerted, 
from the clear conviftion this revolution had 
been effefied by Cleopatra's treachery, Antony 
abandoned himſelf to deſpair. Cleopatra, to 
avoid his reſentment having taken refuge in a 
monument of extraordinary height, which ſhe 
had cauſed to be built near the temple of Iſis, 
and where ſhe had ſecreted her treaſure, com- 
manded it to be proclaimed ſhe was dead. 
When Antony heard theſe tidings, in a fit of 
deſperation he fell on his ſword, and received 
a wound that proved mortal : but when he found 
Cleopatra was ftill alive, he requeſted to be 
carned to her, which was done; and he was 
| drawn 
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drawn up the monument by Cleopatra and her 
two maids, and expired in her arms a few hours 
after. A ſad example, that great abilities and 
amiable qualities may be perverted, and facri- 
ficed by a too eager purſuit of dominion, and 
ordinate gratification of ſenſual appetites. 


Cleopatra, after the death of Antony gave 
herſelf up to grief and deſpair, and ac 
having receiyed private intelligence 30. 
that at the expiration of three days ſhe was to be 
carried to Rome to make a part in the triumph, 
28 a trophy of Odtavius 's victory; to avoid thid. 
| diſgrace ſhe put a period to her exiſtence, cauſ- 
ing herſelf. to be bitten by an aſp, through 
the fatal effects of whoſe venom ſhe died in 
about three hours, after having lived thirty-nin 
years, and reigned thirty-two. Cleopatra's 
abilities were very great, and her learning ex- 
tenſive; but her paſhons were ſo ſtrong, they 
led her into exceſſes of various kinds, and her 
purſuits were always in the extreme. In her, 
the reign of the family of the Ptolemy's or 
Lagidz ended, laſting from Alexander two. 
hundred and ninety-four years. After her de- 
ceaſe Egypt was reduced to the form of a 
Roman province, and governed by a prefect, 
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the firſt perſon who held that office, was Cor- 
nelius Gallus. 


Octavius having thus gained the entire pol. 
ſeſſion of Egypt, finally cloſed the Roman civil 
war, and cut off many who had been the prin- 
cipal ſupporters of it againſt him. During his 
reſidence in Alexandria, he viſited the ſepulchre 
of Alexander the Great and paid great reſpeR to 
his remains, which were then viſible being de- 
poſited in a glaſs caſe, after Selencus Cybroſac- 
tes had ſeized the golden coffin they were 
embalmed in. The conqueror could not be 
prevailed on to go to the ſepulchral repoſitory of 
the Ptolemies, much leſs to bebold the Egyptian 
deity Apis, declaring that gods and not beaſts, 
were the objets of his adoration. After Octa- 
vius had ſettled the affairs in his new domi- 


_ nions, he departed from Alexandria and repaired 


to Rome by the way of Syria, Leſſer Aſia, and 
Greece; and was accompanied as far as Antioch 
by Herod, who waited on him in Egypt to con- 
gratulate him on his important ſucceſſes. In 
the courſe of this interview, Herod ingratiated 
himſelf ſo much into the good-will of the 
conqueror, that he gained a conſiderable addi- 


| tion to his territories, ſuch as Jericho and the 


Balſam-Gardens, which Antony had ſeized to 


gratify 
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gratify -Cleopatra's inſatiable avarice, Gadara. 
Hippon, Samaria, Gaza, Anthedon, Joppa, and 


Straton's Tower; a conſiderable augmentation 
of the kingdom of Judea. 


Onthe return of Oftavius to Rome, his victo- 
ries were celebrated in three ſplendid B. C. 29. 
triumphs. The firſt, in honour of his 
conqueſts over the Dalmatians, Pannonians, and 
other German and Gallic powers; the ſecond, 
to commemorate the ſea victory obtained at 
Actium; and the third, which in magnificence 
exceeded the others, for the reduction of Egypt. 
In the latter, Cleopatra's children were led 
before the victor to adorn his triumph, and as 
he could not have her perſon, ſhe was carried 
before hun in effigy. with an aſp hanging at 
her arm. Such were the immenſe riches that 
were brought from Egypt, the value of money 
in Rome fell one half, and the price of pro- 
viſions was doubled. Octavius had now the 
title of imperator beſtowed on him, not merely 
as a compliment, but containing the authority 
and conſequence the Roman emperors after- 
wards obtained. 


Herod on i. return from Egypt. entered 
Judea with tokens of ſucceſs, and was received 
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with public demonſtrations of joy. But his 
domeſtic reception was far different. Mari- 
amne's ſettled averſion to him, increaſed to 
ſuch a height that her ſentiments could not'be 
diſguiſed, and broke forth in frequent in- 
vetlives againſt the mother and ſiſter of Herod, 
as well as himſelf. 


She reproached the former for their plebeian 
extrattion, and upbraided the latter, for having 
cauſed her father, grandfather, and brother to 
be put to death ; and as an aggravation of theſe 
eſſential injuries, ſhe bore in mind the plot 
alſo formed for her deſtruQtion, in caſe of his 
own deceaſe, which preyed fo intenſely on her 
mind it produced a ſullen gloom and impla- 
cable reſentment. As Herod was ſincerely 
attached to Mariamne, he ſtrove by unremittet 
tenderneſs to diſpel the diſcontent the laboured 
under, but his efforts were ineffectual; ſhe 
treated his careſſes with diſdain, and one day 
when he was ſtriving to ſooth her by endear- 
ments, ſhe rejefted his proffered tokens of 
alfeftion, and bitterly reproached him for his 
cruelty to her relations, which enraged him to 
fo great a degree, that he could ſcarcely for- 
bear laying her with his own hands. Salome 
ſeized this opportunity of Herod's rage, to 

| ſend 
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end his butler to him whom ſhe had bribefl 
to accuſe Mariamne of having offered a re- 
ward to poiſon Herod. Paſſion being of a 
.combuſtible nature, when blended withjealouſy, 
the effects muſt neceſſarily be the more malig- 
nant. Accordingly, this falſe allegation opera- 
ted ſo powerfully on Herod, that to diſcover 
the whole of the conſpiracy, he had Mariamne's 
favourite eunuch put on .the rack, but could 
gain no other information from him, than that 
his miſtreſs had been made uneaſy by ſome- 
thing Sohemus had revealed to her. As Herod 
judged from thence, he had betrayed the com- 
miſſion intruſted with him, reſpecting putting 
Mariamne to death after his deceaſe, he con- 
cluded there muſt have been ſome unlawful 
familiarities previous to the fatal diſcovery. 
From this belief, he ordered the immediate 
.execution of Sohemus; and had Mariamne 
tried for her life, by a ſet of judges who gave 
their opinion, not from the principles of equity, 
but in conformity to Herod's inclinations; 
.as they perceived by the warmth of the ac- 
cuſation, Mariamne was an object _ Herod 
wiſhed to ſacrifice, they condemned her to 


[ 360 ] 
It was not the intention of Herod to have 
this ſentence ſpeedily executed; for he had 
formed a deſign of confining this unfortunate 
queen in one of his caſtles for life; but his 
mother and ſiſter urged the danger of civil 
difcord if Manamne was ſpared, and therefore 
adviſed that ſhe ſhould ſuffer according to the 
public conviction and ſentence ſhe had received, 
which induced Herod to order her immediate 
execution. Mariamne received this news with 
the intrepidity of a heroine, and was no 
way intimidated at the approach of death, 


but to the laſt preſerved that firmneſs of mind, 


which marked all the actions of this virtuous, 
beautiful, and accompliſhed princeſs, whoſe 
greatneſs of foul would not deign to temporize, 
therefore with juſt indignation ſhe ſpurned the 
affeftion of a huſband and tyrant, who had 
ruined her family to promote his own exalta- 
tion, and facnficed the lives of her neareſt re- 
latives to ſecure the poſſeſſions he had baſely 
uſurped. After the death of Mariamne, Herod's 
love returned for her with unabated force, the 
effefts of which were manifeſted by deep re- 
morſe and inceſſant anguiſh of mind; but as the 
cauſe of his lamentations was irrevocable, bis 
ſuffering could neither be removed nor alle- 
viated. As the idea of Mariamne occupied 

Herod's 


[ 361 ] 
Herod's thoughts, to chaſe the remembrance 
of her from his mind, he had recourſe to wine, 


company, and amuſements of various kinds; 


but theſe palliatives were ineffettual ; the ſtings 
of conſcience and felf-condemnation, are ir- 
remediable in their nature: and to ſuch a height 
was this frenzy of Herod's riſen, that he fre- 


quently called for Mariamne, and ordered his 


ſervants to bring her to him, as if ſhe were 
actually alive. 


Nearly at this period a peſtilence broke out 
in Judea, that was of ſuch a malig- 
nant nature, great numbers were * 
ſwept off by it; which the people regarded as 
a judgment from God, for the cruel murder 
of their amiable queen. This afflictive circum- 
ſtance, with his tormenting remorſe, ſo increaſ- 
ed Herod's diſorder, that he was incapable of 
conducting ſtate affairs, he therefore retired 
to Samaria, where after languiſhing ſome time, 
he recovered, and on his return to Jeruſalem 
reſumed the care of the kingdom : but was 
more cruel and rigid in his adminiſtration than 
ever. During Herod's illneſs at Samaria, 
Alexandra formed a plot to ſecure the kingdom 
after Herod's death, but as ſhe was not popular, 
the conſpiracy was betrayed to Herod, who 
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ordered her to be immediately executed. It was 
remarkable, this artful woman had reproached 
her daughter Mariamne as ſhe was going to 
the place of execution, for her ingratitude to 
the beſt of huſbands, hoping thereby to gain 
Herod's favour ; which unmerited reproof ſhe 
received without making any reply, though her 
Alexandra would ſoon ſhare the ſame fate as 
herſelf: which came to paſs, notwithſtanding 
the artful meaſures ſhe took to prevent it. 


As the members of the Roman ſenate were 
now chiefly perſons whoſe intereſt depended 
on Octavius holding the reins of government, 
be made a feint of reſigning his authority, and 
reſtoring the common-wealth, well knowing 
that the majority of the aſſembly would urge 
him to adopt contrary meaſures, and eſtabliſh 
his authority. This offer ſerved no other pur- 
poſe than to gain the applauſe of the people, 
and be a prelude to the increaſe of his power ; 
for after he had made the propoſal, and ha- 
rangued the ſenate, they diſſuaded him from 
the thing, and urged him to accept the whole 
government of the empire, to which at 
length, with ſome apparent reluftance, he 
yielded. In conſequence of this, the Roman 

empire 
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empire was conſigned to Oftavius's ſole di- 
rection for the ſpace of ten years: he not chu- 
ſing to accept the charge beyond that period, 
under the ſpecious pretence that he hoped be- 
fore the expiration of that term, the public affairs 
would be ſo adjuſted, as not torequire his further 
aſſiſtance. This meaſure was adopted to pleaſe 
the populace, and he renewed the grant at the 
cloſe of every ten years as long as he lived; 
and by that means reigned with abſolute autho- 
rity. 


It was agreed when ORtavius aſſumed the 
government that he ſhould change his name: 
ſome were for, his adopting that of Romulus 
the founder. of Rome, but at length it was 
determined he ſhould be called Augaſtus, which 
then ſignified ſomething more than human, of a 
| facred and venerable nature; and this appellation 
was conferred by the general ſuffrages of the 
ſenate, and from thenceforward, inſtead of Caius 
Julius Cæſar Octavius, he was called Caius Julius 
Cæſar Auguſtus, and by the latter name will be 
diſtinguiſhed for the future in the courſe of the 
hiſtory. To prevent the ſenators from thinking 
themſelves excluded. from bearing any ſhare 
in the government, Auguſtus divided the em- 
pire into two parts, the ene conſiſting of ſuch 
provinces that were pacific, and -the other, of 
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* 


4 I" , 
* -_ e r „ 


[ 364 J 


thoſe on the borders of the empire, which were 
in the vicinity of barbarous nations; the former 
he called Senatorial Provinces, the latter Im- 
perial; by which means he conſigned the eaſy 
part of the adminiſtration to the ſenators, and 
politically kept the difficult portion ta manage 
himſelf.. Thus he. reſerved the military com- 
mand in his own power, the ſtrength of the 
empire, which as it ſecured him from receiving 
inſults, fo enabled him to reſent them if of- 


As Herod was diſpoſed to exerciſe his power 
having divorced Coſtobarus her huſ- 


band, contrary wo law by Herod's authority, 


accuſed him of a conſpiracy again that jealous 


king's life, which ſhe ſo ſpeciouſiy aſſerted, 
that Herod cauſed Coſtobarus and his fuſpefted 
confederafts to be put to death. The Aſ- 


 monean race being utterly extirpated, Herod 


made many innovations in the 'Jewiſh religion, 
prieſthood, and adopting foreign rites and cuſ- 
roms ; be built a theatre and amphithearre at 
Jeruſalem, where he cauſed public games to 
be exhibited in honour of Auguſtus, which 
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affinity theſe ceremonies had to the heathen 
cuſtains, made them regard them with abhor- 
renceandcontempt. Herod having thus increaſ- 
ed the diſpleaſure of his ſubjeQs, a conſpiracy 
was really formed to take away his life, which 
being timely diſcovered, the accomplices were 
put to death-with exquiſite torments, to effec- 
tually prevent any attempts of a ſimilar nature. 
Herod thinking his perſonal and the national 
ſafety required other fortified places beſides 
Jeruſalem to rely on, he therefore began to re- 
build Samaria, which he called Sebaſte in 
honourof Auguſtus*. This newly erected city, 
he peopled by inviting perſons to ſettle there 
with conſiderable grants of land; fo that in a 
ſhort time at became rich and populous. He 
alſo ſtrongly fortified Straton's Tower, which 
was afterwards called Cæſaria, as a compliment 
to Cæſar Auguſtus, and rendered Gabala and 
ſeveral other places able to reſiſt moſt hoſtile 
attacks. 3 

To increaſe the weight of the Jews cala- 
mities, in the courſe of this year a 
dreadful famine raged, and as the © C. 25: 


natural conſequence a peſtilence enſued; which 


, Scbaſtos in Greek, is Augyſtus in Latin. 
R g carried 
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carried off great part of the inhabitants of 
Judea. To alleviate the diſtreſſes which the 
ſcarcity of proviſions had occaſioned, Herod 
ordered the plate of his palace. to be melted 
and converted into money to buy corn in 
Egypt, where by the favour of Petronius who 
had fucceeded Cornelius Gallus as prefett of 
that province, he obtained ſufficient ſuſtenance 
for his friends in Syria, as well as his ſubjefis 
in Judea, As a further proof of his bounty, 
he imported wool from foreign parts for cloth- 
ing; moſt of the flocks of Judea having periſh- 
ed for want of paſture, which occaſioned a 
great ſcarcity of that valuable commodity. 
By theſe beneficent meaſures, Herod recovered 
in ſome degree the good-will of his ſubjetts, 
which before had been greatly alienated by his 
oppreſſive and cruel condutt. His fame alſo 
fpread amongſt the neighbouring nations, and 
gained him the reputation of being a ſagacious, 
munificent monarch : but this mild adminiſtration 
was of ſhort duration, for he ſoon relapſed into 
general odium of his people. 


Auguſtus at this period entered into che 
B. c. 24. tenth year of his conſulſhip, and the 
ſenate iſſued a decree, to exempt 

him 
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opponents. 


him from the laws and inveſt him with abſolute 
power: by thus making him ſuperior to the 
laws of his country, they rendered him a deſpotic 
monarch. This extenſion of favour and au- 
thority was produced by the zeal of the parti- 
ſans of Auguſtus, and the ſervile dread of his 


Herod now enjoying peace and proſperity, 
erected a ſtately palace on Mount Sion, which 
in magnificence even exceeded the temple. 
In this ſuperb ſtrufture there were two grand 
apartments ſumptuouſly embelliſhed, the one 


called Cæſareum in honour of Czfar Auguſtus ; 
the other Agrippeum in compliment to Agrippa, 


a diſtinguiſhed favourite of Auguſtus. 


Alius 


Gallus being ſent by Auguſtus into Southern 
Arabia, on an expedition to ſeize the wealth 
of the inhabitants, or to form a friendly alliance 
with them, Herod furniſhed him with five 
hundred of his guards. But in the ſucceeding 
year, Gallus after having loſt half his men was 
obliged to return without having effected his 


enterpriſe. 


a 


Nearly at this period, Candace queen of 


Ethiopia invaded Egypt, but was re- 
pulſed by Petronius the prefeft of B- 


C. 23. 
that 
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country, where he committed great depreda- 
tons and made many important conqueſts, 
Phraates king of Parthia was alſo expelled from 
his dominions by Tiridates, to which he was 
again reſtored by the aſſiſtance of the Scy- 
thians; and on his re-eftabliſhment ſent am- 
baſſadors to Auguſtus to implore his friendſhip 


Herod being enamoured of a beautiful young 
lady named Mariamne, daughter to one of the 
common prieſts in Jeruſalem, previous to his 
taking her to wife he made her father high- 
prieſt, inſtead of Jeſus the ſon of Phebes, to 
render the alliance leſs degrading, Soon after 
the celebration of the nuptials, be eretted a 
ſuperb palace at the diſtance of ſeven miles 
from Jeruſalem, which he called Herodium; 
this ſtately edifice was erefted on the ſummit of 
a hill, from whence there was an extenſive and 
beautiful proſpect, and on the deſcent and at 
the foet of the hill there were ſo many houſes 
built, that the ſpot at length became a populous 
city. When Herod had completely finiſh- 
. C. 22.1 Sebaſte, he began to build the 

city near Straton's Tower on the 
ſea coaſt of Paleſtine, called Cæſarea; on 
which 


L e | 

which he expended immenſe ſums, and made the 
harbour, which before had been dangerous, the 
moſt ſafe on the Phoenician coaſt. In con- 
ſequence of Herod thus increaſing in power, 
he ſent to Rome his ſons Alexander and Ariſ- 
tobulus, whom he had by his firſt Mariamne, to 
receive their education and to reſide with 
Pollio his particular friend; but on their ar- 
rival, Auguſtus took them under his own pa- 
tronage, -and fitted up apartments for them 
in his palace. As a further proof of his 
regard for Herod, he gave him authority to 
leave the kingdom of Judea to which of his 
ſons he judged moſt deſerving of it; and alſo 
added to his dominions Trachonitis, Auranitis 
or gy * 8 

A deſperate gang of ices having infeſted 
Trachonitis, when that province was affigned 
to Herod, he made an excurſion to deſtroy 
them, and after ſeveral ſkirmiſhes drove the 
banditti from thoſe regions. Zenodorus who 
had farmed that province from the preſident 
of Syria, was baſe enough to be an accomplice 
with the robbers and partake of their booty, 
therefore being enraged that his lucrative'gains 
were aboliſhed, he with the Gadarens made a 
_ complaint to Agrippa of Herod's con- 


R 3 duct. 


L 37 


duct. As Agrippa had the ſole management 

of the Eaſtern provinces, he reſided at Mitylene 
in the iſland of Leſbos, where Herod viſited 
him, and laid the foundation of that cloſe 
them. After Herod's departure, the Gadarens 
arrived with their allegations againſt him, to 
whom Agrippa was To firmly attached, he would 
not regard their complaints, but fettered them 
1 pap ag” Epc to Herod, who to 
any puniſhment. pp 


Auguſtus reſolving to viſit his Eaftern r 
nions this year, on his arrival in Sicily 

B. C. 21. he ſent for Agrippa, and gave him in 
marriage his only daughter Julia, who was the 
widow of Marcellus; and afterwards ordered 
him to Rome to govern the Weſtern concerns, 
whilſt he was employed in his Oriental ex- 
pedition. When Auguſtus departed from 
Sicily he ſailed to Greece, and after ſettling his 
affairs in theſe parts wintered at Samos, where 
met him ambaſſadors from Candace queen of Ethi- 
pia, who was reduced to the neceſſity of ſuing 
for peace by the ſuperior force of Petronius. 
| In the ſucceeding year, Auguſtus 

B. C. 20. fied through Leſſer Ala into Sy- 


ria, 
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ria, where Herod was accuſed before him re- 
ſpecting the Trachonites' cauſe. The Gadarens 
and Zenodorus appeared againſt Herod, and 
he was publicly arraigned of cruelty and in- 
juſtice; but Auguſtus treated him with ſuch 
clemency and favour, they through fear put 
an end to their exiſtence, by various means and 
acts of violence, to avoid falling into their ad- 
verſary's power. Auguſtus regarded this ſtep 
as a token of their guilt, he therefore appointed 
Herod tetrarch of Paneas in the room of Ze- 
nodorus his chief accuſer, and made him alſo 
joint preſident of Syria. 


During the abode of Auguſtus in Syria, 
Phraates king of Parthia to obtain a treaty of 
friendſhip reſtored all the priſoners and tro- 
phies taken in the war with Craſſus and Antony: 
when this treaty was duly ratified; Auguſtus 
took up his winter quarters at-Samos. While 
he remained in that city, Auguſtus 
received freſh- overtures from Porus ns. 
the king of India to form an alliance with him. 
To effect which, he aſſured him that though he 
reigned over ſix hundred kings, he eſteemed 
the friendſhip of Auguſtus ineftimable from the 


* Now called Rajahs and Nabobe. = 
R 6 eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed fame he had acquired. Of all the 
ambaſſadors ſent on this expedition three only 
farvived; one of them named Zarmarus a 
Gymnoſophiſt burnt himſelf to death, in the 
preſence of Auguſtus; as it was a tenet of 
that ſe, to cloſe their exiſtence by caſting 
themſelves on a funeral pile, when they thought 
they had lived long enough. Amongſt the pre- 
ſents tendered by the Indian chiefs were 
ſeveral tygers, which were the firſt of thoſe 
animals the Greeks and Romans ever had be- 
held. After the firm eſtabliſhment of the trea- 
ties above mentioned, Auguſtus returned to 
Rome, where he was received wuh great de- 
monſtrations of joy: as excluſive of the other 
advantages received from his tour, the re- 
covery of the enſigns and priſoners taken 
by the Parthians, were eſteemed a great ac- 

0 


Herod having entirely completed the vaii- 
ous buildings he had began to ereft; in order 
to appeaſe the Jews who were much diſpleaſed 
with his innovation of their laws and religious 
ordinances, and conformity to the Pagan 
cuſtoms, he meditated a deſign of new build- 
ing the temple at Jeruſalem, as the means of 

| fame, 
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fame. The temple that was erefted after te 
Babyloniſh captivity, was greatly inferior to 

. Solomon's temple in height, beauty, and other 
qualities, and as it had now ſtood near five 
hundred years from its being built, had ſuf- 
fered materially from the ravages of time, and 
the aſſaults of enemies, and was become rather 
mean and ruinous. Theſe circumſtances in- 
duced Herod to offer to rebuild the facred 
edifice. When he propoſed it to the general 
aſſembly of the people, they were alarmed at 
the idea of having their temple deftroyed, from 
the apprehenſion of Herod's inability to-ereft 
another in its ſtead. To obviate this objection, 
Herod propoſed not to take down the old 
temple till the materials were collected for the 
new building; for which purpoſe he employed 
ten thouſand artificers and labourers, a thouſand 
waggons for carriage, and one thouſand prieſts 
for direction, to effect this great undertaking: 
by which means in the ſpace of two years, all 
things were ready for raiſing the ſtructure. 


Alius Gallus ſucceeding Petronius as prefe&t 
of Egypt, he viſited the upperregions 
of that country as far as Ethiopia; * 1 
in which expedition he was accompanied by 
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Strabo the famous geographer. Herod this 

year having collected the various 
2 4, *. materials for the building of the 
new temple, commanded the old one to be 
pulled down, and the ſacred fſtrufture to be 
rebuilt, The commencement of the temple 
at this ra accords with the Jews reply to 
our Saviour, Forty and fix years hath this 
* temple been building®:” as from various cauſes, 
though the great deſign and plan was executed 
in nine years and a half, it was not finiſhed 
completely in the outer part, till the paſſover 
of our Saviour 's perſonal miniſtration, which 
brought it to that exact period. 


When Herod had adjuſted theſe concerns, 
he went into Italy to pay his re- 
44 16. ſpefts to Auguſtus, and to obſerve 
the improvement of his ſons Alexander and 
Anftobulus, who, as before obſerved, were ſent 
to Rome to receive their education. In his 
progreſs thither, he ſtopped in Greece, where 
he prefided at the one hundred and ninety firſt 
olympiad: and was made a preſident of the 
games during life, in conſequence of the gifts 
he had beſtowed on the Eleans, to reftore 
ahem to their former ſplendor. On his ar- 
wa. 
ON rival 
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rival at Rome, he was received by Auguſtus 
with every poſſible token of reſpect, and found 
his ſons well verſed in literature, and other 
branches of Roman education. He ſoon re- 
turned with them to Judea, and formed al- 
hances for them, by marrying the eldeſt to 
Glaphyra daughter of Archelaus king of Cap- 
padocia, and the youngeſt to Berenice the 
daughter of his ſiſter Salome. On the return 
of theſe young princes to their native land, the 
gracefulneſs of their perſons and courteouſneſs 
of their behaviour endeared them to all ranks of 
people, but excited the envy of Salome and 
her partiſans, who had effected the deſtrution 
of their mother Mariamne. They feared Alex- 
ander and Ariſtobulus would in due time re- 
venge their mother's death; which laid the 
foundation of thoſe malicious machinations, 


that ended in the ruin of the amiable bro- 
thers. . 5 


Nearby at this period, Agrippa having re- 
turned to the care of the Eaſtern 

provinces, on Auguſtuse arrival 3 C 15. 
in Rome; Herod hearing that Agrippa was 
come to the province of Proper Aſia, re- 
paired thither and prevailed on him to accom- 
pany him into Judea. In the progreſs of their 
A journey 
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journey Herod ſbewed him all the cities and 
caſtles he had ereGted, and afterwards proceed- 
ed to Jeruſalem. On their entrance into that 
city, Herod and Agrippa were met by the 
people in their feſtival garbs, and conducted to 
the palace with a grand proceſſion, and loud 
acclamations of joy. After ſome reſidence in 
Jeruſalem, Agrippa offered an hecatomb# in the 
temple, and failed back into Ionia before the 
return of winter. In the ſucceeding year, 
& © . — 

the Boſphorans, and by Herod's aſ- 
fiſtance, who went in perſon with a powerful 
force, he ſubdued them and beſtowed their 
country on Polemon king of Pontus. As a 
_ reward for Herod's ſervices in the reduction 
of the Boſphorans, on the conqueror's return 
to Epheſus, at Herod's requeſt the grievances 
of the Jews in Phrygia, Lydia, and the adjacent 
provinces, were redreſſed, and their privileges 
reſtored: they being ſorely oppreſſed before 
by the inhabitants of the countries in which 
they reſided. After obtaining [this grant, 
Herod returned into Judea, and on his arrival 
in Jeruſalem convened the people, and re- 
lated the ſervices he had performed for the 
Jews in Leſſer Aſia: and as another means 

* An bundred bead of cattle. 
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of ſecuring the good-will of his ſubjeQs, he 
remitted to them one quarter of their taxes, 
which produced great tokens of gratitude and 
joy. 


On the death of Lepidus, Auguſtus aſſumed 
the office of high-prieft of Rome, and amongſt 
other ſeeming reformations deſtroyed all the 
pontifical books to the number of two thou- 
ſand that were not ſuppoſed to be 
written by ſome of the Sibyls, who B. C 13 
were women in ancient times thought poſ- 
ſeſſed of a prophetic ſpirit, and ſo delivered 
by oracles, predictions of the fate of kingdoms 
in futurity. The books that Auguſtus efteemed 
genuine, were depoſited in two golden cabinets 
in the temple of Apollo, under the pedeſtal 
on which the ſtatue of that heathen deity 
ſtood : theſe oracles were implicitly revered by 
the Pagans, and for their traditionary evidence 
have been cited in later times. 


Three years having elapſed ſince Alexander 

and Ariſtobulus's return from Rome; in the 
courle of that time, various events had oc- 
curred to bring them under their father's dif- 
pleaſure. Pheroras and Salome had been the 
principal inſtruments in raiſing theſe diſputes, 
as 
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as they maliciouſly repreſented to Herod, the 
unguarded expreſſions of reſentment the young 
princes had dropt for the death of Mariamne 
their mother, which theſe artful perſons ſug. 
geſted were accompanied with indireft threats 
that endangered his own ſafety. This alarm- 
ed Herod, and induced him to ſet aſide their 
facceſſion, and put Antipater over them, who 
was Herod's eldeſt ſon by his firſt wife 
Doris, from whom he had been divorced on 
his marriage with Mariamne. This prince 
had been bred up privately, but when he came 
to court, as he was of a malicious deſigning 
nature, he widened the breach between Alex- 
ander and Ariſtobulus, and their father, to 
has degraded mother into Herod's favour. 


Agrippa being recalled to Rome, Sentius 
Saturninus and Titus Volumnius had jointly the 
preſidency of Syria aſſigned to them. Agrippa 
foon after his return into Italy was ſent on an 
expedition againſt the Pannonians who had 
revoled: on his appearance, the rebels were 
intimidated and awed into a compliance of the 
propoſed terms, which produced a treaty of 
peace. Soon after that event, Agrippa was 
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ſeized with a "dangerovs illneſs and died in 
Campania; he was bighly fayoured 
by Auguſtus, and in conſequence. B. . 12. 
of his having married his daughter, bore an 


aftive part in the government of the em- 
pire. | | | 


As the diſputes between Herod and his ſons 
grew to an alarming height, he carried them 
into Italy in order to arraign them before Au- 
guſtus for the violation of their filial duty, and 
a deſign by poiſon againſt his life. As the 
latter charge was but weakly ſupported, Au- 
guſtus acquitted the young men, and was the 
means of producing an outward reconciliation 
between them and their father. On Herod's 
return to Jeruſalem, he aſſembled 

the people in the temple, and re- . C. 11. 
lated to them the event of his journey ; he 
alſo named Antipater as his ſucceſſor, and ap- 
pointed the ſons of Mariamne NL 


the crown. 


| Herod at length having completed his works 
at Straton's Tower, dedicated them B. 
with great pomp and ſolemnity, and J C 10. 


in honour of Auguſtus the city was called 
Cæſarea, and was the next to Jerufalem in 


largeneſs 
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largeneſs and fplendor. As the Jews in Aſia 
by the Heathens in thoſe parts, and-their re- 
ligious worship and ordinances thereby inter- 
rupted, they implored relief from Auguſtus, who 
readily granted the ſubſtance of their petition, 


By the united efforts of Salome, Pheroras, 
| and Antipater, many falſe reports were 

e opagated to the diſadvantage of 
Alexander and Atiſtobulus, which revived 
Herod's reſentment againſt them, and cauſed 
a violent breach. Through the, conſtant ,and 
cruel infinuations of theſe evil confederates, 
Herod enjoyed no peace either by day or by 
night, and in order to diſcover thoſe. ſuppoſed 
conſpiracies, he ordered all che friends and 
conhdents of his fons to be put to the rack, 
who in their exquiſite torments confeſſed things 
wholly falſe, from the hope of obtaining eaſe. 
As theſe confeſſions ſeemed to confirm Alex- 
ander's guilt, he was caſt into priſon ; during: 
his confinement, his deſperate ſituation ſug- 
geſted the idea of ſending a written confeſſion 
to his father of treaſonable conſpiracies, that 
had no foundation, but in his own imagina- 
tion; in which he charged Pheroras and Salome 
as his accomplices, as well as Herod's prime. 
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miniſten Ptoleiny and Sapinius. This firata- 
gem operated fo powerfully on Herod, who 
believed the contents of the reſpeCtive accuſa- 
tions, that he afted at times as if deprived of 
reaſon, and from thenceforward his natural 
cruelty and guilty fears rendered him incredi- 
bly barbarous. He now ſuſpetted all his 
neareſt connections, and by the rack and other 
inſtruments of his wrath, converted his palace 


into a flaughter-houſe, or theatre of carnage and 
wanton r eu | 


Win Hero bis thus involved in vexation 
and miſery, Archelaus king of Cappadocia ar- 
rived, whoſe daughter Alexander had mar- 
ried. This monarch” s prudent interpoſition. 
reſtored peace for a ſeaſon in Hered's deranged 
family, When Archelaus was informed of 
the confeſhon af Alexander and the charges 
laid againft him, he politically ſeemed enraged, 
and even exceeded Herod in the expreſſions 
of his refentment, chreatening to take his 
daughter from xander, and poured forth 
the bittereſt inveQives againſt the culprit. This 
produted the deſired effeft of bringing Herod 
into good humour, and induced him. with tears. 
to implore Archelaus to forgive Alexander, and 
une take his wife from him. Archelaus availed 
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himſelf of this happy tranſition to reconcile 
Herod to his ſon, which produced an amicable 
adjuſtment of this unhappy diſpute. Herod as 
a token of his gratitude for his ſervice, beſtowed 
many valuable gifts on Archelaus, and accom- 


panied him as far as Antioch; when he ef- 
felted an accommodation between him and 


Titus Volumnius governor of Syria. 


As Herod had applied to Auguſtus during 
his difputes with his ſons, he repaired 

B.C. „ Rome, in order to acquaint him 
of the final iſſue of the diſpute. During the 
abſence of Herod on this tour, the Trachonite 
banditti committed great depredations in his 
dominions ; but after being vigorouſly repulſed 
by Herod's troops, they fled into Arabia where 
they were protefied by Syllzus. 1 


Ferre 
the Roman calendar, which had been occaſioned 
by the pontiffs of Rome for the ſpace of thirty- 
fix years from the time of Julius Cæſar's re- 
then, having inal che ling your inks place at 
the expiration of every third, inſtead, of every 
fourth year, and thereby made it neceſſary 
there ſhould be no leap year for twelve years, 
which at the cloſe of that term was to take 
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place every fourth year. By this regulation, 
the periods were aſcertained according to 
Julius Cæſar's inſtitution, which from thence- 
forward was adopted, and conſtituted what f is 
uſually called the Old-ſtile. 


The new temple at Jeruſalem was now fo far 
completed as to be fit fordivineſervice, juſt nine 
years and a half from the commencement of its 
erection. Herod dedicated it with great mag- 
nificence and ſolemnity on the anniverſary of 
his acceſſion to the throne. The Jews not- 
withſtanding this temple was built from the 
foundation, call it only a repair, by whichmeans 
they only acknowledge the erection of two tem- 
ples, the latter not having been deſtroyed by 
violence nor lying in aſhes, but pulled down 
to be conſtrudted with greater ſplendor. The 
circumſtance of the Trachonite thieves 
taking ſhelter in Arabia, giving Herod B.C.7. 
great uneaſineſs, he purſued them thither and 
deſtroyed them, together with the fortreſs Syl- 
keus had afforded them for a refuge. For this 
outrage, Syllzus formally accuſed Herod to 
Auguſtus, who wrote to him a ſharp letter on 
true circumſtances of the caſe were known. 


Nearly 
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Nearly at this time, Tiberius the ſon of 
_ Livia Druſus Auguſtus's wife retired to 
B. C 6. Auodes on pretence of improving him- 
ſelf; though generally ſuppoſed there was ſome 
abſence from Rome. Livia Druſus had been 
the wife of a Tiberias who reſigned her to Au- 
guſtus; her ſon Tiberius was born three months 
aſter her marriage with Auguſtus, and was 
ſent to his own father, on whoſe deceaſe Au- 
guſtus became his guardian. Livia Druſus 
was aſſectionately beloved by Auguſtus, and 
continued fo till his death ; Scribonia, Julia's 
mother, having been divorced — LIN 

on account of her ill temper: 


In conſequence of Herod's variance with 
During theſe troubles, the diſpute with his 
fons Alexander and Ariſtobulus revived: the 
Trachonites alſo took the advantage of theſe 
commotions, to attack and overpower the 
troops he had left in that country. By the 
interpoſition of friends, the difference between 
Augaſtus and Herod was accommodated ; and 
the former had ſome idea of beſtowing the 
kingdom of the Nabatheans on Herod, as 
Arftos was expelled thoſe dominions, but he 

altered 
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altered his intention, juſt then receiving from 
him a letter full of invectives againſt his ſons, 
and therefore judged him, from the embarraſſed 


ſlate of his affairs, diſqualified for the * of 
new territories. 


As Auguſtus pitied Herod for the turbulent 
ſenſations he experienced, he wrote him a letter 
of condolence on the ſubject of his ſons diſ- 

_ obedience, and granted him full authority to 
bring them to a trial and puniſh them as their 
crimes deſerved, and in the manner he beſt 
approved, but adviſed him to convene a council 
at Berytus, and ſpecified the perſons moſt fit 
to preſide at the decifion. Herod was ſo well 
pleaſed with this advice, he literally adopted it, 
but excluded Archelaus king of Cappadocia, as 
thinking him too nearly connected with Alex- 
ander to be an impartial judge. When the 
tribunal was aſſembled, Herod arraigned his 
ſons with ſuch virulent accuſations, the great- 
er part of the council was of opinion they 
were guilty of the offences charged upon them, 
and accordingly condemned them to be ex- 
ecuted in the manner Herod ſhould think fit. 
On which Alexander and Ariſtobulus were ſent 
to Sebaſte, where they were both ſtrangled, to 
Vor. II. 8 ſiatiate 
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fatiate the revenge of Salome, and quiet their 
cruel father's unjuſt ſuſpicions. 


Nearly at this period, Zacharias whilſt he 
was officiating in the temple, was informed 
by the angel Gabriel in a viſion, of the 
various circumſtances that would attend the 
birth of John the Baptiſt his ſon, and his 
miniſtry as the harbinger of our bleſſed Re- 
deemerꝰ. 


Antipater by the death of his brothers, having 
no other obſtacle to the gaining royal 

B. C. 5. power but the life of Herod, he enter- 
ed into a conſpiracy with Pheroras and other 
accomplices to deſtroy his father by poiſon. 
Pheroras and Herod had always preſerved the 
friendſhip brothers owe to each other, till an 
unhappy contention aroſe between them; Phe. 
roras refuſing the tender of one of his daugh- 
ters by Mariamne, in marriage, and marrying 
a menial ſervant whom he liked better. 
Some time after, to reconcile this affront 
Herod offered Pheroras another daughter, whom 


* The particular circumſtances attending tbe birth of Jokn 
ve Baptiſt, are fully ſpecified in the Goſpel. 
X he 


L 88 ] 


ke refuſed alſo to eſpouſe, preferring the wife 
he had choſen though inferior in rank. This, 
to Herod's forbidding his brother his preſence 
widened the breach, which induced him to con- 
ſpire with Antipater againſt Herod's life. There 
was alſo another point that augmented theſe 
animoſities, occaſioned by an order iſſued for 
the whole nation of the Jews to ſwear allegi- 
ance to Auguſtus, and Herod as the king of 
Judea. The Phariſees objefted to taking this 
oath, ſaying, it was againft the tenets of their 
religion, to be ſubject to any prince who was 
not an Iſraelite. This inſtance of diſobedience 
fo incenſed Herod, that he impoſed on the 
Phariſees an heavy fine, which the wife of 
Pheroras from her zeal for that ſe& paid on 
their behalf. Herod's diſpleaſure was now 


excited to ſo great a degree, that he informed 


Pheroras he muſt part with his wife, or be no 
longer conſidered as his brother, and forbad all 
communication from thenceforward on his non» 


compliance. 


On account of theſe diſputes, Antipater went 
to Rome, and Pheroras retired to his tetrarchy 
with a reſolution never to return from thence. 
The confederates thinking by the diſtance of 
their ſituation to evade ſuſpicion, formed a 
8 2. deep 
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deep laid plan for the deſtruftion of Herod. 
Soon after Pheroras's departure, he was ſeized 
with a dangerous illneſs that proved mortal, 
which induced Herod to pay him a friendly 
viſit a little before his death. After the de- 
ceaſe of Pheroras, two of his freed men ſug- 
geſted to Herod, that their maſter had been 
poiſoned by his wife: on this ſuſpicion, num- 
bers were taken and put to the rack, and by 
that means the conſpiracy was diſcovered 
againſt Herod's own lite. On the cleareſt 
evidence it was proved, Antipater had pro- 
cured the poiſon for deſtroying his father, and 
had conveyed it to Ph-roras to be adminiſter- 
ed at a convenient ſeaſon; but that on Herod's 
kind attention to Pheroras in his laſt illneſs, 
he had repented of the plot, therefore or- 
dered his wife to burn the. poiſon before 
| ais face, which ſhe accordingly did, only re- 
ſerving a ſmall portion for to take herſelf if 
needtul. 


At this period, the temple of Janus was ſhut 
up at Rome. It was the cuſtom of the 

B.C. 5. Romans to open its gates in times of 
war, and cloſe them when they enjoyed the 
bleſlings of peace. From the reſtleſs ambition 
of mankiad, this event had only taken place 
hve 
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five times ſince the building of Rome, ſeven 
hundred and fifty years paſt, and happened at 
this juntture in conſequence of a general paci- 
fication, which appears to have been a proper 
prelude to the important event of our bleſſed 
Saviour's appearance, the Prince of peace. 
The angel Gabriel, ſix months after his ap- 
pearance to Zacharias in the temple, was ſent 
to Nazareth a city in Galilee, to Mary a virgin 
(couſin to Elizabeth, of whom John the Bap- 
tiſt was born) of the lineage of David who was 
eſpouſed to one Joſeph of the ſame family, to 
announce, That of her was to be born the 
promiſed Meſſiah, according to the prediction 
of the prophet Iſaiah: which great event hap- 
pened towards the cloſe of this year, four years 
before the common æra, and agreeing with 
the various circumſtances of the divine pre- 


ſage. 


Auguſtus having iſſued a decree for a general 
ſurvey of the Roman empire, to effect this great 
purpoſe, it was neceſſary to aſcertain the per- 
ſons, poſſeſſions, occupations, and eſtates there- 
in included, in order to form an eſtimate of 
the ſubſidy that would ariſe from their taxation. 
This decree had been in force three years, and 
the enrollments had been carried on through 


8 3 Syria, 
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Syria, Cœlo-Syria, Phcenicia, and part of Judea, 
before it advanced to Bethlehem. When the 
ſurvey reached that place, Joſeph and Mary his 
elpouſed wife were ſummoned thither from Na- 
zareth the place of their abode, as Bethlehem 
was the city of David, to whoſe houſe Mary 
and her huſband Joſeph belonged. They were 
cited as citizens of Bethlehem to appear there, 
to render an account of their poſſeſſions, and 
be regiſtered amongſt thoſe who were of the 
fame lineage. While they reſided in Beth- 
lebem on this occaſion, Mary was delivered of 
Jeſus the promiſed Saviour, who took our 
nature upon him, fin and frailty excepted, and 
condeſcended tobe born, though of a pure virgin, 
to efleft the redemption of mankind from fin, 
and the penal effefts of divine diſpleaſure, ſpiri- 
tual condemnation and everlaſting wrath. 


The Jews expected at this very period ſome 
great perſon to appear, but they did not re- 
gard Jeſus as the fulfilment of this expec- 
tation and their Scripture prophecies, as he 
came into. the world unattended with temporal 
ſplendor, was born in a ſtable, and laid in a 
manger. But in this he manifeſted his con- 
tempt for earthly glory, and proved to his 
ͤ— po of this 
world, 
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world. The Jews alſo refuſed to accept Jeſus 
as the promiſed Meſſiah, becauſe they expected 
to receive from him as their king; total releaſe 
from their ſubjection to the Romans, and vic- 
tory and power over the whole univerſe, pre- 
ferring terreſtrial advantages to ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings and eternal felicity. As a convincing 
token of the birth or deſcent of the Saviour, 
an angel appeared to ſome ſhepherds by night 
and ſent them to find the child in a manger at 
Bethlehem. The heavenly hoft alſo proclaim- 
ed the importance of this diſpenſation, by 
ſhouting © Glory to God in the higheſt, peace 
on earth, and good-will towards men! which 
the ſhepherds heard announced, and ſuc- 
ceeding generations have experienced, by 
the ſalutary operations of his goſpel and 
grace, | 


The particular circumſfances of our bleſſed 
Redeemer's appearance, were ſo literally fore- 
told by various prophets, and fo fully accom- 
pliſhed, it is unneceſſary to cite the many pro- 
phetic declarations thereof, It muſt ſuffice to 
mention thoſe remarkable ones delivered by 


Iſaiah, as a confirmation of our Chriſtian faith. 
9 4 In 
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** In that day there ſhall be a root of Jeſle, 
which ſhall ſtand for an enſign of the people; 
to it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek.” © Unto us a child 
is born, unto us a ſon is given; the govern- 
ment ſhall be upon his ſhoulders; and his name 
ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, The 
mighty God, The everlaſting Father, the Prince 
of peace: of the increaſe of his government 
and peace there ſhall be no end, upon the throne 
cf David, and upon his kingdom, to order it and 
to eſtabliſh it with judgment and juſtice, from 
henceforth even for ever!” The place of 
our Saviour's birth was alſo emphatically de- 
ſcribed by the prophet Micah, in the following 
prediction. + Thou Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thouſands of 
Judah; yet out of thee ſhall he come forth 
unto me that is to be ruler in Iſrael, whoſe 
goings forth have been from of old, from ever- 
laſting !” 


Having brought the hiſtory to the glorious 
ara of our bleſſed Saviour's appearance on 
earth, I ſhall purſue it no further, than to 


* Tfaiah xi. 10. chap. ix. 6, 7. 
+ Micah v. ii. 


ſubjoin 
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ſubjoin ſuch particular circumſtances and 
events, as appear neceſſary to aſcertain the 
divine fruits of his miniſtry, and. the firm 
eſtabliſhment of the Coſpel or Chriſtian diſ- 
penſation. a 


Some wiſe men of the magian ſect, by pur- 
ſuing the guidance of a new ſtar they had ob- 
ſerved in the heavens, came to Bethlehem in 
order to worſhip Chriſt, and preſented him 
an offering of gold and ſpices. As Herod was 
informed by theſe wiſe men, that a king of the 

Jews was born, he was inſpired with jealouſy 
and ſought to deſtroy this Jeſus of whom they 
had ſpoken, and therefore iſſued a decree for 
all the children in and near Bethlehem to be 
killed, who were under two years of age. To 
prevent the bleſſed infant from being deſtroyed 
in this laughter, Joſeph was warned by an 
angel to take the child and mother and flee 
anto Egypt. 


Hiſtory informs us, that Antipater on his 
return from Rome was taken into cuſtody and 
put to death for his treaſonable conſpiracy 
againſt his father's life; and but five days 
after his execution Herod died alſo. His ad- 
miniſtration was a ſeries of cruelties, and de- 


8 5 : ſpotic 
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fpotic proceedings: but as a puniſhment for 
thoſe crimes, Herod was afflicted with a flow 
fever, an aſthma, and ulcers that bred worms 
and lice: oppreſſed with theſe complicated 
and loathſome diſeaſes he languiſhed under 
excruciating torments* till he expired, which 
happened in the ſeventieth year of his age, and 
thirty-ſeventh of his reign. As this deſpotic 
monarch well knew there would be no lamen- 
tations at his death, from the hatred the Jews 
bore to ham ; he formed an unparalleled cruel 
deſign to procure general tokens of grief after 
his deceaſe, by ſummoning the chief Jews over 
the whole kingdom to appear at Jericho, where 
he then lay fick. On their arrival in that 
city, he cauſed them to be confined in the 
Circus, and ſending for his ſiſter Salome and 
her huſband Alexas, he enjoined them im- 
mediately after his diſſolution to command the 
foldiers to put every one of the Jews to death 
who were in confinement, that the land might 
be filled with lamentations and to provide 
mourners for his ſuneral. Salome and Alexas 


* It has been obſerved by many hiſtorians, that the death 
of flagrant ofenders is frequently attended with circumſtances 
of peculiar noxious and painful qualities; ſuch as the diſeaſe 
of Antiochus Epiphanes, Herod, and many fimilar tranſ- 
greflors. | | 

rather 
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rather choſe to violate their promiſe, than to 
be inſtruments in ſuch a wicked purpoſe; they 
therefore immediately after the death of Herod 
releaſed them. 


This monarch by his nine wives had a nu- 
merous offspring, who were variouſly diſperſed. 
After his death, his kingdom was divided be- 
tween his three ſons, Archelaus, Herod Antipas, 
and Philip. Judea, Idumæa, and Samaria 
were allotted to Archelaus ; Philip had Auro- 
nitis, Trachonitis, Paneas, and Batanza aſſign- 
ed to him; and Herod Antipas preſided over 
Galilee, and Perza. The tyrant being now 
dead, the infant Jeſus required no longer to be 
concealed, as the perſecution againſt him 
ceaſed : therefore God cauſed an angel to ap- 
pear to Joſeph in a dream, to command him to- 
take the child and his mother and return into 
Galilee: which accordingly he did, and they 
dwelt in Nazareth their native city. 


In order to clear up the apparent inconſiſt- 
ency of our bleſſed Redeemer's Theonlgar ne 
incarnation, preceding the vulgar monly cal- 
zra four years, it is neceſſary to led Anno Do- 
obſerve that the computation was mini, or the 

not formed till five hundred and Y of uw 
twenty-ſ{gyen years after his appear- Lord's Forth. 
S 6 ance, 
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ance, and was then introduced by Dionyſius 
Exiguus a Scythian, which accounts for this pal. 

. Pableerror. But as the date of that 
& D. * Epocha was generally received, it 
became univerſally adopted by Chriſtians of 
all denominations, which renders it neceſſary 
to be regarded as a fixed zra, by computing the 


diſtance of events to and from that great 
event. 


Tiberius, the ſon-in-law of Auguſtus, being 
recalled from Rhodes returned to 

. D. 2. Rome; and two years after, on the 
dcath of Auguſtus's grand-children by Agrippa 
and Julia, he was adopted by that 
A.D. 4. monarch as his ſon ; but was com- 
pelled in like manner to adopt Germanicus the 
grandſon of Livia Druſus his wife, who was alſo 
mother to Tiberius. Archelaus king of Judea, 


by his oppreſſive condutt having alie- 

4. P. 8. ated the affeRtions of his people, 
they made complaint agai1ſt him to Auguſtus, 
who in conſequence of the accuſations lodged 
again him, was ſummoned to Rome to make 
ls defence. Being convicted of the offences 
iaid ro his charge, he was depoſed and baniſhed 
to Vienne in France; his poſſefſions were 
allo confiſcated, and his principality converted 
| into 
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into a Roman province. The execution of 
this buſineſs was left to Publius Sulpitius Qui- 
rinus (or Cyrenius) who was appointed pre- 
ſident of Syria, and Copinius was made 
procurator of Judea, who accompanied him 
thither. 


After this event, the Jews experienced many 
troubles. The tax newly levied, occaſioned 
great confuſion amongſt them, many objecting 
to conform to the conditions of it, as the late 

. revolutions had entirely changed their form of 

government. The perſons appointed to gather 
the tribute the Jews were to pay Auguſtus, 
were called Publicans, who were held in ſuch 
deteſtation by the people from the nature of 
their office, the appellation became a term of 
vile reproach. The Jews objetted to the 
authority of the Romans in theſe impo- 
ſitions, as not being of their own nation or 
religion. 


During theſe commotions in Judea, our 
bleſſed Saviour went with his parents to Je- 
ruſalem to celebrate the paſſover, being then 
in the twelfth year of his age. On their re- 
turn from thence, they miſſed their ſon, and 
returned to Jeruſalem to ſeek him: after three 


days 
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days fearch they found Jeſus in the temple in 
the midſt of the doctors, both hearing them and 
aſking them queſtions; and when he was re- 
proved for tarrying in the city, he emphatically 
replied, he was employed in his father's buſi- 
nels. This preſence of the promiſed Meſſiah 
in the new temple, cauſed it to exceed the 
former in glory, and by this public appearance 
alſo, the important prediction of Jacob was 
accompliſhed, © The ſceptre ſhall not depart 
from Judah, nor a law-giver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh come !” by whom was meant 
the Meſſiah, who appeared to complete the 
predictions concerning his miniſtry. At this. 
period, the ſceptre and law-giver did depart 
from Judah, by the total abolition of the Jew- 
ith authority, in conſequence of Archelaus be- 
ing depoſed; Judea being now reduced to 
the form of a Roman province, the power of 
deciding in caſes of life and death was taken 
from the Jews and placed in the Roman go- 
vernors. However, it was expedient the Ju- 
daical fyſtem ſhould be diſſolved to eſtabliſh the 
Chriſtian covenant. Now the Jews ſenſibly de- 
clined, and in the year after Chriſt 70, Titus 


deſtroyed Jeruſalem, and the inhabitants of the 


® Genecſs xlix. 10. 


city, 
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city, and all Judea were plunged in irrecover- 
able ruin and deſtruction. 5 


As Auguſtus admitted Tiberius into a joint 
ſhare of the government, he was 
confirmed in that high office by the 4. 2 5 
unanimous conſent of the ſenate and people. 
Soon after this dignity was conferred on Tibe- 
rius, Auguſtus died at Nola in D 
Campania, in the ſeventy-ſixth yer 4 
of his age, and left his adopted ſon the ſole 
poſſeſſion of the empire, | 


At this period, John the Baptiſt began to 

preach the doctrine of repentance 
and forgiveneſs of fins, and baptized 4. P. 26. 
the penitents with water, directing his diſciples 
to Chriſt as the promiſed Meſſiah whoſe meſ- 
ſenger he was, being profeſſedly ſent as he 
declared, To prepare the way of the Lord.. 
He was by ſome taken for the Meſſiah, but 
confeſſed his inferiority, by declaring that not- 
withſtanding Jeſus came after him, he was not 
worthy to looſe the latchet of his ſhoes, for 
he only baptized with water, but Jeſus would 
baptize with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire. 
Allo when he beheldthe Saviour, he pointed him 
forth to the multitude, with . This is the Lamb 
of 
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of God, that taketh away the fins of the world! 
From the commencement of John the Baptiſt's 
public miniſtry, the diſſuſion of goſpel grace 
began ; as Chnit by the means of this holy 
harbinger, had the way prepared for the proper 
exerciſe of his divine miſſion. As an example 
of obedience, Chriſt ſubmitted to all holy in- 
fuuons; he was therefore baptized by John 
at the river Jordan, and when he came from 
the water the ſpirit of God deſcended upon 

| him like a dove, and a voice from heaven 
proclaimed, © This is my beloved ſon in whom 
I am well pleaſed.” | 


John the Baptiſt lived an auſtere life, and 

| much reſembled the prophet Elijah: 
4. D. 29. be endeavoured to reform the cor- 
rupt praftices of the Jews, and reproved Herod 
for eſpouſing Herodias who was his brother's 
wife as well as his own niece, for which he was caſl 
into priſon, and afterwards was beheaded at the 
infligation of Herodias's daughter. As the mi- 
niſtry of John was the initiation of the Goſpel, 
it is needful to remark, that the three years and 
a half of his public vocation, with that of 
our Lord's, literally anſwers to the week de- 
ſcribed in Daniel's prophecy of the ſeventy 
weeks, concerning the propitietion for ſin, eſta- 
| bliſhment 
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bliſhment of the covenant, and other import- 
ant circumſtances of the Meſſiah's miſſion ; as 
the prediction concerning the” firſt half of the 
laſt week was fulfilled by John the Baptiſt 
the meſſenger of Chriſt, and the other half ac- 
compliſhed by our bleſſed Redeemer : wha 
was employed for the remaining three years 
and a half, the period of his public miniſtra- 
tion, in a ſeries of actions and ſuſſerings to 
redeem mankind from the power, guilt, and 
condemnation of fin. 


The principal deſigns of our Saviour's pub- 
lic appearance were, to impreſs the world with 
a due ſenſe of his divine commiſſion by heal- 
ing the ſick, raiſing the dead, and preaching 
the joyful tidings of ſalvation ; to inculcate 
many neceſſary truths, and reform the errors 
of the people; to work miracles for the con- 
firmation of his do&rine, and in proof of his 
being ſent from God as the Saviour of the 
world ; to ſet an example of univerſal holineſs 
and moral perfection; to call his apoſtles and 
inſtrutt them in the important office of preach- 
ing the Goſpel; and to inſtitute the holy or- 
dinances of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper. 
In the performance of theſe reſpective ſer- 


vices, 
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vices, the Son of God ſought to advance the 
glory of has Father, and confirm his diſciples 
in Redfaſtneſs of faith. The miracles he 
wrought were of the moſt benignant nature, and 
the precepts he inculcated ſtrictly . enjoined 
forgiveneſs, humility, and univerſal Philan- 
thropy. In his patient endurance of in- 
zones, he taught his diſciples the divine leſſons 
of forbearance and fortitude : and by conſtantly 
employing himſelf in doing good, ſet them the 
example of induſtriouſly ſeeking by acts of charity 
and benevolence to ſerve their fellow-creatures. 
Reſpefting his dofrine, it need only be ob- 
ferved, that he confirmed the belief of the true 
God, and the revelation of his will-by Moſes 
and the prophets ; that he explained the moral 
law and ſtrictly enforced the obſervance of it : 
which he compriſed into the following duties, 
To love God with all our heart, and our 
neighbour as ourſelves;” that he did not wholly 
ſet aſide the ceremonial law when it was not ſub- 
verſive of moral precepts, but in caſes where 
they interfered, he preferred the latter. He 


alſo required repentance for fin, and faith in 
himſelf, as the Redeemer of mankind; and 
appointed perſons to be initiated into the pro- 
felon of his religion by baptiſm, as an em- 


blem 
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blem of that purity which is required of his 
. diſciples, and to ſet forth the great Scripture 
doctrine of atonement and cleanſing, by the 
ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus. To increaſe 
the bleſiings of this divine diſpenſation, juſt 
before his ſufferings and death, he inſtituted” 
the Lord's ſupper, to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of his love in dying fer the redemp- 
tion of ſinners, and of the benefits we thereby 
derive from ſuch effectual propitiating grace. 


As the various circumſtances of our Sa- 
viour's life and miniftry, are fully deſcribed and 
exemplified by the evangeliſts in their Goſpels; 
it is unneceſſary to diſcuſs them, beyond the 
purpoſe of aſcertaining their bleſſed influence. 
The prophets revealed not only the peculiar 
tendency of his miniſtration, but the particular 
events of his incarnation, ſufferings, and death. 
Iſaiah emphatically declared, * He would be 
deſpiſed and rejected of men,” and deſcribed 

tim, As a man of ſorrows and acquainted 
with grief, who would bear our afliftions and 
be wounded for our tranſgreſſions, that by his 
ſtripes we might be healed : who when he was 


* Iſaiah, part of the liii. chapter. 
| oppreſſed, 
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oppreſſed, opened not his mouth, and when he 
was brought forth as a lamb to the ſlaughter, 
became dumb as a ſheep before her ſhearers.” 
Theſe reſpeftive circumſtances were literally 
accompliſhed t the temptation, ſufferings, 
and death of Chriſt, who though immaculate 
and immortal in his divine nature, gave himſelf 
up to death, even the death of the crols, as a 
facrifice for the {ins of the whole world“: by 
this ranſom, the bleſſed Jefus redeemed us from 
the wrath to come, and eſtabliſhed his ſpiritual 
kingdom on his reſurreftion from the dead, 

which happened three days after his cruci- 
fixion: for God would not ſuffer his holy one 
to fee corruption, and on his aſcenſion into 
heaven to be glorified, he gave him power, and 
glory, and a dominion that ſhall not paſs away, 
or be deſtroyed! 


At this glorious ra, Chriſt's miniſtry on 
4D © earth was completed, which inclu- 
* 33+ ging the time John the Baptiſt per- 
formed his miſſion, laſted ſeven years; and thus 
* Our Saviour was crucified in the twentieth year of Tibe- 


rns reign, whilt Caiaphas was high-pricſt of the Jews, and 
Pomius Pilate procuratot of Judca. | 


accords 


As 
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accords with Daniel's prophecy, that in the 
laſt half week or the laſt three years and half, 
the Meſſiah ſhould cauſe the ſacriſice and 
the oblation to ceaſe: which he literally did, 
his Goſpel ſuperſeding the Moſaic: diſpen- 
ſation, and his death being an all-atoning per- - 
fect ſacrifice, rendered all further ſacrifices and 
types unneceſſary. Hence the prophecy of 
the ſeventy weeks is literally fulfilled, as from 
the period Ezra received commiſhon to reſtore 
and to build Jeruſalem, to the death of Chriſt, 
is exactly four hundred and ninety years; or 
according to the prophetic mode of expreſ- 
ſion, ſeventy weeks, by computing days 

years. 


- 


As the diſpenſation during the incarnate 
life of our bleſſed Redeemer, was a kind of 
medium between the Jewiſh and Goſpel cove- 
nants, the Chriſtian diſpenſation did not take 
place till the Holy Spirit was diffuſed on the 
apoſtles after Chriſt's aſcenſion, and his exalta- 
tion in heaven to the government of his kingdom 
or church. The ꝓrogreſs of the Goſpel affords 
the reaſonable expectation of a more general 
converſion of the Jews and Heathens to the 
faith of the promiſed Meſſiah, in order when 

| he 
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he appears in majeſty and glory to judge the 
world, the generations of the earth may be as 
one fold, under one Shepherd: the utmoſt 
parts of this habitable globe being aſſigned 
to him as a poſſleſbon. The conſideration of 
the beams of grace being diſpenſed to the 
terreſtrial regions we inhabit, ought to pro- 
duce zealous gratitude and uniform obedience, 
as the juſt returns for ſuch ineſtimable bene. 
fits. More eſpecially, when we reflect that fo 
great a part of the human ſpecies are yet in- 
-volved in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, 
by being deprived of the cheering tidings 
the Goſpel contains, and the certain aſſurance 
of immortality and redemption, through the 
mediation of our beneficent Redeemer : who is 
the Rock of our hope, and the Captain of our 
falvation ! | 


From a due ſenſe of the invaluable bleſſings 
we derive by the expiating atonement of 
Chriſt, and the ſalutary nature of his doctrine 
and example, in reverential thankfulneſs to 
the Omniſcient Being who diſpenſed this 
grace, we cannot with more propriety cloſe 
the enumeration of his abundant mercies, than 
by adopting the holy invocation of Simeon 

| when 


1 


when he beheld the promiſed Meſſiah: Lord, 
now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
according to thy word, for mine eyes have 
ſeen thy ſalvation; which thou haſt prepared 
before the face of all people, to be a light to 


lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy peo- 
ple Iſrael!“ 


. 
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